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The worship of Mazu, a goddess originating from tenth
century southern China is now deeply embedded within
Taiwanese culture, with nearly 60% of the population
practicing the faith today. Over 3,000 temples throughout

Taiwan serve not only as religious sites, but also form hubs
of local political, economic, and community influence. In

recent years, however, Mazu has begun to take on a complex

role within wider geopolitical dynamics.

In 2009, the Communist Party of China (CPC), through its
United Front Work Department (UFWD), rebranded Mazu as
the “Goddess of Peace in the Taiwan Strait.” This recasts
Mazu as an icon of cross-strait harmony and unity, aiming
to transform her into a symbolic bridge between Taiwan and
China. In doing so, the CPC has attempted to co-opt Mazu’s
cultural significance, positioning her as an ambassador
for reunification. To further this strategy, the CPC relies
on an arsenal of cultural exchanges, economic incentives,

5 3 and religious associations that promote a shared “Chinese
Key Findings d P
cultural identity.”

One notable strategy within the CPC’s United Front initiative
GQ°RFC°@$GTC®° DILGRGCQA°?NNPM?AF °UFGA
affinity” as a method for fostering closer ties across

the strait. Pilgrimages to Mazu’s ancestral temple are

encouraged as a symbolic act akin to returning home to pay

ancestral respects — a powerful invocation of traditional

Chinese customs. These rituals are then co-opted by the CPC

to deepen cross-strait connections under a shared cultural

and spiritual heritage.

Meanwhile, a different facet of the Mazu temple network
has evolved in Taiwan, where criminal organizations have, in
many cases, established influence over temple operations.
With minimal government oversight, a number of Mazu
temples have become vulnerable to gang control, their
finances used for illegal activities and resources leveraged

for political purposes. This, in turn, creates additional
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opportunities for the CPC, which works to officials, organized crime figures, local
capitalize on these criminal ties to establish security forces, journalists and scholars,
?JIJG?LACQPUGRF°GLASCLRG?J°]E S Ptaida2lyds Widghights GhCintricate ways in
funds into Taiwan to further pro-China which Mazu worship has become entangled
agendas. with cross-strait political influence and

organized crime.

The Dajia Jenn Lann Temple, one of Taiwan'’s

largest Mazu temples, is a leading example

of this intersection of religious devotion,

organized crime, and political power. The

temple’s chairman, Yen Ching-piao, a

figure with ties to organized crime, has

transformed the temple into a focal point

of gang influence, commerce, and cross-

strait exchange. Notably, the temple has

developed a profitable cultural park in

2G?LHGL °IFGL? °RF?R°QCPTCQ°@MRF°]JL?LAG?J°?LB®°

diplomatic interests for those involved.

Another key player in these efforts is
the Bamboo Union, Taiwan’s largest
gang. Led by Chang An Lo, also known as
“White Wolf,” the organization has openly
supported reunification and actively
recruited Taiwanese gang members to
support Beijing’s interests. Chang’s China
Unification Promotion Party (CUPP) has
proved particularly resourceful, infiltrating
temples across Taiwan and using temple
funds for money laundering, and engaging

in electoral interference.

This report, produced by Religioscope after
a year-long investigation, provides insight
into how the CPC’s United Front is working
to influence pro-unification sentiment
within Taiwanese religious institutions.

Drawing from interviews with temple
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From Sea Goddess to Queen of Heaven
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The origins of the Mazu faith trace back to Fujian
Province in southern China around AD 1000, during
the Song Dynasty, as documented in the Records of
the Holy Deeds of the Heavenly Princess w80O9y-Ten
£x x ' Mazu, known as the “Goddess of the Sea,” was
believed to protect coastal communities, especially
sailors and fishermen, by ensuring safe passage on
treacherous waters. Folklore suggested that Mazu
could predict weather changes and often rescue
those in danger during storms, earning her the title
“Dragon Maiden.”

By the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD), advancements
in maritime technology had spurred more extensive 430183 BV SVMUVSEM 1BSL 430183 $13
sea travel and trade, helping to spread Mazu worship 1IPUP CZ .JMFT $1JOH

beyond Fujian and into Taiwan by around 1600.

Immigrants crossing the perilous Taiwan Strait began

to view Mazu as the Goddess of the Sea, and once

settled and cultivating land in Taiwan, expanded

Mazu’'s role to include plague relief, quelling

rebellions, preventing pirate attacks, earthquake

rescue, healing the sick, coastal patrol, aiding rainfall,

helping soldiers, exorcising demons and defusing

bombs. Over time, Mazu has become the most

widespread folk belief in Taiwan and a vital source of

spiritual support.

Mazu is today Taiwan’s most widespread folk deity,
with scholars estimating that around 61% of Taiwan’s
population, or roughly 14 million people, identify as
her followers. * A vast network of over 3,000 temples
dedicated to Mazu can be found across the island,
ranging from small, locally managed shrines to
grand institutions like the Meizhou Mazu Temple in

mM3FDPSET PG UIF )PMZ %FFET PG UIF )FBWFOMZ 1SJODFTT 809y-iefi£x
IUUQT DUFYU PSH XJLJ QM JG HC DIBQUEFS Q

m$1Jv , 1 +VOF  05b“<YrO)L'O*AJ-&0)TjpGtv ‘A 05.i] <YrO

00.Ewc@(, 5IF TUVEZ PG UIF 1BTTBHF PG .BUTV #FMJFG JO 5BJXBO $BTF PG
5BJQFJ $PVOUZ .BUTV $VMUVSBM 'FTUJWBM "JSJUJ -JCSBSZ
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https://ctext.org/wiki.pl?if=gb&chapter=614954, p.85. 

https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/a0000246-201006-201209120017-201209120017-131-139
https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/a0000246-201006-201209120017-201209120017-131-139
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China and the Dajia Jenn Lann Temple in
Taiwan, and are often located in the heart
of communities. These temples act not only
as centers for spiritual worship, but also as
hubs for political, economic, and community
life, a system known in Taiwan as “Religious
Spheres” ( rzr&5V Jisi qu A).

Widespread devotion to Mazu in Taiwan is
likely due to the seamless integration of folk
religion into everyday life, which contrasts
with more structured faiths like Christianity
or Islam that often require formal initiation
and exclusive allegiance. For most
worshippers, a visit to a Mazu temple
involves lighting incense, offering prayers
for blessings or seeking protection —
particularly for those in professions linked
to the sea, such as sailors and fishermen.
These visits are characterized by vibrant

altars, detailed statues of Mazu and the
ceremonial music that often accompanies
major festivals like Mazu’s birthday.
Mazu worship is inherently inclusive,
allowing devotees to venerate other folk
gods alongside her without conflict. This
flexibility, combined with the emphasis on

communal rituals and festivals, strengthens

social ties and reinforces cultural identity,

making the faith a deeply embedded part of

Taiwanese life.

The Mazu faith does not have a permanent
clergy. Temple affairs are often led by
management committees or boards
of directors, which are composed of
representatives elected by local believers.

These committees oversee temple
operations, festivals and maintenance,

ensuring that the organizational direction

B
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PC"CARQ°RFC°AMJICARGTC°UGJJI°MD rRdet? AdNtaKeS e Gaeidty® Mazu now

While each temple is generally autonomous, holds the revered title of “Queen of Heaven”
more prominent temples may provide (8 O «iAhou), and is regarded as the
guidance to smaller ones in their orbit, highest-ranking female deity. In recent
such as instruction in ceremonial practices years, however, the Chinese government has
or opportunities to partake in shared given her an additional title: the “Goddess of
religious activities like incense exchange or Peace in the Taiwan Strait” ( ]s@U1$C,90r).
pilgrimages.

Il

Distribution of Mazu Temples in Taiwan

Lienchiang

Mews Taipei

Estimated number

of Mazu temples
0-10
11-30
30-50
51-100
100-150
150+

@ 2025 Religioscope
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Goddess of Peace In the Taiwan Strait



12| 5IF 4PGU 1PXFS PG B (PEEFTT

Mazu as a Political Symbol in China

In 2023, the China News Service, an entity
directly under the United Front Work
Department of the Central Committee of

the Communist Party of China, published

multiple articles portraying Mazu as the

“Goddess of Peace in the Taiwan Strait.”

In the same year, similar projections were

made by the Taiwan Affairs Office of the
State Council of China.

In doing so, Chinese authorities appear
to have recast traditional folk belief in
Mazu as playing a key role in thawing
cross-strait relations. The strategic
use of cultural symbols aligns with the
“Regulations on United Front Work,” the
political and strategic framework for the
CPC.* The ultimate goal of United Front is
to unify public sentiment and consolidate
power, serving as a vital tool for building a
modern socialist nation and achieving the
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

The Taiwan Affairs Office of the State
Council of China emphasized Mazu’s
mission to “seek peace” across the Taiwan
1RP?GR°GL°$SC@PS?PWF°
directly reports to the Central Committee
of the CPC, is responsible for analyzing

Taiwanese dynamics and trends in cross-
strait relations. It also coordinates various

departments to develop policies concerning

Taiwan, making it one of the most important
Chinese institutions for planning and
executing policies related to Taiwan.

During a meeting in Beijing with
representatives from Taiwan’'s Mazu
temples, the office’'s director Song Tao
stated:

“Mazu culture is an important part of
traditional Chinese culture and a typical
PCNPCQCLR?RGTC°MDC°!'FGLCQCC°AS,.
in Taiwan. Chinese culture is the common
root of compatriots on both sides of the
strait and a crucial bond that maintains

the emotional ties between them. We must
jointly protect, inherit, and promote it. Our
determination and will to seek peace for the
Taiwan Strait, benefit for our compatriots,

and revival of the nation remain unchanged.
Thus, the 'Taiwan independence' forces'
efforts to 'de-sinicize' ( /4 & ¥ 5\ .d zh Og

guo hua) are ungrateful and unpopular.” °

°2FGQ°  anpATadrdJan@-Anldeépendence rhetoric

PCNPCQCLRQ°RFC°MD]JAG?J°QR?LA(
government. Today, Taiwan is a democratic

island nation of 23.5 million residents who

enjoy a range of political, religious and civil

freedoms. For decades, the CPC in Beijing

has claimed sovereignty over Taiwan, and
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http://big5.gwytb.gov.cn/xwdt/zwyw/202302/t20230216_12510997.htm
http://big5.gwytb.gov.cn/xwdt/zwyw/202302/t20230216_12510997.htm
https://m.chinanews.com/wap/detail/cht/zw/ft10119519.shtml
https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-01/05/content_5577289.htm
https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-01/05/content_5577289.htm
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has continually intervened in Taiwanese
society and politics through military
intimidation, political influence, economic
pressure and other soft power strategies.
The goal has been to achieve the annexation
and unification of Taiwan through United
Front work.

Taiwanese think tank research shows
that the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State

Council, the same council that received
Taiwanese Mazu temple representatives
in 2023, is at the heart of this long-term

strategy. ° The aforementioned statement
by the State Council is just one of the few
public affirmations of Mazu’s role as the

“Goddess of Peace in the Taiwan Strait.”

Hong Ying-fa, a researcher at the Center
for Chinese Religious Studies at National
Chengchi University, has studied Mazu
culture for many years. In an interview with
Religioscope, he noted that many temple
boards of directors, temple management
committees and Taiwan Affairs Offices
within the Chinese official system now
pay lip service to Mazu as the goddess
of both sides of the Taiwan Strait. This
reinterpretation aims to use Mazu’s
influence to promote unification based on
her status and significant following within

Research by Associate Professor Gu
Ming Chun at Tsinghua University also
underscores the CPC’'s practice of
“instrumentalizing” religion to serve its
regime. ® After the CPC issued the “Plan
for Deepening the Reform of Party and
State Institutions” in 2018, the State
Administration for Religious Affairs, which
oversees religious matters, was placed
under the United Front Work Department of
the Central Committee. ° This restructuring
clearly integrates religion into the
governance model of United Front work.

In the same way, current CPC policy documents
openly position religious work as part of a
broader political mission: “Communist Party
members may form anti-imperialist alliances
with certain idealists and even religious groups,
but they must never agree with their idealism
and doctrines.” '° This strategy encourages the
formation of patriotic religious groups under CPC
ESGB?LAC °CKNJMWGLE°GL]JRP?RGML
methods against non-compliant religious leaders
and networks while cultivating alliances, or a
“United Front,” with friendly circles.

m(V . $ (rc@&¥ m®La]s8«Eg-.B",(m,<YrO00.E <.B[V DVMUV
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https://indsr.org.tw/respublicationcon?uid=16&resid=838&pid=1293
https://indsr.org.tw/respublicationcon?uid=16&resid=838&pid=1293
https://www.thenewslens.com/article/66774.
https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/10132716-201912-202001080001-202001080001-103-132
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Maternal Symbolism and the United
Front

Mazu’s role as a tool for promoting cross-
strait unification arguably arises from her
symbolic representation as a “mother.”
Unlike other creator deities, Mazu is often
referred to in Taiwan as the “Heavenly

Mother’ ( 8 O & s « [iZsghang shéngm §.

Folklorist Lin Mao-xian notes that Mazu
embodies maternal qualities, such as
offering care, guidance, and protection,
creating a “Goddess of Motherhood” image
that resonates deeply with her followers,
who can then project their dependence
on maternal figures onto their devotion
to Mazu. ™ This nurturing image provides
comfort to those feeling anxious or
distressed, transforming Mazu worship into
a familial bond. Followers often refer to
themselves as “Mazu’s children.”

The CPC then exploits this very same
maternal imagery for its unification
strategy. A report from the Institute for
National Defense and Security Research
(INDSR), a Taiwanese government-affiliated
think tank, reveals that Beijing addresses
cross-strait issues through a familial lens,
aiming to strengthen ties by portraying
China as Taiwan’s motherland. ** Mazu’s
cultural significance is leveraged to bridge
the cross-strait divide, with Chinese state-

m-JO . +VOF

run media stating in 2023 that “Mazu’s
children” are present in loving households

on both sides of the strait. =

This familial approach aligns with the
underlying logic of Chinese communities
worldwide: the concept of family. In folk
belief, Mazu symbolizes the extension of
familial relationships. Research by Lin
Qitian from the Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences describes the “Five Relations
Culture” ( '@{"00O.BV éyuan wénhua), which
comprises kinship ties, geographic ties,
religious ties, occupational ties and material
ties. ** This culture is fundamental to the way
Chinese society operates.

In detail, “Five Relations Culture” includes:

1.Kinship: Blood relations and marital
connections.

2.Geographic Ties: Neighborhood and
hometown associations, such as local
hometown societies.

3.Religious Ties: Shared religious beliefs,
such as worshiping Mazu or Guan Gong (™,
the god of justice, worshiped by both police
and gangs), which unite people through

common deities.

4.0ccupational Ties: Relationships

fib“fm, yr_PE<Y<Y z&e%o<YrO)L'OEVEs.

©j0em,z&+H—I <5BJXBOFTF QFPQMFS T &6 .PUIFS %FJUZ6 5IF NBUFSOBM
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IVUQT PQJOJPO VEO DPN PQJOJPO TUPSZ
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https://opinion.udn.com/opinion/story/11373/4631801
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Culturalization Strategy:

The Emergence of “Mazu Culture” Under the CPC

Creation of the China Mazu
Culture Exchange Association

Registered as a civil organization but led by
a senior CPPCC official. The association’s
mission is to unite Chinese descendants,
foster cooperation, and promote Mazu

culture.

Proposal to adopt Mazu
into United Front strategy

Fujian government proposal during the Two
Sessions recommends establishing a
national-level leadership organization for
Mazu culture promotion, and links Mazu
initiatives with countering Taiwanese
independence and advancing national
reunification.

China applies for UNESCO
recognition of Mazu beliefs

Chinese authorities successfully apply
to include Mazu beliefs as intangible
cultural heritage, encompassing
Taiwan, symbolizing cross-strait unity
under China.

Mazu culture features in the
13th Five-Year Plan Outline

The outline integrates cultural
exchanges involving government and
civil participation, including festivals,

expos, and folk cultural exchanges,
into the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
strategy.

Mazu-themed media productions by the
Chinese Mazu Cultural Exchange Association

CCTV-televised dramas "The Legend of Meizhou
Island"” and "Mazu," as well as the documentary "Mazu
Returns Home,"” celebrate the cultural significance of

© 2025 Religioscope

Mazu and promote cross-strait unity.

-
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between classmates, colleagues and
business partners, formed through shared

experiences and interests, leading to
the creation of groups such as alumni
associations, professional societies and

trade unions.

5.Material Ties: Relationships arising from
common interests in specific objects, such
as occupational unions and associations.

This cultural framework has been integrated
into the CPC’s United Front approach,
forming a reunification plan based on
“relations”. ** Mazu worship aligns with
religious ties ( r _ {Shén yuén) within this
strategy. For example, an important ritual
in Mazu worship, “Returning Incense to the
Ancestral Temple,” (- ®0"rO Yixi Ag yé z §
embodies this concept of “Five Relations
Culture.” Temples of lower status must
return to the ancestral temple to draw
power from the original deity and report
local conditions, mirroring the Chinese
tradition of younger generations in regularly
returning home to honor their ancestors.

The CPC capitalizes on both this tradition
and the widespread worship of Mazu in
Taiwan as part of United Front work. A Mazu
temple official from central Taiwan shared

with Religioscope that temples in Taiwan
generally return to the Mazu temple on
Meizhou lIsland, in Fujian Province, China,

m4POH 9 3 IBP (9 &ET "QSJM

every two years for pilgrimage. This journey
represents a “going home” to visit one’s

parents: it not only replenishes spiritual

energy and fosters exchanges, but also
allows Taiwanese temples to affirm their
status as authentic Mazu temples.

Originally worshiped as a protector of the
people, Mazu has been reinterpreted under
CPC directives to symbolize cross-strait
peace and capitalize on Chinese community
values in Taiwan to reinforce reunification
ideals. This transformation highlights how
religious beliefs in Taiwan can be readily
leveraged for political purposes.

Culturalization Strategy

Scholar Gu Ming Chun describes the CPC’s
process of transforming belief into a
strategic tool as a “culturalization” strategy,
which has led to the emergence of the
concept of “Mazu culture.” * As a result,
Mazu is no longer merely a deity or belief
but also represents a broader community
and national culture. This shift creates a de-
religionized identity that prioritizes cultural
dissemination over religious development,
enabling cultural exchanges to be leveraged

by Chinese authorities as instruments of
GLASCLAC°?@PM?B

In 2004, the CPC established the China Mazu
Culture Exchange Association. Although
registered as a civil organization, the

m(v . $ (rc@&¥, m®Lgls8«Eg- . B",(m,<YrO00.E
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association is led by the vice chairman of the
National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCCQC),
indicating strong ties with government
authorities. '’ The association’s stated
mission is to unite Chinese descendants,
promote cooperation and exchanges, and
propagate Mazu culture.

Then, in 2009, the Chinese government
applied to UNESCO to list Mazu beliefs as
"intangible cultural heritage" including
Taiwan in its scope, thereby making Mazu
culture a symbolic representation of cross-
strait unity under China.

The term “Mazu culture” later gained
prominence in China’s 13th Five-Year Plan

Outline, released in 2016. '® This plan is a

key national development strategy that
addresses China’s industrial, economic,
trade, and social governance, including the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). In the chapter
dedicated to promoting BRI, the outline
states: “Establish mechanisms for cultural
exchanges involving both government
and civil participation, host cultural years,
art festivals, film festivals, expos, and
encourage diverse folk cultural exchanges
to leverage the positive role of folk cultures
such as Mazu culture.”

During the 2018 Two Sessions ( Rli &g

hui), the annual meetings of the National

People’s Congress (NPC) and the Chinese

People’s Political Consultative Conference

(CPPCC), the Fujian provincial government

submitted a proposal to enhance Mazu’s
value within United Front strategy.
The document recommended “the
establishment of a national-level leadership
organization for promoting Mazu culture,
jointly formed by the United Front Work
Department of the CPC Central Committee,
the Taiwan Affairs Office, cultural
departments, the Fujian Provincial Party
Committee, the provincial government, and
the Putian Municipal Party Committee and
government.”

Additionally, the recommendation explicitly
linked efforts to counter the Taiwanese
independence movement with Mazu
projects:

“This organization should formulate
short-term and medium-to-long-
term development plans. It should
also coordinate resources from the
private sector, universities, and
overseas to launch influential Mazu
culture development projects in stages,
promoting multidimensional development

and harmonious resonance, ensuring
Mazu culture plays a greater role in
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constructing the '21st Century Maritime
Silk Road,' resisting Taiwan independence,
and advancing the cause of national
PCSLG]A?REGML A

At the same time, the Chinese Mazu Cultural
Exchange Association has produced
various Mazu-themed media products,
such as the CCTV-televised dramas “The
Legend of Meizhou Island” and “Mazu,” and
the documentary “Mazu Returns Home”
featuring Peng Li Yuan, wife of Chinese
President Xi Jinping. ** These productions
serve not only to celebrate Mazu’s cultural
significance, but also promote cross-strait
unity by framing Mazu as a shared heritage
between China and Taiwan.

In this way, promoting Mazu culture
becomes a means by which the CPC aims to
create a sense of shared identity and loyalty
among Chinese communities, particularly
in response to growing pro-Taiwanese
independence sentiment.
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The Iron Triangle: Taiwanese Gangs,
Mazu Temples, and the CPC
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The relationship between Mazu temples,
Taiwanese gangs, and the CPC forms
a complex network that the Taiwanese
government has labeled the “Iron Triangle”
of religious United Front operations. 2 This
network plays a key role in the CPC'’s efforts
to exert influence over Taiwan through
both religious and criminal channels. The
next section of this report will illustrate
how Taiwanese gangs are integral to this
network.

How Organized Crime Took Hold of
Mazu Temples in Taiwan

It is widely recognized in Taiwan that many
individuals with criminal backgrounds also

hold positions as temple managers. Notable
examples include Huang Cheng Guo, a
807¥nH, one
of Taiwan’s three major gangs, who serves

member of the “Thento Union” (

as chairman of the management committee

at Muzha Shengmu Temple ( R SBefiZ &> h

Similarly, Tsai Yung-chang, a gang leader,
chairs the historic Beigang Chaotian Temple
(.1 ~1R S 8 O.5The Thento Union itself is
based at Yaoshan Temple ( i ¥4 ? E 3, where
gang members reportedly use the temple’s
back meeting room for organizational

discussions.

A chairman of a Tainan Mazu temple, who
wished to remain anonymous, explained that
gang involvement in temple management is

m.JOJTUSZ PG UIF *OUFSJPS 3FQ@VCMJID PG
"VHVTU , O_YE&%, @X>01\])" 2-Efi69.{°F, zjJ ©4"/E69Cfce 'f

not a new phenomenon. Temples in Taiwan

?PC°LMR°QRPGARJW°PCESJ?RCB °?

often lack transparency. This environment
enables illegal activities such as money
laundering, where even incense donations
from believers can become revenue streams
for gangs. Rituals and festivals can also be
subcontracted for kickbacks, with temple

funds occasionally funneled into political

contributions.

The connection between organized crime
and temples largely stems from Taiwan’s
social history. For centuries, Taiwanese
temples have been microcosms of collective
society, with each village centering around
a temple for worship, entertainment,
dispute mediation, and defense. Moreover,
traditional community groups, known as
“Gatau” ( “ , =),gvere made up of mixed
social statuses and are now considered one
of the precursors to modern gangs.

In the past, temples were governed by a
“consensus system,” such as the traditional
“Luzhu system” ( ed&°-V), where community
members would select a leader for annual
worship activities by casting divination
blocks. This leader would collect “head
money” ( & h 0 ! ®hg k qu gian) from each
household in the village to fund events
and organize temple fairs, taking on the
responsibility of gathering manpower and
resources for temple activities, as well
as managing the allocation of tasks and
sensitive interpersonal relationships. In
this WayS,B%z)i(réy Gatau resembled a local

$1J0B
leadership structure, and did not necessarily
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However, starting in the 1980s, the lifting
of martial law in Taiwan and the advent
of frequent local elections created new
avenues for profit and influence. This,
combined with rapid economic development
and the proliferation of various activities,
led Gatau to gradually expand into illegal
industries such as gambling, the sex
industry and violence, ultimately evolving

into organized gangs. °° Gangs exert

Wen Zong Han, a scholar of religion and
former executive director of the Taiwan
Research Center at Providence University,
corroborated Religioscope’s findings
through his own interviews with Mazu
temples dating back to 2016. During these
visits, he discovered that the chairman of a
prominent Mazu temple in southern Taiwan
had ties to gang activity, including murder
and heroin smuggling. Drawing on his gang

QS@QR?LRG?J°GLASCLACC®?R°RFC°Jbhaékgddunh@, TtizJcHaiaak Ghiotmed Wen

these networks, participating in elections
to protect industry interests and leverage
political ties, ultimately creating a tight-knit
relationship between gangs, temples, and
politics.

At the same time, the Taiwanese
government has allowed temples to
become “corporatized” over the past few
decades, with regulatory changes aimed at
modernizing temple management leading
to organizational control being taken over
by management committees or boards
of directors. ** This has dismantled the
traditional consensus-based system that
involved local residents, replacing it with
a more centralized structure. As a result,
temples have become oligarchic in structure,
providing opportunities for gangs to take
over operations in order to gain commercial
?LB°NMJIJGRGA?J°GLA"SCLAC

m5IF 51FOUP 60JPO GPS FYBNQMF

that upon entering the temple management
system, he recruited others with similar
backgrounds, such as introducing a former
violent gang member to oversee cross-strait
exchange activities.

How Gangs Leverage Cross-Strait

Religious Exchanges for Financial Gain

The control of Taiwanese temples by

criminal gangs has progressively opened

up opportunities for financial exploitation

by the CPC. Under the pretext of cross-

strait religious exchanges, the CPC is able
RM°MDDCP°]L?LAG?J°GLACLRGTCQ"
Taiwanese gangs. At the same time,
commercial opportunities presented by

the CPC serve as a strong motivation for
E?LEQ°RMONJI?W°?°QGELG]A?LR°PM
Front’s religious strategies. In this way, the

exchange of Mazu worshipers between the

two sides of the Taiwan Strait is not only

religious and cultural in nature, but also

forms a network of social and commercial

capital.
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Financial Inflows from Pilgrimages and
Cultural Festivals

The primary motivation for gang involvement
in temple management is undoubtedly the

These businesspeople typically donate tens
of thousands of dollars (NTD) as offerings,
which also end up in the coffers of the gangs
controlling the temples.

QS@QR?LRG?IJ°NPM]R°BCPGTCB°DPMK°N?PRGAGN?RGLE?®

in religious activities. Han, who had
participated in cross-strait pilgrimage

groups in 2018 and interacted with a
medium-sized Mazu temple managed by
gangs, observed that the temple in central
Taiwan was highly enthusiastic about
engaging in cross-strait religious exchanges

as an income generating activity.

According to Han, each pilgrimage trip could
generate millions of New Taiwan Dollars
(NTD) in profit. *® This profit stemmed from
the hundreds of believers participating in
the pilgrimage, with the temple collecting
travel funds of around NTD20,000 to 30,000
(USD600 to 900) per person for airfare and
accommodation. Once in China, the hosting
Chinese organizations cover all costs for
food, accommodation and travel, allowing
the gang to pocket the travel subsidies
collected.

Additionally, with many Taiwanese
businesses still operating in China,
Taiwanese businesspeople are often
mobilized by local governments in China
to participate in events when a Taiwanese
Mazu temple group visits the country. This
is meant to showcase Mazu as a symbol of
promoting peace across the Taiwan Strait.

A Mazu temple chairman in Taichung
described temple operators as “brokers”
navigating activities between the two sides
of the Strait. He noted that gang-controlled
temples are financially incentivized to play
this role, with religious exchanges closely
tied to economic exchanges and business
opportunities. Members of the Dajia Jenn
Lann Temple, Taiwan’s largest Mazu temple,
for example, have construction businesses
that greatly benefit from Chinese support,
both in terms of finances and government
policy. *°

In June 2024, Religioscope interviewed a
member of the "Bamboo Union," one of
Taiwan’s largest gangs involved in various
criminal activities. In addition to his gang
affiliation, River is a businessman and a
member of the management committee of

a small Mazu temple in northern Taiwan. He
participates in the annual Dajia Mazu ew8bkL
<YrQ pilgrimage, and was once invited by a

senior figure in Taiwan’s financial industry

to attend a Mazu cultural festival on the
mainland. After traveling to Fujian, he was
FMQRCB°@W°RFC°IJMA?J°2?2GU?L° D
attended several banquets.

m5IF %BKJB +FOO -BOO 5FNQMF MPDBL

mOOF NJMMJPO /FX 5BJXBO %PMMBST JT SPYHIMZAFRV I BMFOVES BFUBIM JO QBSU GPVS |

64 %



25 |

5IF 4PGU 1PXFS PG B (PEEFTT

During these social events, a Chinese
businessman invited River to join a
Taiwanese business organization in Fujian
and invest money in local construction
projects. In return, the businessman
offered to donate funds to help renovate
his temple in Taiwan, and promised more
business opportunities if the collaboration
succeeded. In this scenario, a gang member
in the capacity of temple manager became
a “religious broker,” securing special
permissions from the Chinese government
under the guise of religious exchanges. This
arrangement allows Taiwanese individuals
to expand their business networks in China

role in China’s burgeoning export industry,
@SR°?IJQM°AMLRPG@SRCB°QGELG],
rapid economic growth by leveraging
Taiwanese capital, technology, and
expertise.

Wu refers to this model of economic

expansion as “rent-seeking,” a process
where political power is used to regulate
or monopolize industries for financial
gain. In this context, the CPC’s methods
include granting exclusive business rights,
brokering political-business deals, offering
incentives in exchange for influence, and

enabling kickbacks, bribery, and backdoor

UFGJC°?IJQM°GKNPMTGLE°RFCGP°]L&taAgGRMeAR.RTAeERGUEEgies not only

in Taiwan, thus accumulating personal and
commercial capital on both sides of the
Strait.

“Rent-Seeking” as a Strategy for
Political and Economic Expansion

The CPC has historically employed similar
tactics in its dealings with businesspeople,
particularly Taiwanese investors. Wu Jieh-
min, a researcher at Academia Sinica who
has studied China for over 30 years, explains
that since the reform and opening up in
1978, China has used a combination of policy
incentives and political influence to attract
Taiwanese investment. *' By offering access
to cheap labor, land and other resources,
Chinese authorities encouraged Taiwanese
businesses to establish operations on the

mainland. This not only facilitated Taiwan’'s

strengthened China’s economic position,
but also created intricate economic ties that
further entangled Taiwanese businesses in
the CPC'’s political agenda.
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The Iron Triangle:
Taiwanese Gangs, Mazu Temples, and the CPC

Taiwanese investors use

1 Communist Party of China (CPC)
Offers financial and political incentives
to Taiwanese religious leaders and gangs

2 Taiwanese Mazu Temples

Specific temples controlled by gangs, and
act as intermediaries in cross-strait
exchanges. Receive financial incentives

from both Taiwanese and Chinese entities.

3 Chinese Mazu Temples
Host visiting groups of Taiwanese
believers and act as sites of
cross-strait religious exchanges

financial support bet
temples, politicians, and inv

Funds
from ove

proper disc

4 Chinese Industry

Benefits from Taiwanese investment
capital funnelled through religious
exchanges

5 Taiwanese Investors

Use religious exchanges as
vehicles for expansion into China,
with support from Chinese
government connections

6 Taiwanese Politicians
Engage with temples and temple
communities for political gain

© 2025 Religioscope
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Financial Loopholes
Taiwan’s lack of regulatory oversight over

voluntarily disclose the sources and flows
of their funds. These financial inflows,

RCKNJCP°]JL?LACQ°F?Q°?JQM°APC?ROBR&AISaQ RronkR &v2dSeas via large

opportunities for money laundering and
political maneuvering through cross-
strait religious exchanges. During a 2023
legislative inquiry, Taiwanese legislator Lin
Shu-fen noted that temples are not required
to disclose donation information or fund

domestic religious entities, present a major
money laundering loophole for Taiwanese

regulators. *

How the CPC Leverages Cross-Strait
Religious Exchanges for Political Gain

AMUQ °?JIJMUGLE°®J?PEC°PCJGEGM SBYy° °aMceptngctie Ritabdid) Incentives

to repatriate funds from overseas without

oversight.

Lin also cited a Bureau of Investigation
study indicating that members of the
boards of directors of Taiwan’s larger Mazu
temples have benefited politically and
economically through “cross-strait Mazu

belief practices.” Indeed, many directors of

Taiwan’s major Mazu temples have utilized
various Mazu-related exchanges to establish
political and business networks across the
Taiwan Strait, facilitating the expansion of

their own businesses in China. At the same

offered by cross-strait religious exchanges,
gang members at the helm of Taiwan’s Mazu
temples also become agents in CPC efforts

RM°CVCPR°NMIGRGA?J°GLASCLAC?®Y

In April 2024, Religioscope met with a senior
member of Taiwan’s Ministry of Justice
Investigation Bureau, responsible for
gathering intelligence on national security

and cross-strait relations. He explained:

“In recent years, exchanges between Mazu
temples across the strait have intensified,
with Taiwanese Mazu temples frequently

RGKC °RFCCOlI.I°F?Q°NPMTGBCB®°]L?L®NsHIAG g INeiRdPRLzu Temple ( A
RMC?°LSK@CP°MD°NMJIGRGA?J°]ESRCY ° (itNerz6du 7dlsh@, IFujian Province,

various forms under the guise of cross-strait

religious exchanges. *°

At the same time, some leaders of major
religious organizations have resisted calls
for financial transparency, refusing to

China. These interactions have created
an entry point for United Front activities,
as China has actively sought to cultivate
ties with gangs by granting them formal
recognition, special business permits, and
financial support for their organizational
development in Taiwan in order to enable
them to act as internal agents.”
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He further elaborated, “Given that
gangs have long been involved in temple
operations, China leverages the channel
of incense donations to sponsor specific
temples. This allows them to collaborate on
China’s propaganda efforts and establish
agents within Taiwan.”

Gang members, acting as temple managers,
often engage with Taiwan government

temples and their resource networks can
be involved in local politics without ever
advertising it.

Religioscope found that Taiwanese criminal
organizations have increasingly integrated
their own political and commercial interests,
particularly through their control of temples.
By leveraging temples for both social and
commercial gain, these groups now exert

MD]AG?JQ°RM°KMLGRMP°NMJIGAW?®° RPe@ieB polRicaCiAfMiEee Eian before.

key players in local political and economic
networks. The Investigation Bureau detailed
how Taiwanese Mazu temples funded by
China are assigned “tasks” in return for
financial kickbacks. These tasks include
assisting in propaganda efforts against
various Taiwanese policies, interfering in
elections, aiding specific political parties
in their anti-independence campaigns, and
promoting ideas of cross-strait unification.
During religious exchanges with China,
these same gang leaders can leverage their

Moreover, Taiwanese Mazu temples, crucial
to the CPC’s United Front operations since
the 1990s, serve as a cultural vehicle for
propagating the unification narrative
in exchange for financial benefits. This
strategic exploitation of the connection
between gangs and temples ultimately
furthers the CPC'’s reunification agenda.
A prime example of this can be seen in the

Dajia Jenn Lann Temple ( 8 B kL ¥) b Olne

largest Mazu temple in central Taiwan.

RCKNJCQ>°GLASCLAC®°GL?°2?7GU?L°?Q°?°@?PE?GLGLE?®

chip to negotiate for policy advantages, land

BC?JQ °?LB°AMKKCPAG?J°@CLC]RQ°GL°IFGL?

Scholar Wen Zong Han corroborated
this phenomenon in an interview with
Religioscope in May 2024. He explained
that the corporatization of temples has
not only allowed gangs to infiltrate temple
operations, but also provided an opportunity
for United Front efforts in Taiwan. As
long as the CPC can buy enough seats on
the management committee (or board
of directors), Han said, it can win temple
support and change their political stance.
This influence is not always visible: within
their closed organizational structures,
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The Dajia Jenn Lann Temple
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The Black Faction Gang and Cross-
Strait Collaboration

During interviews with Religioscope,
Taiwan’s Ministry of Justice Investigation

Bureau disclosed that it has uncovered
evidence of CPC infiltration in local temple

operations, facilitated by organized crime.

This influence is notably present among
high-profile temple leaders, many of whom

have ties to criminal organizations.

According to the Investigation Bureau,
the CPC frequently sponsors these temple
leaders on all-expenses-paid trips to China,
where they are invited to participate in

vl"'i-‘i“’#a
(;FTEIH'T—‘.ABKJB B[V BOE Ffaq‘mv B[V PG
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cultural exchange events. In recent years,
provincial Chinese governments have also
encouraged Taiwanese temples to establish
exchange bases and cultural parks on the
mainland. By facilitating the establishment
of branch temples in China, the CPC has
been able to foster cross-strait networks
that blend religious exchanges with
business and political goals.

A prime example of this strategy of
institutional capture is the Dajia Jenn Lann
Temple ( 8D kL¥)bO¥pim Taiwan. According
to the Investigation Bureau, representatives
from the temple recently participated in a
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cross-strait Mazu event in Tianjin, China, organized
with the goal of emphasizing the “shared roots”

of people on both sides of the strait. The event’s
rhetoric focused on fostering a sense of kinship
under the banner of “One Family Across the Strait” ( ,
@X&g>{+ -JAOHOG YO).ZIKJA RIO

Currently the seventh-largest city in China, Tianjin
is also the site where the Taiwanese Dajia Jenn Lann
Temple helped finance a cultural park. This setup
highlights the temple’s deep involvement in cross-
strait exchanges, a position facilitated by its leader
Chairman Yen Ching-piao, a figure with extensive

political and criminal connections.

Yen's leadership over the temple has been
unchallenged for the past 25 years, and he has
also served as Taichung County Councilor, Council
Speaker, and a four-term Legislator. His family is
active in a number of lucrative industries, including
gravel, asphalt, and land development, industries that
have long been associated with organized crime in

Taiwan.

In fact, Yen himself is the leader of the “Black
Faction” ( -+ ]#) gang in central Taiwan. His criminal
record includes convictions for corruption, firearms
possession, attempted murder, aggravated robbery,
incitement to perjury and other serious offenses,
leading to his imprisonment on Green Island in 1987
during Taiwan’s “Anti-Crime Campaign” ( &g ? Tj 1
RIOH [IVAB6v&s background in both legitimate
and illicit domains enabled him to consolidate control
over the Dajia Jenn Lann Temple, one of Taiwan’s
most important Mazu sites. His management of the
temple not only solidifies his political power and

:FO $1JOH QJBP $IBJSNBO PG UIF #PBSE
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public legitimacy, but also facilitates the
Dajia Jenn Lann Temple’s participation in
lucrative cross-strait exchanges.

Black Faction Rule of the Dajia Jenn
Lann Temple

Dajia Jenn Lann Temple has not always
enjoyed the stability it holds today. In
1998, the Dajia Jenn Lann Temple’s sixth
chairman election became a battleground,
with intense rivalry between Wang Jin-lu,
the incumbent chairman, and Zheng Ming-
kun. Both men were members of the Black
Faction gang.

The campaign saw significant gang-related
violence and criminal activity. On the eve
of the election, Zheng Ming-kun’s brother,
Zheng Ming-fu, kidnapped and shot one of
Wang’'s supporters, Li Jia-chang, in both
legs before fleeing to China, where he was
able to escape capture by Taiwan’'s law
enforcement.

Given the volatile situation, over 200 police
officers were deployed to maintain order
during the election, a striking display of the

high stakes involved in temple leadership.
In a July 2024 interview, a senior Taichung
police officer explained that the position

of chairman at the Dajia Jenn Lann Temple

E &£ Obkessings for its followers.  * Its
assets, valued at over NT$1.86 billion (USD
59.52 million) as of 2021, include land,
cash, and gold. Despite these significant
assets, however, the Dajia Jenn Lann
Temple has only disclosed NT$290 million

in annual income over the past 40 years,
raising obvious concerns about financial

transparency. >

To secure the chairmanship in 1999, Zheng
Ming-kun collaborated with Yen, who was
then the Taichung County Council Speaker. >
This alliance led to Yen becoming chairman,
and Zheng serving as vice-chairman.  *°
Their victory led to substantial changes in

the temple’s governance, including a 2001
amendment to the temple’s donation charter

that expanded the number of electable
board members from 93 to 133. These new
board members were selected directly by
Yen and Zheng, strengthening their control

over temple operations.

A former temple follower representative
alleged that many new board members

m4BOMJ /FXT /FUXPSL IPWFENCFS ¥)bO>t
Cf™?7/\- <;IFOMBO 5FNQMF FBSOT NJMMJPOT G
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The Dajia Jenn Lann Temple is indeed a
financial powerhouse. Wang Chao-kun, a
temple board member, revealed in media
interviews that the temple could earn
NT$60 million (USD1.9 million) annually
through “light of hope”
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have ties to the criminal world, thereby
undermining the temple’s integrity. He

explained to Religioscope that although
the 40 new representatives were nominally
selected from local religious groups, they
were, in fact, proxies controlled by Yen and
Zheng. * He criticized the move, stating, “The
new representatives include local unfamiliar

faces, even boys from special industries and
gang members, which is a great insult to
Mazu.”

Yen's monopolization of the chairman
position after the 1999 election transformed

the Dajia Jenn Lann Temple from a traditional
community-led religious society into a
power-concentrated foundation, giving the
board and supervisors greater control over
temple operations, finances, and events.
This restructuring allowed gangs to rapidly
penetrate the core of temple power. A 2002
review of the temple’s board members by
Taiwanese media revealed that many had
criminal records for offenses including
drug-related crimes, fraud, theft, election
law violations, attempted murder, perjury,

and securities fraud. ¥’
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Dajia Jenn Lann Temple’s Rise to
Prominence in Cross-Strait Exchanges

To understand how Dajia Jenn Lann Temple
rose to prominence among Taiwan’s Mazu
temples and came to spearhead cross-strait
religious exchanges, it is useful to look back
to the late 20th century.

In 1986, Taiwan was still under martial
law under the Kuomintang government,
and authorities prohibited all civilian

connections with China. Even basic
communications between the two sides
faced hurdles, with letters undergoing

inspections or routed through places
like Hong Kong before reaching China.
Against this backdrop, China’s United Front
Work Department and Ministry of Culture
instructed cultural historians in Quanzhou

(\nBe) and Putian ( t¥%kJ in Fujian Province

to conduct basic research on Mazu worship
and plan related religious activities, such
as inviting believers from home and abroad
to participate, in a bid to bypass Taiwan’s

restrictions. *®

As part of this initiative, China rebuilt the
Meizhou Mazu Temple in Putian, Fujian
Province, hoping to use the thousandth
anniversary of Mazu’s ascension as a reason
to extend invitations to Mazu temples
across Taiwan. According to China’s
Mazu Magazine, senior officials from
provincial Taiwan Affairs Offices and city-
level consultative committees even held

meetings with Taiwanese temple officials
in Hong Kong, formally inviting them to visit

Meizhou, Mazu’s ancestral temple.  **

In 1987, the leadership of Dajia Jenn Lann

Temple seized this opportunity to build their

own reputation. Despite legal constraints,

they arranged a covert journey to China,
R?IGLE®?°+?XS°QR?RSC°?LB°® °RCK
JPQRC°RM°(?N?L °RFCL°RM°&MLE®°)ML
to Meizhou, where they completed their

pilgrimage at the Meizhou Mazu Temple.

This delegation from Dajia Jenn Lann
2CKNJIJC°@CA?KC°RFC°]PQR°2?GU?L
undertake a pilgrimage to China, and they
returned with sacred items and incense
from the ancestral temple. Their actions
caused a stir in Taiwan, but due to mediation
from local legislators, they avoided legal
repercussions. This unprecedented
pilgrimage not only drew significant media
attention, but also helped Dajia Jenn Lann
Temple position itself as the representative
of “authentic Mazu” worship in Taiwan,
elevating its status among Taiwanese Mazu
temples and establishing itself as a pioneer
in cross-strait religious exchanges.

According to some scholars, the Dajia Jenn
Lann Temple's example demonstrated to
the CPC that Mazu worship could serve as a
channel for connecting Taiwan’s grassroots
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8DKLY)bO>hm 7N®0S{+ <1PXFS 4QBDF BOE 4ZNCPM 5IF

m )POH ' .BSDI J E+8DKL<YrOZN®im,5 {+f...QPVUF PG %BKJB +IFOMBO 5FNQMF> (FPHSBQI.
§e -1 E <$IBOHFT JO UIF SPVUF BOE TDIFEVMF PG UIF %BKJB .B[V
QIJMHSJNBHF BGUFS UIF XBS> [W)'%E <'PMLXBZT>IUUQT XXX BJSJUJMJCSBSZ DPN "SUJDMF %FUB
IUUQT USGD UX GPMLXBZT UPQJD DPMVNO@IPOHM



https://trfc.tw/folkways/topic/column_hong/000003
https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/10196684-201011-201110240008-201110240008-49-70
https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/10196684-201011-201110240008-201110240008-49-70

35| 5IF 4PGU 1PXFS PG B (PEEFTT

communities with China.  *° In turn, Chinese
authorities began to see Mazu-related
exchanges as a strategic way to foster
influence in Taiwan. With this realization,
China intensified efforts to structure these
exchanges through organized networks.
Taiwan Affairs Offices and United Front
departments gradually built a formalized
network linking Taiwan’s local society and

the foundation for a powerful network of
cross-strait religious exchanges, and Yen's
capacity as a gang leader, businessman, and
politician has positioned the resource-rich
and well-connected Mazu temple as a key
player within both Taiwan’s Mazu worship
community and China’s United Front
strategy.

NMIGRGA?J°]ESPCQ°?PMSLB°RFC°UMPQFGN°MD?°+?XS ©°

increasing the intensity of these activities
after 2000.

In 2001, under the leadership of Dajia Jenn
Lann Temple, the “Taiwan Mazu Fellowship

Association”( 0 5 b “ <Y r O € YWag R Z

established. Today, the association counts
105 Mazu temples among its members, with
coverage across the whole island. It has
become the primary conduit for cross-strait
Mazu cultural exchanges, with many Mazu
temples requiring negotiations through
the association to organize pilgrimages
to China. At the same time, when officials
from China’s Taiwan Affairs Office or the
Association for Relations Across the Taiwan
Strait (ARATS) visit Taiwan, they are received
by the Fellowship Association and Dajia Jenn
Lann Temple.

Today, the Dajia Jenn Lann Temple is a
focal point of gang, business, and political
interests. Early initiative by the temple
during Taiwan’s period of martial law laid
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The Institutionalization of Cross-Strait
Cultural Exchanges

The Da An Zhen An Temple ( 05& ¥8D > ¥)>
>h ), located in the Taichung area, is also
a member of the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship
Association. Every two to three years, the
temple organizes pilgrimages to the Meizhou
Mazu Temple, with each trip involving 30
to 50 participants and costing millions
of NTD. Despite the high costs, Zhen An
Temple continues to make these pilgrimages
regularly.

In an interview with Religioscope, the
temple’s Chief Director Chen Chun Fu
described the pilgrimages as “like an
investment.” By participating, Taiwanese
Mazu temples gain recognition as authentic
Mazu worship centers and expand their
influence. The trips also serve a broader
commercial purpose: temples’ participation
in these events also helps them secure
opportunities to invest in local construction

projects. *

The Da An Zhen An Temple has also
participated in pilgrimages organized by
Dajia Jenn Lann Temple and, through these
experiences, Fu has become acutely aware
of the “strong United Front implications”

of the Chinese government’'s approach. He
told Religioscope that by establishing the
Taiwan Mazu Fellowship Association, the
Dajia Jenn Lann Temple has successfully
united over 100 Mazu temples under its

high visibility, and allows it to be invited to

China as a “representative of Taiwanese

religion.” As a result, Dajia Jenn Lann
2CKNJC°F?QP°E?GLCB°QGELG]A?LR"°C
successfully facilitated substantial business

opportunities for Taiwanese temples.

According to the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship
Association’s website, * the organization

has been invited multiple times to

Beijing for private meetings with Chinese

officials, including those from the Chinese

People’s Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC)P°RFC°2?2GU?L° DD?GPQ°-D]AC
Association for Relations Across the Taiwan

Strait (ARATS). ** These meetings are part of

broader Mazu cultural exchanges designed

to foster cross-strait ties. %
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Cultural Exchange as Political Exchange
Researcher Hung Ying-fa from the Center
for Chinese Religious Studies at National
Chengchi University explained that,
although the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship
Association is a religious body, it maintains
a pro-Kuomintang party (KMT) political
stance. *° The association has even organized
rallies for KMT candidates and supported
their political activities. Furthermore,
the association has cultivated strong
relationships with the CPC, frequently
organizing groups to meet with Chinese
officials and hosting various levels of
IFGLCQC°MD]AG?JQ

While the CPC officially claims not to
intervene in Taiwanese elections, Chinese
MD]AG?JQ °N?PRGASJ?PIJW°DPMK?®
the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship Association to
arrange visits to major Mazu temples across
Taiwan. These grassroots exchanges help
gather information and build networks.
For instance, during the 2016 Taiwanese
presidential election, Chen Deming, the
president of ARATS, visited Taiwan a month
before the vote. He went directly to Dajia
Jenn Lann Temple, where he held private
meetings with 29 village chiefs from Dajia
District, gatherings made possible with
the coordinating support of the temple. He
then visited Mazu temples in Nanfangao
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and Nantian in Yilan. *' Although he did

not directly endorse any candidate, he
encouraged attendees to “consider cross-
strait relations and make the best choice.”

In 2004, the Chinese government and
Meizhou Mazu Temple co-founded
the “China Mazu Cultural Exchange

Association”( &¥/79.rO00.E"'\])/8)as a

counterpart to the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship
Association. In its official congratulatory
messages, it again emphasized the clear
implications of its United Front strategy:

“Mazu culture is an important part of the
excellent traditional Chinese culture. It
serves as a bridge and bond for uniting
Chinese people at home and abroad and
promoting exchanges and cooperation
across the Taiwan Strait. The Chinese
Mazu Cultural Exchange Association ... has
achieved new and greater successes in
promoting traditional culture, expanding
global influence, uniting Chinese people,

and enhancing cross-strait exchanges.” 9

With the increasing organization of cross-
strait religious exchange networks, the

m $IFO : $ -J 3 -BJ : 4

%FDFNCFS

frequency of interactions and the number
of participants through Mazu temples has
surged. In 2006, the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship
Association led 49 Mazu temples, some
5,000 worshippers and nearly 200 Mazu
statues to participate in the blessing
ceremony held at the Meizhou Mazu
Ancestral Temple. In 2009, the association
organized a pilgrimage for over 40 Mazu
temples and more than 500 followers to
Meizhou Island and participated in the first
Straits Forum sew]s@U+88" )d4JYJ WM ,OU O

By 2014, the association had organized

a “Mass Worship” s&ew ~ nb RS K: 8YO[I+OH
D1 P C ¥uknt, assembling nearly 500

temples from across Taiwan to form a giant

pilgrimage group of 12,000 people to attend

the Meizhou festival. *° This ceremony was
integrated into the sixth Straits Forum’s

“Mazu Cultural Week” with the Taiwan Mazu
Fellowship Association, where the Dajia Jenn

Lann Temple was listed as a co-organizer.

Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council, the
official body responsible for Taiwan-China
affairs, has repeatedly stated that the
Straits Forum is a “platform for China’s
United Front.” °' According to Mainland
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Affairs Council Deputy Chairman and -D]JACQC°GL°!IFGL? °°2FGQ°QFGDRC°S]|
spokesperson Liang Wen Jie, United Front growing integration of cultural activities

activities differ from normal exchange with political objectives, reflecting China’s

activities in that normal exchanges do not use of institutionalized religious exchanges

have specific objectives and do not involve ?Q°?°3LGRCB°$PMLR°RMMJ°DMP°GI
vested interests. In contrast, the activities opinion and strengthening cross-strait ties.

of the Straits Forum aim to achieve political
objectives through methods of co-optation,
destabilization, and bribery.

The 11th Straits Forum in 2019, for example,
stirred cross-strait tensions as it took
place in Fujian Province, China. °* Taiwan’s
Mainland Affairs Council barred government
officials from attending, criticizing

the forum’s United Front agenda while
encouraging civil organizations to stay away.

In response, China’s Taiwan Affairs Office
dismissed the concerns, accusing Taiwan of
obstructing cross-strait exchanges. Chinese
authorities emphasized that the event’s
J?PEC°QA?JC°KCPCIJWC°PCA"CARCB°NMNSJ?P°QSNNMPR?®
for closer ties, and accused the Taiwanese
government of harming bilateral relations.

As cross-strait religious exchanges
have become more institutionalized, the
initially simple religious pilgrimages have

simultaneously evolved into mobilized
“propaganda pilgrimages.” These
pilgrimages are organized by Taiwanese
Mazu temples, with travel, customs
clearance, and accommodation arranged
by provincial and municipal Taiwan Affairs

m: 2 +VOF ©7:=RZ"0O05b“0Pkr/i. ]s@U+88" m5\05cete%o
Qba«liFr, @X\])EAHE <5IF .BJOMBOE "&'BJST $PVODJM ."$ IBT
CMPDLFE WBSJPVT TFDUPST JO 5BJXBO GSPN BUUFOEJOH UIF VQDPNJOH
4USBJUT 'PSVN> )POH ,POH /FXT

IlUuUQT X X X 1L DPN BSUJDMEF VUNG®
TPVSDF BSUJDMFDPQZ VUN@NFEJVN SFGFSSBM



https://www.hk01.com/article/339717?utm_source=01articlecopy&utm_medium=referral
https://www.hk01.com/article/339717?utm_source=01articlecopy&utm_medium=referral

S51F #BJTIBUVO .B[V QJMHSJNBHF JO 5BJXBO 1IPUP CZ 4



06

LI &EQFSS 9RMSR ERH "VSWYV



*O

5IF 4PGU 1PXFS PG B (PEEFTT

The profits from cross-strait religious exchanges

extend beyond major temple organizations like Dajia

Jenn Lann Temple and the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship
Association. Taiwan’s largest gang, the Bamboo

Union, has also capitalized on these exchanges,
JCTCP?EGLE°GRQ°PCQMSPACQ°RM°NPMK
IFGL? °2FC°KMQR°NPMKGLCLRP°]JESPC®°JGL
Union to these activities is Chang An Lo, also known

as “White Wolf.”

Gang Origins and Expansion

The Bamboo Union, founded in 1957, began as a
youth organization formed during Taiwan’s martial
law period. Many members were descendants of 1949
immigrants from China, making them more inclined
RMU?PB°SLGTAQMRE WHang An Lo’s leadership

$IBOH SFUVSOFE uP 58ixBO cspi thed970s, the gang developed a robust structure

IPMEJOH B CPPL QSPNPUJOH DSPTT TUSgnd ryidif BRpahitied its ranks, eventually becoming
1IPUP WJB $IBOHBDF-®PPL 1BHF

a nationwide organization.

In 1984, Taiwan’s intelligence agencies exploited the

Bamboo Union’s network, commissioning the gang

to assassinate writer Henry Liu in the United States

under the guise of patriotism. > The assassination
sparked a diplomatic crisis with the U.S., and led to a
QGELG]A?LR°AP?AIBMUL°ML°MPE?LGXCB?®
In response, the Bamboo Union shifted its operations
internationally, establishing branches in the U.S.,

Europe, and Asia while engaging in a wide range of

illicit activities such as smuggling, drug and human
RP?D]JAIGLE °NPMQRGRSRGML °?LB°NMJG

m5I1F XBWF PG JNNJHSBUJPO XBT NBEF VQ PG /BU
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BGUFS UIF $I1JOFTF $JWJM 8BS 5IFTF JOEJWJEVBMT

UP UIFJS NBJOMBOE SPPUT BOE VQIFME UIF /BUJPC
VOJGJDBUJPO 65I1JT HSPVQ XBT HFOFSBMMZ NPSF SFD
DPNQBSFE UP UIF OBUJWF 5BJXBOFTF QPQVMBUJPO X|
DMPTFMZ XJUI 5BJXBO6 T EJTUJODU DVMUVSBM BOE QPM.
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IUUQT XXX UBJOQFJUJNFT DPN /EXT UBJXBO BSDIJWFT




45| 5IF 4PGU 1PXFS PG B (PEEFTT

This notoriety earned it the fourth spot on
the Foreign Policy magazine’s list of the

most dangerous organizations globally. %

Chang An Lo’s Transition

Chang An Lo, who led the gang’'s U.S.
branch in the 1980s, was imprisoned by
US authorities in 1985 for drug trafficking
and later became wanted by the Taiwanese
government for organized crime. Forced into
exile upon his release from prison, Chang
found refuge in China in 1996, where he

reinvented himself as a businessman. %

Chang founded the Taolue Group ( « & k ce © |
5p ) in Shenzhen, manufacturing helmets

for global brands like Bell, Giro, Fox,
Decathlon, and Cannondale, achieving great
commercial success with a global market

share exceeding 45%. He later expanded

the business, establishing branches in
Jiangmen, Nanchang and Dongguan,
employing over 5,000 people, and producing

various products such as IT equipment,

unification between China and Taiwan. >

At anti-China protests, Chang led party
members in verbally abusing demonstrators
and even attacking Hong Kong activist

Joshua Wong and singer Denise Ho.  *®°

$6110T 3FMJHJPVT *O MUSBUJPC
CUPP's influence extends deeply into
Taiwan'’s religious and cultural institutions.

A Taipei District Prosecutors Office
investigation revealed the party has
systematically infiltrated temples across
Taiwan, including the establishment of

a “Mazu Party Branch” in 2016. °° Under
this model, CUPP recruited temple staff

as members or gained control over temple
management. About 30 temples, including
those in New Taipei City, Changhua County,
Yunlin County, and Tainan City, have
reportedly come under CUPP’s influence in
this way. *

QNMPRQP°EC?P °]PCJEFRGLE°COSGNKCLR °*@GAWAJC?®

parts and LED lights.

By 2005, Chang re-emerged as a political
figure, founding the Chinese Unification
Promotion Party (CUPP, &¥% zj&g) zN-U). He
openly recruited Taiwanese gang members
through the party, and met regularly with
Chinese officials to promote peaceful
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For instance, Chang An Lo serves as the
honorary chairman of the Wulu God of
Wealth Temple ( ‘@8 ~?r_>h ) in Douliu, Yunlin,
and founded the Chinese Fuxi Association
(&¥t (~i/?RZ ) where he serves as president,
with CUPP Chairman Chang Fu Tang as the

Taichung ( 05&¥<fiZ >h), the Feng Tian Temple
in Xingang ( P ~!9 8 O y,and the Beigang
Chaotian Temple ( .i*"'RS80>} Chang said,
merely invite him to celebrations or seek
his assistance in managing cross-strait
exchanges.

director-general. The association organizes
annual cross-strait religious exchange *MMFHBM 0OQFSBUJPOT BOE *O V
activities, such as religious ceremonies for Chang An Lo has also leveraged his business
the humanistic ancestor Fuxi. connections to engage with Taiwanese
civil society leaders via the CUPP. These
Prominent Mazu temples have also seen connections have allowed him to create
their executives join CUPP or align with an extensive network that bridges both
its initiatives. For example, Wu Dong He, business and political interests.
an executive director of Beigang Chaotian

Temple in Yunlin eew2#SL.Ii~!'RSBthe h

oldest Mazu temple in Taiwan with a history

According to an investigation by the
Pingtung District Prosecutors Office, the
of over 300 years, has now joined CUPP as deputy chairman of the Pingtung branch of

the CUPP, a man named Ke ( SO), was found

to have repeatedly accepted commissions

a party member. Another temple director,

Cai Shang Yuan, is also an honorary advisor
for the CUPP’s Qianlong Party Branch ( Zj
)y -U' © Q - (. Makeover, CUPP Central
Committee member Lin Guo Qing, who holds

from Chinese officials. These commissions
involved Ke recruiting village chiefs and
residents in Pingtung to travel to China

honorary board positions in several temples, under the guise of the Taiwanese Business

maintains close ties with Yen Chin-piao’s Association. ® During these trips, host

Taiwan Mazu Fellowship Association. CPC officials promoted “one family across

the strait” aew , @X &g >{’'+ -JAOHS Y0O) Z1KJ

In an interview with Taiwan media, Chang An ideology, and encouraged support for

Lo played down the CUPP’s involvement in specific political candidates in upcoming

temple affairs by stating that temple leaders elections.

tend to lack strong ideological leanings. ot

Mazu Temples like the Wenheng Temple in The CUPP’s internal structure and its close

Tainan ( 05/BO0e,ZA), the Shengwu Temple in ties with the Bamboo Union highlight the

m1JOHUVOH %JTUSJDU 1SPTFDVUPST 0=*DF
m-JO $) )VBOH ODUPCFS } o#t OOGoaB7gB«.t. “{. MIO7TKBESPGZ%o'*Y Tj'YOb\e© €++ ~UK r-’A* 0C

fHsO&Y¥, 028 'f mzj) -U_6+6 >hDTeUS3yE/mX% <'VMM UFYWb= %1% 5/F DPVSU IBT BQQSPWFE B SFRVFTU
81 JUF 8PMG DMBJINT UP CF B DPNSBEF PG UIFBS3E QSPAJCOUGRO BPWBIPOOUBDU GPS UXP EFGFO
QSPNPUJPO QBSUZS T JO=(MUSBUJPO PG UFNQ®IF$ FSIFAVF BAWPTS B BFEGNY®IHFIJDH USBWFM UP $I
.JSSPS .FEJB JOUFSNFEJBSZ BDUJWJUJFT> 1JOHUVOH %J
IUUQT XXX NJSSPSNFEJB NH TUPSZ JOW 1SFTT 3FMFBTF

IUUQT UJOZVSM DPN O C L
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depth of its influence within both Taiwan’s
political landscape and organized crime
networks. In interviews with media, Chang
confirmed that the CUPP holds weekly
meetings at the party headquarters in New
Taipei City, where unification pamphlets
are distributed for members to study and
read aloud. These members, or “cadres,” not
only include CUPP members but also high-
ranking figures from the Bamboo Union.
Taiwanese police have verified that 26 key
CUPP members hold influential positions,
such as branch leaders and chapter

presidents, within the Bamboo Union. 63

In recent years, the CUPP has increasingly
acted as an agent of China’s United Front
work in Taiwan, directly facilitating the
illegal entry of Chinese United Front
government officials and agents. In 2019,
the Taipei District Prosecutors Office
revealed that Chang An Lo’s son, Chang Wei,
had used his Huaxia Dadi Travel Agency (
8388D5)) to forge travel documents, enabling
thousands of Chinese nationals, including
local government civil affairs officials
and members of cross-strait exchange
promotion associations, to enter Taiwan
illegally, often meeting with Bamboo Union

and CUPP members on these trips.  * The list

of illegal entrants to Taiwan included senior

m-JCFSUZ S5IJNFT A4FQUFNCFS

United Front officials, such as Li Jiexian,
Deputy Director of the United Front Work
Department of Yantian District, Shenzhen,
and Nian Peiguang, Director of the United
Front Work Department of Gejiu City.

The CUPP’s efforts to infiltrate religious
institutions reflect a broader strategy to
exert influence and promote unification
with China through cultural and religious
channels. By tapping into the historical
and spiritual importance of these temples,
this approach aims to foster a sense of
both shared cultural identity and political
alignment. The involvement of organized
crime and potential money laundering
further complicates the situation, raising
concerns about the vulnerability of these
religious institutions to external control and
manipulation.
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51F $IJOFTF 60Jee(DBUJPO 1SPNPUJPO 1BSUZ $611 FTUBCMJTIFE UIF .B[V 1BSUZ %]
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The Tianjin Binhai Mazu Cultural Park
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A Hub for Cross-Strait Religious and Cultural
Exchange

In 2016, a 42-meter-tall statue of Mazu was erected
within a newly constructed religious complex in
Tianjin, China. With construction beginning in 2009,
the Tianjin Binhai Mazu Cultural Park  sew80\@a]s<YrO5h
/&) includes 39,000 square meters of reclaimed land
and features various Mazu-related structures, such
as a mountain gate, bell and drum towers, a Mazu
temple, pilgrim accommodation and a meditation
hall, all overseen by Taiwan’s Dajia Jenn Lann Temple.

According to Huang Chen Chun, secretary of the
Taiwan Mazu Fellowship Association, the Mazu statue
serves as a local landmark, drawing comparisons
to the Statue of Liberty. ° It not only helps guide
nearby maritime vessels, but also symbolizes Mazu
as a bridge to peace between Taiwan and China.

S5IF .B[V $VMUVSBM 1BSL JO 5JBOKJO XNAthPHEFELE Hlights now available from Taiwan’s

1IPUP CZ $/ )PXFZ WJB 8JLJNFEJB

Taoyuan International Airport to Tianjin, the site

aims to attract Taiwanese Mazu followers to visit for
NGJEPGK?ECQ °?Q°UCJJ°?Q°GLAPC?QCB?®
Taiwan to Tianjin and the rest of China.

Zhou Ke Li, director of the Tianjin Taiwan Affairs

Office, told Chinese media that the park’s opening

would create new opportunities for economic,

tourism, and cultural exchanges between Tianjin and

Taiwan. ® The annual Tianjin Mazu Cultural Tourism

Festival, a key initiative of the project, was expected

to attract Mazu temple representatives from Taiwan

and beyond, with plans for 800 guests from 15
AMSLRPGCQ°?LB°PCEGMLQ°GL°GRQ°]PQR¢

m.FSJU 5IJNFT %FDFNCFS 8DkL¥)bO>h ?-2U80\g < % B k
5FNQMF XJMM FYUFOE JUT TQJSJUVBM JO&®)VFODF UP 5JE
IUUOQT XXX NFSJU UJNFT DPN UX /FXT1BHF BTQY VOJE

m5BJXBO DO 4FQUFNCFS D¥%LO<YrOy6r_ 80\gal]s<YrOf
<1SPNPUJOH .B[V TQJSJU 5JBOKJO #JOIBJ .B[V $VMUVSE
IUUQ CJH UBJXBO DO YX[Y MB U @ IUN
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In keeping with Chinese officials’ handle cross-strait relations, focus on the
expectations, the park quickly became a hub present, look to the future, recognize the
for cross-strait religious exchanges, with trend of the times, and follow the tide of

RFC°IPMQQ 1RP?GR?+7?X®BX DY LG{R W %istorical development.
-JA0OHO YO NAJéulmmal éxchange event

held in 2021. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, By deepening, solidifying, and extending

2?7GU?L°U?Q°PCNPCQCLRCB®°MLJGL Crogs-atrajtTegchatgess dringing people on

temples, including Dajia Jenn Lann Temple, both sides closer and fostering goodwill,

while Tianjin city was represented by Ji we can further promote exchanges and

Guo Qiang, Tianjin Municipal Committee AMMNCP?RGMLOGL®?JJ°]CIBQ°@CRL

Standing Committee Member and Director of Taiwan, deepen the peaceful and integrated

the United Front Work Department, and Yang development of cross-strait relations, and

Bing, Tianjin’'s Deputy Mayor. make greater contributions to the process
MD°NC?ACDSJ°PCSLG]A?RGML°MD?®

These activities have continued with the through integration via communication,

easing of China’s pandemic restrictions. @CLC]RQ °?LB°CKMRGMLQ A

In 2023, Zheng Ming Kun, president of

the Taiwan Mazu Fellowship Association, In addition to serving as a venue for cross-

led representatives from 13 Taiwanese strait Mazu cultural exchanges, the park also

Mazu temples to visit the park. During the @PGLEQ°GL°QGELG]A?LR°NPM]RQ°F

visit, Zheng spoke of cross-strait religious According to Yi Jin Long, a representative of

exchange, emphasizing the need to Dajia Jenn Lann Temple's followers, China

continuously enhance the spread of Mazu provided NT$70 million (USD2.1 million) in

culture between Tianjin and Taiwan, to royalties to Dajia Jenn Lann Temple for the

inherit and promote Mazu’'s spirit, deepen construction project.  * It follows, then, that

mutual understanding, and foster trust and upon the completion of the cultural park,

recognition to achieve spiritual harmony Dajia Jenn Lann Temple announced its plan

among people on both sides of the strait. RMOCVN?LB°GRQ°QNGPGRS?J°GL"S
Tianjin. This will include not only the

In contrast, Ji Guo Qiang’s speech focused on COR?@JGQFKCLR°MD°?°LCU°RCKNJC

the importance of cross-strait unity and the expansion activities, but also encompasses

CTCLRS?J°PCSLG]A?RGML°MDP°RF C° Kblagnd érPwhich Bhe temple is built and the

“Mainland China and Taiwan share the same
roots and origin, with Chinese culture being

the spiritual foundation and belonging for mavo - - APV : 2 %EDENCES <Y 10 C

, @X ,D-080\g, "h&¥f OOPE <.B[V DVMUVSF UJFT UIF U

compatriots on both sides of the strait. We UIF 5BJXBO 4USBJU UPHFUIFS (BUIFSJOH BHBJ

hope that the vast number of Taiwanese $1JOFTF DIJWJMJI[BUJPO> )VBYJB DPN
IUUQT CJH IVBYJB DPN D TIUNM
compatriots, including those in the Mazu
i ) mP 05b“.\X </FX 5BJXBO +JBZPV> /IPWFENCFS
temple community, correctly view and OO0.Ef...05b“Y f§ <.B[V DVMUVSF BOE 5BJXBOFTF FMF

IlUuQT XXX ZPVUVCFEF DPN XBUDI W YN4ST# ZET
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substantial commercial interests related to Taiwanese temple authorities participating
the development around the temple. 09 in construction projects while their Chinese

counterparts leverage these exchanges

The Tianjin Binhai Mazu Cultural Park to promote reunification policies. " This
exemplifies how religious sites can complex interaction underscores the
become focal points for broader political, growing importance of religious institutions
cultural, and economic goals. In addition in China’s United Front strategies.

to hosting cross-strait religious events,
the park facilitates business deals, with

m;IFOH .JOHLVO 7JDF $IBJSNBO PG %BKJB ;IFOMBO 5FNQMF
TUBUFE 6 5IF UPUBM BSFB JT BDSFT XJUI BDSFT BMMPDBUFE GPS
UIF .B[V 5FNQMF BOE BDSFT GPS UIF EFWFMPQNFOU PG SFMBUFE
GBDJMJUJFT 3FBM FTUBUF EFWFMPQFST XJMM BMTP DPOTUSVDU CVIJMEJOHT &
%BKJB +FOO -BOO 5FNQMF TUBUFE UIBU UIF FOUJSF QSPKFDU GVOEFE
CZ 5BIJXBOFTF BOE )POH ,POH CVTJOFTTQFPQMF XJUI B DPNCJOFE
JOWFTUNFOU PG /5% CIMMJIPO 64% NIJMMJIPO BIJNT UP EFWFMPQ
B MBOE SFDMBNBUJPO BOE USBEF QBSL JO 5JBi@KJOS$ 5IF UFMNN@KM ni®LB]s8«Eg- . B",(m, <YrO00.E
FOUSVTUFE %BKJB 5FNQMF UP NBOBMHHF UYIF QSPKBDW DAMRMWUNBF "O JOTUSVNFOU PG UIF $I1JOF

.BSDI 052BP °{ +ZmJgz$80\@<Yro5h/& <5BJXBOFA¥QBOEJOH PGGTIPSF JOGMVFODFT> $1JOB .I
*OWFTUPST *OWFTU #IJMMJIPO UP %FWFMPQQQIF 5BOKJO .B[V 1BSL>
57#4 |FEXT lUU QT XXX BJSJUJMJICSBSZ

IUUQT OFXT UWCT DPN UX QPMJUJDT JM
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The Political Impact of Cross-Strait Religious
Exchanges
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The Taiwanese government has identified
frequent cross-strait religious exchanges
as a primary target of China’s United Front
initiatives in recent years. Through its
engagement with gangs and the network

that attract political actors, especially
during election periods. In Taiwan,
election candidates, from local officials to
presidential candidates, frequently visit
temples during their campaigns to connect

MD°+?XS°RCKNJCQ °RFCP°!I.1°A?L°G wjthRRtERICL t2mpBIé networks and local

build relationships with not only political and
economic actors, but also with grassroots
community structures in Taiwan, creating an
interconnected system that furthers United
Front objectives.

Mazu Temples as Sites of Political
Interference

In an interview with Religioscope, scholar
Wen Zong Han explained that the CPC's
use of folk beliefs, such as those centered
around Mazu, is intended not only to shape
Taiwanese views on unification but also to
cultivate influence with key figures within
Taiwanese society. ™ For instance, Mazu
pilgrimages across the strait involve entire
villages, with local leaders often joining
and securing sponsorship to fund these
trips. Sponsors generally include Taiwanese
businesspeople or political representatives
who then greet and send off pilgrims,

contacts. President William Lai, for instance,
visited temples 184 times during his seven-
month campaign. ‘? Similarly, former
President Tsai Ing-wen, known for her firm

QR?LACCP°?E?GLQR°!IFGLCQC°GLASCL

actively visited temples across various
counties and cities during her tenure,
praying for national prosperity and public
safety.

At the same time, temples’ perceived
alignment with political agendas
can spark strong reactions within
Taiwanese society. In 2019, the Tainan

Houbi Tianhou Temple ( 05/ BE 8 8O0 _

>h ) dedicated to Mazu, became a focal
point of controversy when it displayed
the Chinese national flag and simplified
Chinese script (Taiwan commonly uses
traditional script), and was seen to
promote CPC ideals. " Legislator Wang

CLF?LAGLE°RFCGP°MUL°NMJGRGA?DAGY BghlighGt?hiB fncident as an

voter recognition in turn.

In this way, Mazu temples serve not only
as centers of faith for diverse segments of
Taiwanese society, but also as social venues

example of religious infiltration aimed
at transforming the temple into a small-
scale unification base. The Tainan city

M$PNNPOSFBMUI .BHB[JOF O E r_PEf..Y rqo9'®)
IC g K: DT <(PET BOE CBMMPUT 81Z BSF UIFZ DSB

XPSTIJQ > $PNNPO8FBMUI .BHB[JOF

m1SJPS UP 8FO XBT JOWJUFE UP $1J0B U4 1l N UX HSBQIJDT
B ZFBS BT B TDIPMBS UP TIBSF IJT .B[V SFTHBSBUFESETxBT FWFO

RVFTUJPOFE BCPVU IJT TUBODF PO 5BJXBO JOEFQFOEFODF BOE

VOJe(DBUJPO CZ PSHBOJ[FST 8FO CFMJFWFT UIF OSBAPMHPBXTPG UIRRBQYFRINCFS
OPU UP DPOUSPM UFNQMFT CVU JOTUFBE FYQB®@®_ro®@RiPIQRUIOOBMHIDE FBRIKKBPEDY B DPNNVOJTU UFNC

UISPVHI HBOHT Be*MJBUFE XJUI UIFTF SFMJHJPV® BAFtVF SIF "JWF 4UBS "MBH GMJFT BU UIF

5FNQMF> :BIPP /FXT
IlUUQT ZOEXT QBHF MJOL 5W.7

16’AS?yE, k4DTaep05/B
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government identified the temple as an Taiwanese government official noted that
illegal structure and began its demoilition China uses faith as a pretext to bypass
in the same year. ™ formal diplomatic channels and establish

direct contact with influential Taiwanese

Mazu temples can also be used to facilitate actors. Local gangs managing these temples
Chinese authorities’ attempts to directly act as intermediaries, infiltrating the
GLASCLAC?°2?GU?LCQC°BCKMAP?R GralRgdsNMyste @ diQseminate messages
In an interview with Religioscope, a senior among believers advocating for “peace

between the two sides, without military arms
or war.” This strategy enables the CPC to
influence the voting intentions of believers

m" TINJMBS JODJEFOU UPPL oMBDGE 8LBo | F NFlOFal gommunity members, ultimately
5FNQMF q?3#ré? X1JDI XBT DPOWFSUFE JOUP B P
CZ UIF DPOUSPWFSTJBM 5BJXBOFTFK@\DTJ5)IFTTV¢§%%§EL9 %\M%@SG p0||t|Ca| candidates
UFNQMF XBT EFNPMJITIFE JO VOl o favelté@ by ERina in winping elections
5BJXBO CVMMEP[FT JMMFHBM DPNNVOJTU TISJO BU #VEEIJTU

UFNQMF 4$.1 and mterferlng with Taiwan’s democratic
IUuoQT XXX TDNQ DPN OFXT DIJOB QPMJUJDT BSUJ

uBJXBO CVMMEP[FT JMMFHBM DPNNVOJTU TISJOE)I‘G(}G‘SS@@]’U UFNQMF

'"PSNFS 1SFTJEFOU 5TBJ *OH XFO WJTJUT UIF #BJTIBUVO .B[V 5FNQMF GPS B XPS¢
1IPUP WIB 'BDERICPPL QBHF
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Professors She Jian-yuan, from Sun Yat- by this pro-unification agenda, with a

sen University’s Business Administration distinction between older temples and newer
Department, and Liu Yu-xi, from Shih Hsin ones established by urban migrants. The
University’s Communication Management latter, with less stable followings, are more
Department, have provided quantitative susceptible to Chinese religious outreach.

evidence of Chinese electoral interference The attitude of temple leaders and their

through religious networks. " Their study engagement in organizing pilgrimages to

analyzed voting data from the 2014, 2016, IFGL?°?2JQMONJ?WP°?2°QGELG]JA?LR°F
2018, and 2020 presidential and mayoral the voting behavior of their followers.

elections, focusing on Kaohsiung City in
southern Taiwan.

Their findings showed that newly

established Mazu temples with high turnover
?KMLE°DMJIJMUCPQ°?PC°KMPC°JGICIW°RM°GLASCLAC?®
election outcomes. Specifically, these

temples can sway votes from the ruling

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) toward

the opposition Kuomintang (KMT), which has

a pro-China stance and supports the signing

of a Cross-Strait Peace Agreement to create
AMLBGRGMLQ°DMP°@PCSLG]A?RGMLA°PUGRF°!IFGL? °

According to the study, the CPC’s
methodological approach of regular
outreach to temple leaders, akin to “dripping
water wears away stone,” gradually shifts
the political stance of specific temples
and translates into a shift in voting pattern
among the followers. She and Liu estimate
that a single Mazu temple can affect close to
1,000 votes.

It is important to note that the study finds
that not all Mazu temples are influenced

malF + : -JV o9 +VOF 5\"E> 0#0_\[I"RZ'A<YrO&0O
0] - -&¥5\'Y m j€.EEg- <*O UIF OBNF PG .B[V 5IF RVBOUJUBUJWF
JNQBDU PG $1JOBS T JOUFSWFOUJPO JO FMFDUJPOT> 7PJDF 5BOL
IUUQT WPJDFUUBOL PSH
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°QGELG]A?LR°N?PR°MD®°2?GU?LCQ @tDMildd® PFrodt@EdstM L "® One dimension

Mazu worship has become an increasingly
important tool in China’s United Front
strategy toward Taiwan. By supporting
select temples, co-opting local organizations
and organizing religious exchanges, the CPC
has sought to position Mazu as the “Goddess
of Cross-Strait Peace.” Moreover, it appears
that the CPC primarily targets the most
influential and resource-rich temples and,
in some cases, local gangs, not only because
of the vast resources and networks they
control, but also because of the influence
these large temples have on Taiwanese
society and local political systems. This

not elaborated on in this report, but
no less worthy of further research, is
the relationship between Taiwanese
laypeople and the temples they frequent —
QNCAG]A?JIW °RFCGP°?2U?PCLCQQ
capture by gangs or the politicization of
the Mazu figure. Further research into the
political capture and instrumentalization
of religious organizations by the CPC are
needed to measure the full extent of this
strategy.

QRP?RCEW°LM°BMS@R°?GKQ°RMP°GLASCLAC®?2?2GU?L>Q°

political landscape and advance China’s

SLG]A?RGML°EM?JQ°MTCP°RFC°JMLE RCPK

This study by Religioscope sheds light on the

''1>Q°SQC°MD°QMDR°NMUCP°RM°QS@RJIJW°GLASCLAC?®

Taiwan’s political processes. While military
conflict has historically been seen as the
primary threat in cross-strait relations,

this report demonstrates how China uses
widespread belief in Mazu on both sides
of the strait to gradually alter public
perceptions and democratic foundations

within Taiwan.

It must also be noted that the CPC has
deployed various tools to exert cultural
and political influence over both the
general population and elite groups in
Taiwan. Mazu may be the most prominent
example, but other religious organizations
are increasingly being incorporated into
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