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This paper investigates recent and

ongoing efforts by the government of
the People 's Republic of China (PRC) to
instrumentalize the Quanzhen sect of

religious Taoism as a tool for generating

Taoist Association (CTA), a subdivision
of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) United Front Work Department

3$5" °2°BCN?PRKCLR°RFZ®RMCVGQRQ®

S

opt and neutralize sources of potential

QMDR® NMUCP®° ?2LB°® QNP C?BG L E °ogpbsifién Gt "B [FOP °'s] policies and

Although it is an ancient sect, the

Quanzhen order ’'s internationalization

is a recent phenomenon. Aspects of
this sect began being transplanted from
China to Taiwan in the late 1980s, after
Taiwanese citizens gained the right to
travel to the PRC. Additionally, the sect
has taken root in a number of western
countries in the 21st century. Quanzhen 'S

history in China and its current condition

"' In order to understand the

authority.
religious sect 's appeal in Taiwan, this

paper sketches the history of the Taoist

religion among Taiwan ’'s Han population,

demonstrating how several different

Taoist sects established themselves in

the near-total absence of Quanzhen, while

?2JQM° CVNJ?GLGLE® FMU° RFGQ° QCAR?®
Taiwanese converts in the late 20th and

early 21st centuries.

GL°RFC®°.0!°?PC°CV?KGLCB°GL°BCNRF°GL°RFGQ®°
N?NCP °©UC°]LB° RF?R° RFGQ° DMPK®° MD° 2?MGQK?®

is a highly institutionalized religion

directly administered by the Chinese

1 mBowe, “China’s Overseas United Front Work, " 3.
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This paper 's second section draws upon frame their relationships with the political

a dozen interviews conducted in 2024 power structures surrounding those
with Quanzhen Taoists from all parts of institutions. The brief history and raison
Taiwan in order to ascertain the original détre of the WFT are considered, followed
KMRGT?RGLE® D?ARMPQ ° ML E M Ghyespecwation RI®@ WAat the future may

and future goals that inform these hold for a globalized Quanzhen Taoism.

religionists ’ participation in the Quanzhen
movement. The discussion then turns

to the " Taiwanization of Quanzhen
Taoist teachings and practices during
their process of blending into the local

religious milieu. The Chinese government s

attempts to implicate itself within and take

advantage of cross-strait Taoist religious
CVAF?LECQ°TG?°RFC°3%$5"°?LB°RFC°!2 °?PC?°
CV?KGLCB° GL° BCR?GJ °GL° MPBCP° RM?® ?7QACPR?GL?®°
whether and to what degree Quanzhen

2?MGQK®°® KGEFR?® @C° CVNJMGRCB®° GL°® MPBCP®°® RMP®°
QNPC?B°® RFE&°!GLASCLAC® GL° 2?7GU?L °

as well as to identify the ways in which

Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoism proves to

be resistant to such efforts. The work of

Taiwanese political scientists Ray Wang

and Kuei-min Chang is drawn upon to shed
JGEFR°SNML°RFC°AMKNJICVe?PP?W°MD°D?ARMPQ°?R?®°
NI?WOPGL°RFQ®TIBDMPRQ°RM°GL]JRP?RC??LB®
GLA"SCLAC?°2?GU?LCQC°PCIJGEGMSQ°EPMSNQ

Finally, this paper briefly introduces
Quanzhen and Quanzhen-affiliated
activities involving individuals and
organizations located in Switzerland,
+CVGAM ° SQRP?JG? °?LB°RFC°3LGRCB°)GLEBMK °
all of which took place after the founding
of the World Federation of Taoism (WFT),
an offshoot of the CTA, in 2023. An eye is
turned toward the ways western Taoist
outposts are affected by political actors,
as well as the ways in which western
Taoists and Taoism enthusiasts who come
into close contact with the CTA and UFWD
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¢ The Chinese Taoist Association (CTA), which oversees Quanzhen Taoist religious activities

in China and presides over the newly established World Federation of Taoism (WFT), is a

branch of the United Front Work Department (UFWD), which is itself an arm of the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP). Although many of the CTA 's leaders live as Quanzhen Taoist
KMLIQ°MPCP°LSLQ °RFCQC°GLBGTGBS?JQ°?PC°AF?PECB°UGRF°NMJGRGA?J
CCP's goals, which include  “Sinicizing ” the religion at home and spreading the PRC 's soft

power abroad.

¢cOC5MPIGLE°RFPMSEF°RFC®!2 °?2LB°JMA?J°2?2GU?LX PROPCGRQ?HJR Q Q GCNRACD
UFGAF°MNCLJWC°?LB°?EEPCQQGTCJIW°A?JJQ °DMFZ2RP A PULLREVE RAOGWLIBCGIRDG R/
that compel Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists to attend government-run, politicized activities,

and submit to a high degree of surveillance and oversight when they travel to the PRC to

interact with their Chinese coreligionists.

c© APMQQ°® RFC°® @M?PB ©° 2?2GU?LCQC®° /S?LXFCL® 2?MGQRQ®° PCK?GL®? ?¢
GLBCNCLBCLR °BGQSLG]CB °?2LB°MDRCL°QICNRGA?J°MD°RFC®°!!l, © BBGRC(
Taoists have established presences in all regions of Taiwan in recent decades, their

QMAGMNMIGRGA?J°?LB°ASIJRSP?J°GLASCLAC°GQ°JGKGRCB°@W°RFC°QK?J

¢ A “Taiwanization process has substantially altered the face of Quanzhen Taoism in

Taiwan and may make the religion organically resistant to attempts by the UFWD to wield
RFC°QCARP°?Q°?°RMMJ°MD°GLASCLAC °&MUCTCP °RFC°3$5"°F?Q°?JPC?BW
RM°?B?NR°GRQ°PCJGEGML ACLRPGA°R?ARGAQ°R?PECRGLE®?2?GU?L°?LB®°

connections to Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists in the future.

¢ Taoist groups throughout Europe, North America, Asia, and Australia regularly come

into contact with high-ranking members of the CTA and UFWD, especially through their

interactions with the World Federation of Taoism, which was established in China in
©°2FC°5$2°F?Q°CQR?@JGQFCB°JGLIQ°UGRF°NMJGRGAG?LQ°GL® SQR

consultancy registered as a charity in the United Kingdom that focuses on “faith-based

GLTCQRRIFE°5®2UCQRCPL°?D]JG?RCQ°GLRCPTGCUCB°DMP°RFGQ°N?NCP¢

and ideological independence from the CTA. However, it is clear that membership in the

WFT implies, at minimum, a willingness to remain silent regarding issues considered

“sensitive " by the CCP.

¢ Quanzhen Taoism is a tiny, obscure religious sect in all countries other than China.

However, the fact of many of its members ' frequent interactions with organs of the

Chinese party-state may in future attract attention from media or governments, especially
GL°AMSLRPGCQP°UGRF°RCLQC°PCJ?RGMLQFGN@RCGPRIP NRMFMIE@ PD? L°G IX°TBLC P A
by a Quanzhen Taoist monk from the PRC studying as an undergraduate at Johns Hopkins
BLGTCPQGRWOGL?® °GJIJSQRP?RCQ°FMU°?°DSRSPC°*"?QFNMGLR°KGEFR®?
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The Histories of Quanzhen Taoism in
China and Religious Taoism in Taiwan



Visitors make their way into the entrance of White Cloud Temple in Beijing during the 2025 Lunar New Year
ACIC@P?RGMLQ °1GV°QCASPGRWP°ES?PBQ°QR?LB°@CLC?RF°@?LLCPQPUCJAMKGLE®1]
Credit: A. Chen
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The Quanzhen (or Complete Reality, from o# services to the laity, the monks and nuns

n«) sect is a form of religious Taoism that performing these rituals have traditionally

was established in the 12th century during been forbidden from marrying, taking
the Jin (1115-1234) and Yuan (1279-1368) lovers, eating meat, imbibing alcohol,
dynasties. Contrasted with China  ’s other gambling, and otherwise engaging in
forms of religious Taoism, which began activities widely considered secular or
taking shape during the Eastern Han profane, or at least strongly discouraged
dynasty (25-220) and whose “priests " or from openly doing so in the areas of China
MD]JAG?LRQ°UCPC°DPCC®° RM®° K? PR WHichLBSSK &hdadship on the sect
with lay society, Quanzhen Taoism has focuses. °

always stood apart by maintaining a

monastic order whose strictures and The government of the People ’'s Republic
GLQRGRSRGML?J°LMPKQ®°?PCP°Q Rd? Chikal gvfpBys” BE hadtionB that there

by those of Chinese Buddhism. ? Due to

this distinction, other well-established

forms of religious Taoism, such as the

B8FCLEWG® MP° -PRFMBMYV ¥IRYHG R WGeosEgt)“fjenastic Code, " 105; Goossaert, “The

' IS?LXFCL° IJCPEW © A; ; ©°'L°RFC°]PQR®
and Lingbao (or Numinous Treasure, from RCVR° PCDCPCLACB® FCPC ° %MMQQ?CPR° NMGLRQC
N i . pre-modern Quanzhen Taoist communities, the
au? ) sects, are sometimes described ONCAG]AQ® MD® KML?QRGA® AMBC® AMSJB® @C° B

on a temple-by-temple basis instead of following
a nationwide program. In the second reference, he

their activities center around rituals and asserts that Quanzhen communities comprising
married householder Taoist priests and priestesses

ONGPGRS?J°QCPTGACQ °QSAF°? O eiibP A QFKhE YayuRe RverXangnan)
and Guangdong province may have begun to become
creation of talismans, which are rendered prevalent in the eighteenth or early nineteenth
centuries, This belies the commonly held conception
ML°@CF?JD°MD°RFC°J?GRW?®GL°G¥iArerd ks GluBMien? a ekt Gind benween
monastic clergy and laity (who cannot serve as clerics
even if they have Quanzhen masters who teach
FC?TGJIJW° AMJMPCB® @W?° NP ?VC temmediasion g pheroarg) gnoquanzhen Taoism.

In parts of contemporary China where Quanzhen is

as being “community focused because

Conversely, Quanzhen Taoism ’'s image is

place a strong emphasis on activities still commonly conceived of as having a clergy that
strictly adheres to monastic precepts, | have observed

with no direct links to the lay community, ?°RPCKCLBMSQ°BCEPCC°MD°*"CVG@GJIJGRW°UGRF?]
L these precepts are actually followed (or not, as such).
such as meditation retreats undertaken For instance, in Beijing in the early 2010s, | observed

one Quanzhen monk who lived in White Cloud Temple

in isolation and Iong perlods of Wande”ng who semi-surreptitiously received visits from his

between geographically disparate wife and (on separate occasions) his paramour on
the monastery grounds, including at night in his
monasteries. These factors imbue the sect private living quarters. A different Quanzhen monk at

the same monastery invited me to his cell, where he

UGRF°?L°?2JMMD°?LB°P?PC]CB° KWERMKERISVC MG hERFBEKC°?2° @CCP°DPMK® ?2°QGV |
. . in his cabinet. In rural northern China, | observed an

eyes of those who view it from afar, and CJBCPJW®° LSL® UFMQC®° CV FSQ@?LB®° ?LB® ?BSJR?®
often resided in her monastery, albeit in separate

grant it competitiveness on the spiritual 0S?PRCPQ® ?LB° UGRF® RFC® CVNJGAGR® SLBCPQR

marketplace So although Quanzhen Taoist she and her former spouse were now “friends in
T RFCO2®PMGRF°RFC°CV FSQ@?LB° 2AAQNRGLE® FGQ
temples and monasteries do offer ritual decision to maintain strict celibacy. In the Taiwanese

/S?LXFCL® AMKKSLGRW® CV?KGLCB® GL°® RFGQ° N7
similar blurry line between strict monasticism and
looser interpretations of the rules for monks and nuns
was observed. Nevertheless, despite the ambiguity
MD° UF?R° CV?ARJW? GR?°® KC?LQ®° RM° @C®° ?° KMLI
interviewees frequently and passionately emphasized

000" COQN@FBRFCLO(@BCJL the importance of Quanzhen ’s monastic culture.



Taken in the 2000s or 2010s, this photo shows the placard for the headquarters of the Chinese Taoist Association
at White Cloud Temple in Beijing. The placard has since been removed.
Credit: Creative Commons (under GNU Free Documentation License)

are two distinct approaches to religious

Taoism (i.e. one approach that is more

“outward facing and intertwined with the

secular world, and another that is more

“inward facing and centered around

monasticism) in order to classify and
supervise practicing religious Taoists.
Thus, for administrative purposes, the
* (&¥5\2¥01/?RZ

CTA) recognizes only two sects of Taoism,

Chinese Taoist Association

Zhengyi and Quanzhen. In practical

terms, what this means is that all sects
that allow ordained Taoists to marry and
otherwise lead largely secular lives are
lumped into the Zhengyi category, even if

the actual sects into which these Taoists

4 Although the word “Taoism” is often spelled with
a D in English language materials originating in the
People’s Republic of China as well as in western
writings that adhere to the Hanyu Pinyin system of
transliteration, the Chinese Taoist Association still
retains the older English spelling. This paper uses

were ordained are not actually a part
of Zhengyi Taoism. Similarly, monastic
manifestations of religious Taoism are
lumped into the Quanzhen sect. That
being said, the overwhelming majority of
formally designated Quanzhen Taoists in
the People 's Republic of China are, in fact,
members of two subsects, Dragon Gate and
Mount Hua ( L8l and f?E, respectively),
which have always historically been a part

of Quanzhen Taoism and which trace their

origins to two of the religious movement
Thus, the

S
founders. government-
designated Quanzhen label does indeed

accord with most adherents actual
religious self-identity, and the Chinese

government has inherited conditions
favorable to the creation of a centralized
system for managing monastic (and
putatively monastic) Taoists that is not
unlike the systems it uses to control
other major religions, public educational

institutions, journalism, and so forth.

RFC°2°QNCJJGLE° RFPMSEFMSR °CVACNR°UFCL°PCDCPPGLE®°RM®
MPE?LGX?RGMLQ°MP°OSMRGLE°RCVRQ°RF?R°SQC°RFC°"°QNCJJGLE
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The centralized management of Quanzhen 4. Supporting the China-centered

religious affairs is the responsibility of economic, transportation, and

communications strategic bloc known as
6

the Chinese Taoist Association, whose

. . the Belt and Road Initiative.
headquarters in Beijing are conjoined

with the White Cloud Temple (  m?3#‘ ), the _ _
Operating through a pyramidal

capital 's largest, oldest, and best-known L , .
organizational structure with the Chinese

Quanzhen monastery. The Chinese Taoist ) ) .
Communist Party at its pinnacle, the

Association is itself an arm of the United

. CTA sees to it that directives originating
Front Work Department ( zj&gJ {*B"(rYE ,

with the UFWD are implemented at the

UFWD),” which in turn is a department o . .
provincial and city levels by local Taoist

of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party ( &¥5\, k4-0&¥8U:=17R2).

associations, all of which were established
by and answer to the core Taoist

While it is impossible to comprehensively 20QMAG?RGMLOGL® CGHGLE °,SKCPMSQ

discuss the UFWD ’s history, structure, and _ . .
of what this means in practical terms

DSLARGMLQC°GL°RFGQ°N?NCP OGROQSI?][AC(P,”‘?RM"PCTGCUO
appear later in this paper.
University of Canterbury political scientist

Anne-Marie Brady ’'s breakdown of its core . . .
Despite Quanzhen Taoism having a

duties in the Xi Jinping era, which includes . .
ping centuries-long history and a broad

the following:
wing geographical footprint encompassing

most of the historically Han-dominated
1. Efforts to control the Chinese diaspora,

B . areas of the Chinese mainland, records
to utlize them as agents of Chinese

foreign policy, and to suppress any hints suggest that the Quanzhen sect had only

of dissent. a miniscule presence in late-imperial era
Fujian, a province located in southeast

2. Efforts to coopt foreigners to support

and promote the CCP ’'s foreign policy

goals, and to provide access to strategic

information and technical knowledge.

6 Brady, “On the Correct Use of Terms.

3. Supporting a global, multi-platform, ) ) .
7 The author of this paper witnessed this power

pro-PRC strategic communication structure in action in 2016 when visiting a rural
strategy aimed at suppressing critical Quanzhen Taoist temple that had been ordered
to rid itself of all Buddhist publications, CDs, and
perspectives on the CCP and its policies, VCDs that were produced by Taiwanese Buddhist
and promoting the CCP agenda. associations and mailed to the temple in bulk so that

they could be distributed to visitors for free. As a

N?PR°MD°?° L?RGMLUGBC°CDDMPR°RM°PCBSAC?
of Taiwanese Buddhist organizations in China,

these media had to be turned over to the State

Administration of Religious Affairs ( 5\>{>;01"2.a

w MP° 1 9 PCL?KCB® ,7RGML?J° OCJGEGMSQ®°® DD

5 The full name of the UFWD is  &¥, &¥8Uzj&gJ {*B" Administration or NRAA and merged with the United
(rYE, which English-language Chinese government Front Work Department in 2018) for incineration.
websites translate as the “United Front Work 2FC°® KML?QRTCBW?BCPQFGN® CVNJ?GLCB®°® RF?R° |
Department of the Communist Party of China 's received multiple visits from cadres working for SARA
Central Committee. " English translations obscure the (which prior to 2018 administered the Chinese Taoist
presence of the character J , which refers to  “war,” Association), who made it clear that any failure to turn
@Q?PD?AAD ?RRAEFRGARLBRMK @AR°AJMQ C Bver all of the Taiwanese Buddhist materials in the
translation of the United Front 's name might read monastery would lead to serious consequences. The

“United Battlefront. ” Taoists reluctantly complied with the orders.



A follower of Taiwanese “folk Taoism, " possibly under
QNGPGRS?J°NMQQCQQGML °NP?ARGACQ°QCJD
in Taichung. The anarchic nature of Taiwanese folk Taoism
differs greatly from staid, institutionalized versions of the

religion, especially Quanzhen Taoism.
Credit: Steve (Primus), licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

-

iJJ?RGML"?R"?"RCK
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China. ® It was from Fujian province that
successive waves of Han immigrants came
RM° 2?2GU?L ° ]PQR° GL° RFC®° KGB
parts of Taiwan were a Dutch colony, and
again in the late 1700s, when parts of
Taiwan were under the control of the Qing
dynasty. These Han immigrants brought

the Taoist religion with them, but it came
primarily in the forms of the Zhengyi and
Linghao sects, in addition to the Three
"?KCQ®° MD° +MSLRE&IX) sect, a
non-institutionalized approach to Taoist
religion with pronounced mediumistic

and shamanic elements that is sometimes

described as being a form of  “folk Taoism.

Indeed, the only ordained Quanzhen
Taoist known to have come to Taiwan in
the imperial era was Yuan Minggao (  *¢.PE
+ ), a monk in the Quanzhen Dragon Gate
sect from Sichuan province who settled in

the city of Tainan in 1854 but passed away
there without having taken any known

disciples. °

Hsiao Chin-ming ( SyZN£), professor of
religious studies at Aletheia University,
describes the Taoist scene in the regions
from which Taiwan ’s early Chinese
colonizers emigrated as follows:
Before as well as during Taiwan 's period
of colonization by Japan [1895-1945],

8 Goossaert, “Counting the Monks, " 60-61. Goossaert
provides census records from 1737 to 1739 showing
that there were only 44 registered Quanzhen monks

or nuns in a province with a total population of over
7,620,429.

9 Hong, “Tradition and Adaptation, " 117.

the majority of the main island of

Taiwan’s population < aside from a

snejallo ndj?_nkte[ ,Of indigenous ethnic
groups whose languages belong to the

Austronesian language group < %were
members of the Han ethnicity from the
Chinese provinces of Guangdong and
Fujian. Among these Han people, the
majority were speakers of Hokkien from
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou prefectures

in southern Fujian. The second-largest
population consisted of Hakka people
from Tingzhou prefecture in western
Fujian as well as Chaozhou and Huizhou
prefectures in eastern Guangdong.
Given how the main island of Taiwan
population took shape, quite naturally
the form of religious Taoism that its
ethnically Han members believed in was
entirely transplanted by immigrants

from Fujian and Guangdong. Research

into Fujianese and Guangdongese

religious Taoism has shown that the

Zhengyi Taoist sect based on Dragon-

2GECP° +MSLR?GL° GL® (G?LEVG° NPMTC
held primacy ever since the Song and

Yuan dynasties. Although Quanzhen

Taoism < °UFGAF° MPGEGL?RCB®° GL° 1F?7
and Shandong in northern China during

the Jin dynasty, was founded by Wang

revolves around the

< fwas

Chongyang, and

practice of internal alchemy

transmitted to Fujian in the Yuan
dynasty and Guangdong in the early
Qing dynasty, it remained concentrated
in northern Fujian, and was quite scarce
in the province ’'s southern regions.
Moreover, after the Ming dynasty, as
/S?LXFCL? 2?M)BQXLA"SCLAC?®

Taoists in this sect became even rarer

u?LCB °

[in Fujian], and as a result historical

gazetteers and district records very

seldom make mention of Quanzhen

Taoist religionists activities. As for
Guangdong, although Quanzhen Taoism

PCK?GLCB? KMPC®°® GLA"SCLRG?J° RFCPC
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it did in Fujian, there are no records of
Quanzhen Taoists from this province
among the immigrants who came
to Taiwan. As such, Zhengyi Taoism
maintained its primacy in the religious
Taoism brought to Taiwan by immigrants
from southern and western Fujian and
eastern Guangdong. This situation
has continued through to the present
day, and prior to the Japanese colonial
period Quanzhen was not transmitted to

Taiwan. *°

Some publications have quoted the same
paper from which the above passage was
drawn to advocate the idea Quanzhen
Taoism arrived in Taiwan in the late 1940s
in the period of Generalissimo Chiang

Kai-shek 's retreat to the island, when

According to Hsiao Chin-ming, several
Quanzhen lineages made their way to
Taiwan from the southeastern coastal
regions of mainland China during the
waves of immigration between 1945 and
1987. These lineages formed schools
primarily in Taipei, several of which
endure to the present day, though
priests belonging to these lineages are
fewer in number as compared to priests
MD° RFC° -PRFMBMV? 3LGR&Y® 8FCLEWC(
tradition, the dominant sect of Daoism in

Taiwan. *

While Reich is not incorrect in pointing out
that Hsiao notes the arrival of migrants
affiliated with Quanzhen Taoism in
Taiwan between 1945 and 1987, of key

importance is that the three individuals

PNNPMVGK?RCJW®? MLC®° KGJJGMWho OldshG @AESAC“ Wpgde transmissions

China soldiers and civilians migrated
across the Taiwan Strait. For instance,
in his paper “In the Shadow of the Spirit
Image: The Production, Consecration,
and Enshrinement of a Daoist Statue in

Northern Taiwan, ” Aaron K. Reich writes:

10 Hsiao, “An Investigating Study of the Wu-Liu
Branch of Quanzhen Longmen School in Taiwan,

; °2FC°?@MTCP°RCVRP°U?Q°RP?LQJ?R

of this paper; the bracketed contents are my own. The
original Chinese is as follows:

that spread quite widely, were sectarian
in nature, and continue to be inherited
without interruption in the present day in
the form of Quanzhen lineage teachings ?
were Jinfeng Shanren ( j,-?E'f , 1880-
?), Chen Tun-chao ( ©+7A™, 1896-1993),
and Chen Chih-pin ( ©+F a°, 1913-1990). ¥
Hsiao points out that “Jinfeng Shanren
and the two Chens were all lay disciples

of Quanzhen Taoism who led secular

lives, and moreover they were inheritors

¥ - 18aGbIRgS In sthe \fradition of Dragon

%?RC° 2?MGQRQP° 5S°eIM | ES7S-°

05b“R¥@E?€[W§‘P‘\[Q B-aewO-aex'A—yﬁQ@ ?%O,[B@E"Ay°rp,/j_644) and Liu Huayang ( sUt ©? 1736-?),
("[WP\8«698DYE- m¥a?A(Uf H&¥5\DAS 66r-DS&O N[WP\ee S" NP\

K1&¥59/6'A" /B 086\n'3B*&O0r-(S'fc@8D>;09(UfH" "T*Be whose primary teachings revolved around
/0y!S "D66GA'3B&O>P>{'fc@Y,679vPym, &gsiP\~"W [i9fH

d-&67?,f 05b“R¥@E"NP\J>)L'0&07¥0T69m¥40#nOsuUA f Hsu[W&O

Ob'A[D'ILe 2E&OY0&QZ¥c@&°])67_BfHj,' ¢ &¥5\.IPOM,© ™
/0?ES 69kKhlj~©?2J>-%u(69&>'A, & )\dOc@&°&O0#n«7¥H908
Pe5°+E'¢/07b-269/p- -=*A, r-DS/OD"S '3n«09GA-ysO©I&¥

5" .169" IB5' /& Ac@?1'Ad9&,PE'¢'AE«H95 0#n«Ot.tm oo
—~z090#n«Z¥8fR?Pysz?169nq ™ 07F "zj?1L¢-LRd ™ 0#n«Z¥8f
]1.Im,“£x87 f[PADAS &gne690#n«m Eg- 69©&7CZor-DS(um, 12 mHsiao, “An Investigating Study of the Wu-Liu
8D69(N,&Y EOf[05b“m, su[W69" " RCECE Rdo#Nn«7¥8f67Py'A69Branch of Quanzhen Longmen School in Taiwan, " 242.
kK" /B66” "T0y!S OP5’su[WJ>C (u05b“m, z¥0t69' d-Py'A The passage above translated by the author of this
Y0&gz¥c@&°))69f[>(Uf+PyovYyaeS5 P \[&0O-y690#n«Z¥(BR¢ paper. The original reads,  63*Ase>AD"&,,(OT#F<"166i >
RN*ANE-L05b"67 ' 5°&VP,*AJ-m o#n«\ee” @O

11mReich, “In the Shadow of the Spirit Image, " 295.
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internal alchemy. Crucially, although

Jinfeng Shanren, Chen Tun-chao, and
Chen Chih-pin did indeed teach certain

practices derived from Quanzhen Taoist

and the thawing of Taiwan-PRC relations
in the late 1980s made travel between the
two countries possible. The long absence
institutions in

of Quanzhen religious

NP?VGQ°RM°BCLGXCLQ®° MD?° 2?G Uavah GarheRte Gh ke@Balmost as soon

to-late 20th century, none of these men
lived as Taoist monks or priests, nor did
they embark on religious careers as semi-

lay Taoists offering ritual, talismanic, or

as Taiwanese citizens were permitted
RM° RP?TCJ° RM°® RFC®° .0! ©°
to send its members to China to study
Quanzhen

teachings was the Temple

CVMPAGQRGA°QCPTGACQ®° GL®° 2? bfGlig RCORPasNbda@e SAGe A ? RFyeii>h) in

domestic altars. Instead, they served their
communities and students by teaching
meditative or health-promoting “internal
alchemy ” self-cultivation practices. As
such, while these men and others in their
era can be credited with introducing
elements of the Quanzhen tradition to
Taiwan, it would be overreach to call them

“priests ” and to directly compare them
with the Taiwanese Zhengyi Taoists of their
day.

The history cited above shows that

although a small number of people who

Nantou County, which was founded in
1985 as a part of Taiwan's homegrown
Tzu-Hui Society (or Compassion Society,
from HyGA6D religious movement, and
which had a member travel to Beijing
to become a disciple of the White Cloud
Temple's then-abbot Huang Xinyang (
)LO?), a Quanzhen monk who went on
to serve as a vice chairman of the CTA
from 1998 until 2020. ** The fact that the

Nantou Temple of the Compassionate

1?EC°U?Q°MPGEGL?JIW°?D]JG?RCB°UGHF

Hui Society religion bears consideration,

as this point of overlap between two

HMGLCB° RFC°0CNS@JGA®° MDF° !F @istinct QeligiodsMBdyépfeavaugurs how

Taiwan in the late 1940s could claim to
be “lay disciples” of Quanzhen Taoism
or its offshoots, and although a small

number of the Taoist ritual masters who

1 this

remained effectively absent

from Quanzhen Taoism, religious

movement

in Taiwan until the ending of martial law

13 mibid., 242. Quoted passage translated by the
author from  “ j,- ?E'f/0©+03kB'3' f 69MYc @ 0#Nn«5™>{?€8f69
&,YE0Z?2AILE1>; Y\#!/aSUT ©2&gy*A&tm *A'f 6982 *AJ-m,
,>,c@, &,07 " Dates of birth and death in parentheses
added by the author.

14 m Lee, “ The Daoist Priesthood and Secular Society,
140.

Quanzhen Taoism’s transmission onto
Taiwanese soil would unfold in the years

that followed and on into the present day,

?° NMGLR° CVNJMPCB®° GL° BCR?GJ° GL®° C
ACB° IFGL?° NCPDMPKCB®° JGRSPEERs @hd PFzMHuUC BSbciety

religion
spread from its base in Hualien County
after 1949 and encompassed hundreds of
temples with thousands of adherents all
over Taiwan by the mid-1980s. ' Although

its tutelary deity, the Golden Mother of the

15 mCheng, “The Transplantation and Inheritance of
Religious Music, " 86-94.

16mM(MPB?L°?LB°-TCPKWCP °2FC°$3JWGLE°.FMCLGV ¢

2FC° |PQR?®
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Demonstrating the close link between religion and electoral politics in Taiwan, then-president Tsai Ing-wen visits
a Tzu-Hui Society temple in 2019.
IPCBGR °2?2GU?L°.PCQGBCLRG?J°-D]AC °JGACLQCB°SLBCPRC !lc 70

Jasper Pool, is seen as an emanation of
the Queen Mother of the West, a goddess
revered throughout the long history

of Taoist religion, the Tzu-Hui Society
does not claim to be a Taoist sect and is
generally not seen as such. Nevertheless,
in keeping with contemporary Taiwanese
religion’s remarkable openness to
syncretism and collaboration, the Nantou

Temple of the Compassionate Sage’s turn
toward Quanzhen Taoism did not lead it to

renounce its ties to the Tzu-Hui Society,

of the Tzu-Hui Society’s largest temples
GL® &S?JGCL® 'MSLRW?®°<°GL®?® ?° QFPGLC
dedicated to the seven founding saints of

the Quanzhen religion, no less. ™

These abovementioned points of

interaction between the Tzu-Hui Society

and nascent Taiwanese Quanzhen

Taoism in the late 1980s and again in

the late 2010s give a sense of the overall

A?2TMP° MD° /S2RQXRPLPLQKGQQGML® GLR

Taiwan. That is to say, even though formal

LMPo°U?Q°GR°GL°?LW° U?W?° @ CV hmahKastatioBA 20R C@IARzhen religion

from its original fold. ‘" Moreover, when a

group of Chinese Quanzhen Taoist monks
and nuns was invited to Taiwan in 2017
to ritually transmit “lay precepts,” the

three-day ceremony was hosted at one

17 m Reported to the author during an interview in
Nantou in 2024.

were absent in Taiwan prior to the late

Q °UFCL® RFC° QCAR° JL?JJW®° ?PPGT!
the nation ’s shores, it did not encounter
?°T?ASSK°U?GRGLE°RM°@C°]JJCB°UGR

18 mQuanzhenjiao Penglai Xianjing,  “Penglai Immortal
Isle Quanzhen Taoist Transmission of Precepts
Announcement, " Facebook, November 15, 2017.
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LCU°DMPKOMD?°2?MGQK °LMP° BGae GfrellLiBiplan@rt& Gf Lthis tradition,

soil in which to grow its roots. Additionally,
because Taiwan ’'s Sinitic religions (a
category including large, organized
phenomena such as Zhengyi Taoism,
the Tzu-Hui Society, Mazu worship, and
I-Kuan Tao, as well as innumerable small-

scale iterations of

“folk religion ") tend

and then brought these things back to
Taiwan. Upon returning home, these newly
minted Taiwanese Quanzhen disciples
have tended to act independently, seeming

to take little or no direction from their
masters and coreligionists in China as they

go about setting up altars, initiating and

RM° @C° CVRPCKCJW®° A?RFMJG A traiing MSiRldIyV dffefing lc@utses to the

practice, the newly arriving Quanzhen
faith did not come up against the kinds of

“hard edges ” that can wall off religions
in other countries, and which might
have led Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoism to

develop a solid, independent identity with

?° AJC?PJIJW° B@]LL EPWSALBEI SR

group. ” Instead, in its brief history in
Taiwan, Quanzhen Taoism tends to have
been adopted by individuals and groups
who already held beliefs and roles in other
facets of the Taiwanese religious scene,
and who did not necessarily relinquish
those roles in order to join Quanzhen

Taoism.

As this paper will show, these newcomers
time and again found ways to maintain
multiple religious roles suited to different
settings, or to simply blend their former
roles together with their new roles as
Quanzhen Taoists. Finally, unlike other
forms of Taoism, which were brought to
Taiwan as integral parts of successive
waves of Han immigration in the 1700s
and 1800s, Quanzhen Taoism has been
brought to Taiwan almost entirely by
native-born Taiwanese citizens who

traveled to China, often repeatedly and

public, and offering ritual services in their

home communities. *° As such, Taiwanese

Quanzhen is neither a religion belonging to

migrant communities, nor a religion that

was brought from abroad by missionaries.

On the contrary, it is a religion that

was sought out and obtained by self-

motivated locals who have maintained an
CVRPCKCJW®?° FGEF° JCTCJ® MD°® ?SRMLM
within the growing Taiwanese Quanzhen

community, as well as with respect to the

Chinese Taoist Association) throughout

this entire decades-long transplantation

NPMACQQ ° 2FC° LCVR® QCARGML® MD° R
will paint a picture of this religious

community, identify the ways in which

Quanzhen Taoism is being  “Taiwanized, ”
and to consider the relationship between
Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists and the UFWD
and its subsidiary, the CTA.

19 mThe word “master ” is used throughout this paper

DMP° CVRCLBCB° NCPGMBQ®° MD° RGH Glighus tehsp/] IPBrgep RoR fieoword shifu

obtain the formal initiations, theoretical

ILMUJCBEC °PGRS?J°RP?GLGLE

(Cf? ), which Taoists use to address and refer to the
teachers they have formally entered into preceptor-
disciple relationships with; no |;_golitical overtones are
*R&GVRQ “AJMRFGLE ©



C?RCB°DMP°?°8FCLEWG 2 2 P

e ly realms held in Keelung, Taiwan'in 0
Credit: Mattias Daly .




02

Why does Quanzhen appeal to
Talwanese Taoists?
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Members of the Tucheng Quanzhen Divine Temple ( 5|6yfib“0#n«2* ) on a pilgrimage to southern Taiwan in 2012.

Regular inter-temple visits are an important way Taiwanese Taoists build and maintain community. (No members
MP°?D]JG?RCQ°MD°RFC°2SAFCLE®/S?LXFCL°"GTGLC°2CKNJC°UCPC°GLRCPTGCUCB°DMP°RFG
Credit: Tzuhsun Hsu, licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

A little-studied area of religious to Taiwan from Hong Kong. *° Peng’s paper
activity provides a fascinating glimpse into the
Very little scholarly research into functioning of this temple, which was later
Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoism has been moved to Tucheng in New Taipei City and

conducted. Aside from Hsiao Chin-ming S taken over by Jeung ’'s Taiwanese disciple

aforementioned paper, which focuses on Wu Ping-jen ( BxC,< ), but it tells us little
20th century lay Taoist teachers of internal about the circumstances of Jeung Ming-
alchemy, the only other academic paper | gaai’s attempt to transmit a Hong Kong-
have located is Peng Chia-Wei ’'s (E'3—de based form of Quanzhen Taoism to Taiwan
“The Revivement Movement of Quanzhen (which was cut short by his death only
"?MGQK®? GL° 2?GU?L ° 2?7IGLE®° ?&Vef YéaksNftés Qstablishing the temple)
the Zhuang-Yen Sanctuary in I-Lan and or Wu Ping-jen ’s training and initiation into

Quanzhen Divine Temple in Tu-Cheng,
which documents a temple founded in 1987
in the city of Sanchong (now a district of
New Taipei City) by Jeung Ming-gaai (  DU£
(¢ , 1928-1994), who temporarily relocated

20 Peng, “The Revivement Movement of the Quanzhen
Daoism in Taiwan, ” 114-116. m
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the tradition. ** Additionally, Peng leaves as
a stone unturned the question of whether
or not Hong Kong s primarily non-monastic
Quanzhen tradition should be regarded as a
distinct religious movement that operates
independently of the monastic form of
Quanzhen Taoism currently headquartered

in Beijing. *

The paucity of research into the

development of Taiwan ’s post-martial

21 mHsiao Chin-ming offers some additional insight
into Jeung ’s religious activities during his brief time

in Taiwan, stating that he primarily taught Quanzhen
religious ritual. See Hsiao,  “An Investigating Study of
the Wu-Liu Branch of Quanzhen Longmen School in
Taiwan, " 243-244.

22 mRegarding this question, Lai Chi Tim ( «F"Q)

writes in  “Hong Kong Daoism: A Study of Daoist Altars
?LBO*19O"MLE@GA°!ISIRQ

In Hong Kong, organized monasticism has never
been practiced in Daoist temples or altars,
although many people worship Wang Chongyang
?LB° /GS°IFSHG® ;
the Longmen lineage of the Quanzhen order.

According to Shiga Ichiko 's collected data, at

least 29 Daoist temples or Daoist altars in Hong
Kong are predominantly devoted to the worship

law Quanzhen Taoist religious movement
makes this an area ripe for inquiry.

It would require a book-length effort

to comprehensively tell the story of
/IS?LXFE&° PCACLR® ?PPGT?X°@aL° 2?2GU?
task that will hopefully be taken up by
future researchers < but this paper
might provide a stepping stone on the
way towards better understanding how
Quanzhen came to Taiwanese shores, who
its members are, what their motivations
look like, how they practice and perform
their roles as Quanzhen Taoists, and how
cross-strait politics affect their ideologies,
?D]JG?RGMLQ °?LB°PCJGEGMSQ°JGTCQ
points in mind, this section will draw upon
oral interviews conducted between January
and November of 2024 in an attempt to
report on how these Taiwanese Quanzhen
initiates see themselves and their religion.
The majority of the interviewees spoke

freely on politically sensitive topics.

°RFC°]PQR°DMSLBCPQ° MD®°

CA?SQC®° ?2JJ° MD®°® RFCK®? CVNPCQQC
intention of continuing to make journeys

to the People 's Republic of China (which
GQR°NPGCQRQ®

MD°.?RPG?PAF°*1 ©2MB?W °GD°MLC®?QIQ°"?M

and devotees of these Daoist temples and altars
to which lineage they belong, most will answer

@MLEK®@X °HSQR®° 2Q° SBBFGQR® KMLIQSpeed? areissuas pertaining to Taiwan

to answer “Linji. ” Nevertheless, the truth is that

almost all of these “Longmen " Daoist altars and

has almost zero tolerance for dissenting

s de

jure or de facto status as an independent

RCKNJCQ°?PC°RFC°MDDQNPGLE°MD®*? a‘-’ ’Z#ﬁﬁlpgriR Jag{? °
"MSPGQFCB°GL°RFC°.C’?PJ°OGTCP°"C?[J§| tJ.’(E}ID ?;30 C&. CI’% congregate

Qing dynasty until the early Republican period. Not
only were they founded without any direct link to

with other Taoists, receive teachings,

RFC°MD]AG?J°JGLC?EC°MD°RFC°/S?L XFahid° M&k@eC paft@ BR t&ligiows’ ceremonies,
also retain the appearance and characteristics of ) )
RFCGP°*1XS°R?L°N?PCLR°GLQRGRSR G Mh& interviewees

names and geographic

"LORFC°?@MTC°N?QQ?EE X RFRP RCPE P Q° legptions have been obscured so as to
QNGPGR UPGRGLE®? ?JR?PQ°BCTMRCB® RM¢? Co 272 ° 0 *10
"MLE@GL °?2JQM°ILMUL®? ?2Q° .?RPG?PAF?®° %néﬁﬁ%t é;rEfﬁ@a?ciaﬁacs%%W

of the same paper, Lai writes, “We should be aware

that the origin of most Hong Kong Daoist temples and

institutions cannot be disassociated from the larger Wh Quanzhen?
*IO"MLE@GL°ASIJRQ°RF?R°"MSPGQFCB°GL°%S?LEBMLE°GL°J?RC?®

imperial China. ” On the provenance of the  “cults ” In a country like Taiwan, where the spiritual
GL°%S?LEBMLE°RF?R°AJ?GKCB°/S?LXFCL? ?E]J??RGML 0 *2Go .
writes on page 468, “we have no evidence to prove marketplace Is already crowded with
that these temples were established on the basis

of Quanzhen tradition, such as having an organized
monastery, a joining ordination platform, and taking
Quanzhen ’'s precept program. " (Lai, “Hong Kong
Daoism, " 463, 465, 468.)

numerous Taoist and Taoist-adjacent
sects (and which is remarkably open

to the founding of new sects and the



23' *OGJMUSBUJOH UIF 5BP

reinterpretation of old ones), the question be taken home free of charge. ** Others

might arise as to why people with an were compiled and sold in bookstores, as

interest in Taoism would seek membership UGRF°RFC°K?QQGTC°RP?LAFC° MD®° 2?N
in a sect that until recently could not entrusted to the Kuomintang official

be directly accessed without traveling Hsiao Tien-shih ( $y80p, 1909-1986) by a

outside of Taiwan. Before presenting Taoist in Sichuan province, which he and

the interviewees own takes on their

his family brought to Taiwan at the end of
motivations, it is worth pointing - out, the Chinese civil war and then published
between 1953 and 1983. * At the same

RGKC ° ]JARGML?JGXCB®°® ?LB°® FGEFJW?® D

while formal religious Quanzhen Taoist
organizations were absent in Taiwan

rior to the late 1980s, the sect 's lore .
P caricatures of Wang Chongyang and

and prestige were by no means absent. .
P 9 y other early Quanzhen Taoists appeared as

hen Taoism h lytized . .
Quanzhen Taolsm has proselytized among swashbuckling heroes in Hong Kong author

lay populations since its inception in the . .
Y pop P Louis Cha Leung-yung ’'s ( SA,{¥", sobriquet

[0} o] o o
RF® ACLRSPW ° JPQR® @W CQRJ @(‘(J)r%QEGLElQZZE—ZX\i& epic kung-fu

societies and putting on public theatrical . . . .
P g P novels, wh|ch were wildly popular in Taiwan

NCPDMPK?LACQ ° ?LB° KSHFTLW2?RCP
Q in the 19703 and 1980s. In short, although

advances in printing and literacy allowed . .
P 9 Y Taoism enthu3|asts would have been hard

DMP°RFC°K?QQ°NPMBSARREFI\PLI\A’S’IEDFDPCX
pressed to Iocate a Quanzhen temple in

Taoist literature distributed widely as a Taiwan before 1987, they might well have
DMSLB?° /S?LXFCL° RCVRQ® @CGLE®° F?LB:

/IS?LXFCL? 2?MGQR° RCVRQ° NPGLRCB®° co
Q Q foerree at otLher Ta(F){lst denominations

23

part of charitable efforts. Not only did

imperial and early Republican China make .
temples or on sale in bookstores, and

it to Taiwan, they were reproduced and .
y P they could easily have encountered

K?BC?®° B We ?2T? ? °1TMKC°RCVRQ © AF©°
ceuUGBCY GJ?7@JC (S:uanzrgen-deﬁved ?n%ditation and health-

as those telling the legends of Quanzhen . .
preservation practices taught by local

Taoism’'s founder Wan Chongyan . .
I } g gyang internal alchemy groups. This meant that,

and his seven main disciples, were . . .
P prior to the end of martial law, despite the

laced in temples throughout Taiwan as . .
P P 9 absence of its priests and temples, the

proselytizing morality books, meant 1o Quanzhen sect already occupied a place in
24 mOn the contents and distribution of these books,
23 mOn Quanzhen Taoist theater in the Yuan dynasty, see Durand-Dastés, “A Late Qing Blossoming of the
see Hawkes, “Quanzhen Plays and Quanzhen Seven Lotus, " 78-112.
Masters, " 153-70. On book printing and distribution
through Taoist communities in late imperial China 25 mSee Valussi, “War, Nationalism, and Xiao Tianshi 's
see Goossaert, “The Jin’'gaishan Network, " 95-97 [Hsiao Tien-shih] Transmission of Daoist Scriptures
and Valussi, “Printing and Religion in the Life of Fu from China to Taiwan, " 143-189. Hsiao 's compilations

Jinquan, ” 1-52. MD°2?MGQR°RCVRQ°PCK?GL°GL°NPGLR°GL?°2?7GU?L
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the minds of many if not most Taiwanese
people interested in Taoism.
Early post-martial law enthusiasm for

traveling to China to learn Quanzhen
Taoism can be seen with Interviewee A, who
oversees a Taoist temple with monastic
quarters in a major Taiwanese municipality.

In our interview she stated that she began

visiting China in the early 1990s (she could

group in northern Taiwan since the 1980s.
According to Interviewee B, many of
the ostensibly secret internal alchemy
methods he teaches were transmitted to
him by impoverished Taoists in China in
the late 1980s and 1990s, when a sincere
interest in Taoism combined with the gift of

twenty American dollars in a red envelope

U?Q°MDRCL°QSD]J]AGCLR°RM°QNSP°RFC"

of esoteric teachings.

LMR°PCKCK@CP°RFC°CV?AR°WC?P °GL°MPBCP°RM?®

make pilgrimages to holy sites and visit
internal alchemy practitioners. According
to Interviewee A, “In the years after the
Reform and Opening-up [policies enacted

under Chinese premier Deng Xiaoping],
the economy [in China] wasn 't in great

shape. | supported [Quanzhen monks
and nuns] with the odd red envelope
[containing a cash gift] in order to gain an
understanding of how well people were

cultivating Taoist alchemy. Interviewee
A was originally trained in both the Taoist
rituals of the Lingbao sect as well as a form

of internal alchemy taught by a lay teacher

Although some interviewees described
relationships with their Chinese preceptors

that are not colored by monetary

CVAF?LECQ ° RFC° ECLCPMQGRW?®° MD?° 2

pilgrims  visiting Quanzhen temples in
China in the late 1980s and early 1990s
may well have played a role in leading
many Chinese Taoists to embrace their
Taiwanese visitors, thereby facilitating the

establishment of ongoing relationships
and ensuring that future Taiwanese
seekers could reasonably hope to receive
a friendly welcome from Quanzhen monks

and nuns when visiting holy sites in China.

GL°22GUTROU2Q°GL°J?PECoN?pRIIEGPIN | e et Jfigh rare esoteric

in internal alchemy, which is still practiced

by some Quanzhen Taoists in China, that
impelled her to cross the Taiwan Strait

in the early 1990s. Her point about freely
slipping red envelopes (a traditional way

to politely offer monetary gifts) to the
people she visited at a time when Taiwan 's

economy was booming and the PRC s

economy was still struggling echoes
statements made to me by Interviewee B,
an elderly lay Quanzhen Taoist who has run

a gigong and internal alchemy meditation

teachings could be obtained during
relatively short visits to China may have
been attractive to Taiwanese seekers who
would otherwise have had to enter into
lengthy discipleships with Taoist teachers
from established lineages in Taiwan before
being granted access to closely guarded

“inner door teachings. And it was not

simply teachings that Taiwanese visitors

QMSEFR°GL°CVAF?LEC°DMP°RFCGP°KSI

Interviewee C, a relatively young Quanzhen
Taoist monk who attends to an old Taoist

temple not previously associated with
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Quanzhen Taoism in southern Taiwan, told

hefty donations and payments. She

KC°RF?R°OSGRC°?°JMR®° MD° KM Ipantétl "ditU @B °sGrheR bf °the massive

Chinese temples in the 1980s and 1990s at

a time when Taoist-adjacent mediumistic

bronze incense burners located in the

plazas in front of Taoist temples on

RCKNJCQ° @CA?KC®°® CVRPCKCJIWNMoutMW®RIArgP h &lkki province were

Taiwan. Although these temples tended to
operate independently of each other and of

larger religious organizations, some of their

donated by moneyed Taiwanese citizens.
According to Interviewee D, thanks to
RFGQ° FGQRMPW®° MD° KMLCR?PW? (

MD]JAG?LRQ°QRGJJ°BCQGPCBP® R Ménte?Chintdge KQUEhZhKr? Re®iBte actively

by tying themselves to centuries-old
institutions. Attaining a formal Zhengyi
Taoist identity in Taiwan would require
years of apprenticeship followed by
arduous tests, including climbing “sword

ladders, ” while receiving recognition as

angle for donations, either by allowing
those Taiwanese visitors who are willing
to part with their money to take part in
ceremonies and initiations they are not
0S?JG]CB°® DMP © MP° CTCL® @W®° F?TGlI

acolytes directly inform Taiwanese visitors

DSJIJW° "CBECB®° /S?LXFCL®?® 2?MGRR?RMPICB°MPLTCIMNCQ® AMLR?GLGLE?®

nuns could require a yearslong stay in a
temple in China. According to Interviewee
C, some Taiwanese folk religious spirit
mediums seeking a shortcut to status

made large “donations " to Taoist temples

QSKQ°MD°KMLCWC°?PC°CVNCARCB®°GL®°C
for establishing a relationship with a
K?QRCP °© , MR°® MLJW° BGB° 'LRCPTGCUC
these practices distasteful, she also noted

that they are part and parcel of a general

GL°!FGL?°GL°CVAF?LEC®°DMP®° ?L R OfSigeregiRif th8 ThikeSe Quanzhen

and other relics from Quanzhen temples,
the possession of which conferred these
individuals enhanced religious legitimacy

back home in Taiwan.

One interviewee ’'s comments suggest
that even though Taiwan ’'s economy is
now dwarfed by China ’s, the displays
of largesse by early Taiwanese seekers
have not been forgotten and continue to

color the relationships between Chinese

and Taiwanese Quanzhen adherents.
Interviewee D, a monastic Quanzhen
Taoist who founded and oversees a
small suburban temple, complained
to me that even though China is now
much richer than Taiwan, Taiwanese

disciples are still seen as a source of

community when it comes to supporting
the growth and development of Quanzhen

Taoism in Taiwan.

That traveling to China to study Quanzhen
Taoism can be an easier way to formally
enter the Taoist religion than joining an
established Taiwanese denomination
continues to be a consideration in some

Taiwanese Taoists decision-making

processes in the present day. One factor

that can be a barrier of entry to local
2?GU?LCQC°QCARQ°GQP°J?LES?EC °$MP"
Interviewee C reported to me that he chose

the Quanzhen sect in part because a high

BCEPCC®°® MD° NPM]J]AGCLAW?® GL°® RFC®° 27
Hokkien language is required to chant and

sing the scriptures used in Zhengyi rituals,
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Monks and nuns from the Southern Mount Wudang Taoist Association pose with

KGLG?RSPC°.0!°"?EQ°GL° @L°BREBLEPMPRPUYPEML°GL°UFGAF°RFCW°?PC°QFMUL°TGBCM°MD
Xi Jinping addressing the People  ’s Liberation Army.
Credit: Hubei Provincial Committee of the UFWD of the CCP

and he simply lacks the linguistic ability.
Conversely, the ceremonies he learned in
China are performed in Mandarin, which is

his mother tongue.

While language was one factor that helped
Interviewee C decide to take up residence
as a full-time monk in China in the late
2010s, he reported another issue that
came up in multiple interviews with other

informants. According to Interviewee

C, Taoists in general had a fairly poor
reputation in Taiwanese society when he
was a boy. People often looked down on
them as men of questionable morals, and
for this reason his parents never took him

to visit local Taoist temples. Interviewee

D made a similar observation in 2018
when she hired a troupe of Zhengyi Taoist
priests to perform a ritual at a Taoist
temple in northern Taiwan where she was
a resident and volunteer. Interviewee D was

dismayed by the lack of comportment in

&Y¥, "e.Ine:=}a&glo}AB (r'YE

the Zhengyi ritual masters, who slouched

around and chain smoked during breaks

in the ritual service, much at odds with

her understanding of the deportment
@C]JRRGLE®°?°2?MGQR°NPGCQR °'L°D?AF
RM° FCP° PCAMJIJCARGML ° GR° U?Q° RF
observation that triggered a spur-of-the-

moment decision to register for a half-

year course in Quanzhen Taoist ritual in a

major Chinese city that she saw advertised

on Facebook, thus beginning her formal

religious career.

In a conversation at his home, religious
QRSBGCQ°QAFMJI?P°&QG?M°IFGL KGLE®°C
thoughts that resonated with Interviewee C

and Interviewee D ’s comments. According

to Hsiao, Quanzhen Taoism ’s potential to

continue advancing in Taiwan emerges

DPMK?® RUM® GLRCPPCJ?RCB° D?ARMPQ
of these is that Quanzhen practitioners

tend not to “clock out " at the end of the

day (compared with religious Taoists in


http://www.hbtyzx.gov.cn/mzzj/hbzj/26587897452856268.shtml

27| *OGJMUSBUJOH UIF 5BP

other sects, who usually switch to civilian
AJMRFCQ°?DRCP°MD]AG?RGLE®?°PGRS?J°?LB°QNCLB?®
the rest of their day busy with secular

activities), and instead may spend a
QGELGJA?LR°?KMSLR°MD°RFCGP°NCPQML?J°RGKC?®
engaged in meditative self-cultivation

practices while upholding varying degrees

of asceticism. These activities deepen

’

Quanzhen adherents engagement with
religious life and can strengthen bonds
within their community. Secondly, Hsiao
predicts that Taiwanese people searching
the religious marketplace for Taoist ritual
masters will take note of Quanzhen groups
evident vegetarianism, temperance, and
chastity (though it should be acknowledged
that most Quanzhen adherents in Taiwan
are not monks or nuns in the strictest
sense, and many are married or in
romantic partnerships). These traits
compare favorably with the general image
of Buddhists in Taiwan, who are often
considered to be more disciplined and
wholesome than their Taoist counterparts,
and thereby increase the Quanzhen sect S
competitiveness, suggesting it has the
potential to continue attracting followers

and become an enduring local presence.

26 mit should be added that some Taiwanese people

prefer to engage the services of a Taoist priest

UFM°EGTCQ®° MDD° ?L° ?GP° MD° QU?EECP° ?LB° "?K@MW?LAC °
Professor Hsieh Tsung-hui (  <O€%0d of National

Taiwan Normal University pointed out to me that

when a Taiwanese person who has commissioned a
PGRS?J°QCCQ°RFC°JC?B°2?MGQR°MD]AG?LR°?PPGTC°GL°?°J?PEC °
late-model Mercedes Benz, this both indicates that

RFC° NPQ@TRRRS?IJQ° KSQR? @C° OSGRC° CD]A?AGMSQ° RFSQ°

allowing him to make enough money to afford such a

car), just as it increases the prestige of the patron who
U?Q°?@JC°RM°QCASPC°RFC°QCPTGACQ°MD?°?2°@SQW °CVNCLQGTC?®
ritual master.
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The coopting of Quanzhen Taoism as a
tool for soft power in Xi Jinping’s China
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Many Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists may
prefer not to think about contemporary
politics and may even see themselves as
participants in a sacred mission that has
managed to outlive the rises and falls of
countless dynasties precisely because
it transcends worldly affairs. Be that as

’

it may, as interviewees recollections
throughout this paper make clear, this
does not mean that there is an easy way
for Taoists to actually avoid politics. Not
only are all formal Quanzhen Taoist sites
and events in China sanctioned, managed,
and surveilled by cadres belonging to the
NRAA and the UFWD, additionally, Taoist
activities have even caught the attention

of China 's top leadership. For instance,
on 24 September 2023, Chairman of
the National Committee of the Chinese
People 's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) Wang Huning ( hl_é>p) released

a letter of congratulations to the 5th

BRSO o, i G,

Credit: Ezhou City United Front Work Department (

C
-

International Taoism Forum, where the
5MPJB°$CBCP?RGML°MD°2?MGQK°eU?Q°

founded. ¥’

In addition to chairing the
CPPCC, Wang is a member of the seven-
person Politburo Standing Committee (the
most powerful political entity in China
after Xi Jinping himself). The New York

Times recently reported that Wang “has

been overseeing efforts to deepen Chinese
GLASCLACOPMTCP®°92?2GU?L; °RFPMSEF®°Q
BGQNJ?WQ°MD°EMMB°UGJJ°?LB°AMTCP

activities. "® The New Yorker describes

him as “one of Xi Jinping 's closest
advisers, the preeminent craftsman of Xi 's
27 mNational Committee of the Chinese People 's

Political Consultative Conference, “Wang Huning
Sends Congratulatory Letter to 5th International
Taoism Forum. "

28 mBuckley, “China’s Strongman Rule Has a New Job:
Winning Taiwan. ”

’CPPCC chairman Wang Huning addresses a nationwide meeting of religious leaders on 2 February 2024 in Beijing.
&Y¥, Y6B*BN:=zi&gJ {*B (rYE )



http://www.eztzb.gov.cn/info.html?url=1f892beb-5179-445d-85ec-321488f6e470
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"% Indeed, both the
CPPCCs English-language website and
China Military

authoritarian ideology.

mouthpiece of the People ’'s Liberation
Army, reported on 16 June 2024 that Wang
took to the stage at the 16th Straits Forum

in Xiamen, Fujian, and “stressed that China

GLASCLAC® @MRF° ?R° FMKC®° ?LB° ?@P|

not a matter of speculation; rather, it is

°2L°MD]AG?J°#LEJGQF al 3ttateGi® i€y that the United Front

loudly broadcasts through its leadership s

and subordinates speeches and public
writings. Case in point, in February 2024,

Quanzhen Taoist monk Li Guangfu ( RU+O

F?Q° RFC° PCQMJTC ° RFC° AML]BS®t),A@RR tHafnkaf & the Chinese Taoist

ability to smash separatist attempts for

‘Taiwan independence "3

in any form.
Given Wang's position in the Chinese
government, his congratulatory letter to

the 5th International Taoism Forum is

AJC?PIJW° PGDC° UGRFNQIS@ RTRRAIt® GiQfly organizations in

driven home by the fact that Shi Taifeng
(p\@%), who is both head of the UFWD
and a member of the Politburo, delivered a
keynote address at the opening ceremony

of the same religious event.

That the United Front sees Quanzhen
Taoism as a tool to be used in its efforts

to strengthen the CCP 's power and

29 mChe, “The Father of Chinese Authoritarianism Has
a Message for America.

30 mNational Committee of the Chinese People 's
Political Consultative Conference. “Wang Huning
Stresses China 's Resolve to Shatter ‘Taiwan
Independence ' Attempts ”; China Military, “Senior

-D]AG?J°1RPCQQEMUBGIUTC°GL° @eararar Il international order.

Independence ' Attempts. ”

31 mRenminwang, “Wang Huning Sends a Letter of
Congratulations to the Opening Ceremony of the Fifth
International Taoist Forum Held at Mount Mao. " Shi
Taifeng ’'s public pronouncements regarding Taiwan

Association, published a communique

entitted  “Thoroughly and Persistently
Enacting Patriotic Education in the World

of Taoism in which he declared, “We

will proactively develop relationships
Hong
Kong, Macau, Taiwan, and abroad, so as
to bring Taoism 's function as a spiritual
link into play, lending our strength to
help establish a community of common
destiny for mankind and to safeguard our
country 's peaceful PCSLG]A?RGIM$
statement is loaded with what Australian

“

Sinologist Geremie R. Barmé calls New

China Newspeak " < seemingly innocuous

language that is in fact deeply politicized. *
For instance, rather than being a vague
bromide calling for world peace, the
“community of common destiny for
mankind ” Li invokes is actually a well-
worn CCP slogan tied to Xi Jinping ’s desire
to abolish the norms of the post-World
The China Media

Project’'s Stella Chen writes:

D?JJ°GL°JGLC°UGRF°RFMQC°MD°5?LE®&SLGLE °$MP°CV?KNJC °

at the annual Overseas Chinese World Conference

DMP° .PMKMRGLE® .C?ACDSJ® 0CSLG]A?R&\mChinepe [Tagist? Asgociation, “Li  Guangfu:

United Front-organized event held in Hong Kong in
August 2024, Shi declared that Taiwan 's Democratic
Progressive Party is “stubbornly holding onto Taiwan

Thoroughly and Persistently Enacting Patriotic
Education in the World of Taoism. The original
Chinese, translated above by the author of this paper,

GLBCNCLBCLAC® ?LB° PCAIJCQQJIW?® GL"?KEUSE ° 2IDRWERIS G LpR105/05\8«2¥OTkrl$,&'®/19j5p

across the strait, ” but, “the initiative to solve the
Taiwan problem is in the grip of the mainland side.

QCCe° 2@LMN°
Against Taiwan Independence at Hong Kong
Conference. ")

+ m \Ef69m®LpZ¥Otm y6r_yaC (rk=69. . W DS'f-*1 2,
0Z+ 1${ —E5\>{m,1$C,zj&g067

CGHGLE® -DJAG?JQ° 3PEC® 0OCQMJSRGML®

33 mBarmé, “New China Newspeak. ”
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In the Chinese political discourse, Xi s the previous four forums; continue to

“community of common destiny for thoroughly unearth Taoism ’'s modern

mankind ” has been characterized as values and philosophical wisdom;

offering “a Chinese Solution and Chinese better persevere with Taoism 's

wisdom to the reform and innovation of move towards Sinicization; highlight

global human rights governance. " The the characteristics of Taoism 's

innovation lies in relegating all questions internationalization and its adaptation to

of individual rights to matters of peace RFC°RGKCQ °CVFG@GR°RFC°QR?RSQ°
and security, development, national Chinese freedom of religious belief

sovereignty and state-to-state equality. i and the situation of Taoism 's healthy

intergenerational transmission; and

Similarly, Li’s invocation of “ peaceful promote communication and cooperation

between Taoist associations in China S

reunification is an unambiguous

regions of Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan

reference to the PRC ’s ceaseless efforts to 36
as well as abroad.

QS@HSE?RC<2RFIEY®P®CV?AR®° RCPKe CTCL?®

appears in the name of the China Council As insipid as this sentence might appear

for the Promotion of Peaceful National ?R°]JPQRCEJ?LAC °GR°?ARS?JJWCAMLR?
OCSLGJA?RG@¥BLAP2$C,Zzi&g) ZNRZ an

anti-Taiwanese independence organization

sharp political statement. The comment

about Taoism ’s “Sinicization ” (from &¥5\

active in 91 countries that is run by the E) might cause readers to do a double

35

United Front Work Department. R?I€°UFW° ML° C?PRF°UMSJB® ?° PCJGEG

was born in China two thousand years ago

Further unpacking the allusive New

need to be Sinicized? Do baseball and rap

China Newspeak " in apparatchik-monk Li music need to be Americanized? But this

Guangfu ’'s public statements proves to be word is no typo. Rather, it is a common

PLPCVACJIICLROUZWERMPE?GL®?L terk oGl 7 Sifbfig-&ra PRC political

of how gove€ment-run Taoism actually rhetoric, in use since 2015. Writing for the

works. In a 2023 press release hosted on Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Naoko Eto of

REC® MD]AG?J® 385"° UC@Q@RC® LiRGHRIhRersity elaborates:
Fifth International Taoist Forum Will Be

”

Held on Mount Mao in China in September,

there appears a sentence reading:

912 © AF?GPK?L®° *G° %S?LEDS;° CVNPCQQCB?®
i . i 36 mUnited Front Work Department of the CPC Central

that the Fifth International Taoist Committee, “The Fifth International Taoist Forum Will

Forum will deepen the achievements of Be Held on Mount Mao in China in September. " The
original Chinese, translated above by the author of
this paper, reads, * '®sr 69ug'@?,5\0yz¥01+88"? *@.E
-y5 ?,288"m, 1iSS69|0|62@, KeLaz¥Otm ki'¢+F)é1$F|GYQp
HuH9R?9j5'6 UKpZ¥0O1&¥5\.EPO0bH9Ee-17¥015\0y.E1$Q ‘¢ .E
f-E6972¢i &¥5\k?'¢,>;01)L'OfHkKg \cf...2¥O1*4D *AJ-m HE
AB97PZNf ...&¥5\"aM055'/&/05\8«Z2¥015p+ 6600.E/(i=g-0kr

34 mChen, “Community of Common Destiny for m,\])f...0V(r67 A 'R°GQ°UMPRF°LMRGLE°RF?PR°*G°%S?L
Mankind. " religious leader who could not have risen to the top of

religious Taoism 's power structure in China without
35 mDotson, “The United Front Work Department Goes B3LGRCB®° $PMLR 2RIWPEEUTIRRCBF?GPK?L® MD°

Global.” the World Federation of Taoism in 2023.



Headquarters.of the United Front Work Depaftment in Beijing.
Credit: Zheng Zhou, licensed under CC BY-SA™.0

A key phrase in the religious policy of proposed that “religious affairs carry
the Xi Jinping administration is the special importance in the work of the CPC

“Sinicization of religion.
U?Q° JPQR® SQCB®° @W° 6G° (GLN Glhe ¢relqiongRip gfnational security and

This phrase and the central government " and that

Central United Front Work Conference RFC° SLG]A?RGML® MD° RACEKQPRFCPJ?I
in May 2015. The conference was held a place within “socialist religious theory

by the Communist Party 's United Front with  Chinese characteristics. " This

Work Department (UFWD) at a national can be interpreted as an instruction to

JCTCJ° DMP® RFC® ]PQR° RGKC® G L Mco@awes Redigio itselPinto the Party s

years. Because of the sense of crisis theory and interpret it. Furthermore, in

concerning changes in the domestic and his speech, Xi Jinping boldly put forth a

international climate, the conference posture to “lead” religion, emphasizing

decided to strengthen its control to make that the leadership would come from the

QMAG?JIJWOGLASCLRG?J°EPMSNQo?C@BnigBatgBE2JQ0

conform to the policies of the Communist

Party. Here Xi Jinping announced, as a 2M° @MGQPePERMI?L?RGML°BMUL°RM®??2°Q
means to govern the people, that the

sentence, “Sinicizing " religious Taoism

Communist Party could give active o )

) o actually means bringing it to heel and
guidance to religions so that they could
adapt themselves to socialist society, compelling it to carry the CCP S water.

adhere to the direction of Sinicized
religion, and increase the standard of the French Quanzhen Taoist nun Karine Martin

regulations controlling religion. offers an invaluable boots-on-the-ground

At the April 2016 National Conference on
Religious Work, Xi presented the policies
that would involve the Party and the state

37 mEto, “Why Does the Xi Jinping Administration
in religious activities. Here Xi Jinping Advocate the ‘Sinicization ’ of Religion? ”
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description of the changes wrought by and the prevention of in-depth
the decade-long Sinicization campaign. cultivation causes many monks and nuns

-TCP° RFC° AMSPQC® MD° ]TC® KMLR Ff)#34q the ordeg, especially if they are
. . well educated and thus able to train or

Martin traveled thousands of kilometers
work in a secular profession. Temples

while visiting more than 100 Taoist temples ) :
that had thirty to forty residents are

in provinces all over the PRC, including LMU°BMUL®°RM°DMSPOMP°]TC °GD°RF?R
Guangdong in the south, Gansu and more closures. Another bureaucratic

Qinghai in the far northwest, Heilongjiang restriction is the addition of the epithet
GL°RFC°D?P°LMPRFC?QR °?LB°&S @ C @liybusB persom@L \ G#ongjiao yuan >;

in the country ’s interior. In her book Of19) to the passport, which makes it

Monastic Daoism Transformed: The Fate of impossible for Daoists to travel abroad,

. ) even on vacation, without obtainin
the Thunder Drum Lineage , Martin tersely 9
various permits. All this makes life so

BGD]ASJR® RF?R°® QMKC?° "?MGQRQ ° GL

ones | met personally last year, fall into

describes the overall atmosphere as one

of “desolation and despair " with “temples

n 38

in a state of decline and disarray. Her deep states of depression and, in some

observations are worth quoting at length to cases, seriously contemplate suicide.
give a sense of how Taoist life has changed

UGRF°DMPCGELCPQ®°SLIJCQQ°RFCW?®°]J

number of permit forms. During my

absolute power:

entire stay in China, while | had many

..Daoists are forced to leave their . . .
meetings with Daoists, they were always

temples to attend local meetings and .
semi-secret and there were absolutely
LM°NGARSPCQ™RPICQE?PN°AMLRP?QR°R

the photo mania of previous years. Some

resident training courses in Xi Jinping
Thought. Every week there is at least one

meeting and every month there is at least
g y even warned me to never tell the [CTA]

one course. During the latter, attendants .
g that they had seen me, emphasizing the

stay for three to fourteen days in . - .
political and restrictive nature of this

government-run hotels rented by the o . . .
organization, which essentially is the

CVCASRGTCC°?PK°MD°RFC°3LGRCB°$PM

39

[CTA] that may even be in other cities or

faraway provinces. Notice given is always
yp g ¥ Department.

very short: just ordering a certain monk

or nun to show up at a certain place at a

certain time within a day or two. Topics Offering aglimpse of how the United

are not revealed until the event starts, Front’s uncompromising monitoring  of

UFGAF°?2JQM°GLTMJITCQ°CV?KQ°RPCRPERMPREMIRICLBQ® GLRM® RFC° BGEH
the subject covered ... +?PRGL° BCQAP@@GRAC?2I®NMIGAW® RF?

MLIW°?2JIMUQ°DMSP°"?MGQR°RCKNJCQ?®

The intensity of the meeting schedule province to have an online presence. " This

combined with political indoctrination

38 mMartin, Monastic Daoism Transformed, 130. 39 mibid., 133.



34' *OGJMUSBUJOH UIF 5BP

policy dictates that “every single post

must obtain approval through a formal

authorization process. As a result, the

?° QNCCAF° CVNRERRGQE°RF?R?®

many Taiwanese compatriots °< especially

those in the Taoist world < will thoroughly

@GRCKNJC®° UC®@QUORCOQERP MLEJW?®° B GacaghideNl@BIangers brought by splittist

HSQR°?°BCAXPCMYEMLIWC QNC?I|°Ta@mavi ;hBependence '

Xi Jinping Thought and ways of complying

with government guidelines. ~ "*°

The Sinicization campaign does not

merely aim to mold Taoism in the CCP s
GK?EC?®°
that

demands Taoists contribute

the PRC’s

to

international ambitions. This

orientation was evident on 10 October

2023 in the city of Shiyan in Hubei

province, at the “Opening Ceremony

for the Eighth Taiwanese Taoist Temple

’ i

Supervisors ' Study Group. ” Co-organized

by the Shiyan City United Front Work
Department and the Danjiangkou City
United Front Work Department, this event
's Taiwan Affairs

saw Hubei province

activities, and that
they will hold fast to ethnic righteousness,
clearly see the grand historical trends,
participate proactively, and strive to
make mental and physical contributions

towards the peaceful progress of China-

UGRFGEY°! RAWLPB OPRY° ? J Qdailan relations and the glorious future

» 41

of the nationality ’s rejuvenation. The
unconcealed politicization of a gathering

held in China for the heads of Taiwanese
Taoist temples stands in sharp contrast
with a belief stated by many of this paper 's

interviewees: that Taoists should walk
away from politics. In the 21st century, the

world of politics refuses to let them go.

-D]JAC° "GPCARMP®° IFCLE?® *G?LEQFGlei BSAG

40 mibid., 131.

Credit: Hubei Wenli Colleg€ United Front \Work:-Dep ment

.

T
. T

TFCPO , .
rovincial ' Péople ’'s Government Taiwan

DD?GPQ° -MMCLGLE® MD° RFC°® #GEFRF° 2?GU?LC

Taoist Temple Supervisors ' Study Group. ” The original
Chinese, translated above by the author of this paper,
reads: “ '®BPRTD"8D05b“0Ze f]-=Pyz¥Otkr'f8f69+I- "¢ b

6+05h,62 ] .[C (um /m>s6BU> [WP\8D~+5%+"bZ 078D.159

m®Lgt Vr(rk=69c@, @X ) 1$C,m®?2+1$[WP\EAftm, ~a9jR¢(u

"@hPER. 87

CTA chairman Li Guaj ttendin%a meeting announcing
Information Query Syst " on 2 February. Zezg;atJ@&aggji Buddhist Monastery in Beijing.
2 .

the “Buddhist and Taoist Clerical Personn

RFCP®°


https://tzb.hbuas.edu.cn/info/1004/1453.htm

¢

@ ?LL@PBICCRRWHMINAFGCRREC? BLQ COREBIN FM KIGRPWD M P °©

the PRC
Credit: A. Chen

,CU°7C?2P2ACIC@P?RGMLQ °2FC?°

A Taoist monk keeps watch over crowds of tourists at White Cloud Monastery in Beijing during the 2025 Lunar




04

The “Taiwanization” of Quanzhen Taoism
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Shades of grey

Within China 's borders, Quanzhen Taoists
currently have little choice but to accept
the United Front ’'s overbearing presence
or else leave the religious life. This creates

a state of affairs that invariably colors
Taiwanese Taoists ' interactions with

their Chinese coreligionists. That being

spoke with Religioscope for this paper
succeeded in establishing master-
disciple relationships with members of
the Quanzhen Taoist clergy in China, their
CVNCPGCLACQ°?Q°QRSBCLRQ°MD°RFC?®;
RM°@C°?°KGVCB° @?E °RFC°AMLRCLRQ
range from moments of inspiration and

meetings with highly cultivated monks and

Q?GB °RFGQ°N?NCP°]LBQ° RF?RMNNEG IQiFtASes of |digappointment and

conclude from the current situation that
Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists '’
to travel back and forth to the PRC
indicates support for the CCP
designs on Taiwan, nor that these Taoists

are abetting the CCP ’s well-documented

willingness

's revanchist

encounters with unsavory coreligionists.

Much of what my informants described

AMSIB? @C° CYVNCARCB?° GL° RFC° CVNCP
any seeker wandering between Taoist

temples and teachers in China, regardless

of his or her country of origin; other

CDDMPRQ°RM°GL]JRP?RC °GLASCEHURCPGELBEQRPCRPC"CAR® RCLQGMLQ® C

the integrity of Taiwanese society. On

QNCAGJA?JIW°DPMKCPRFC°GLRPGA?AGCC

RFC° AMLRP?PW ° UC®° ]LB° RF?Fhinareitions.CcQCeo

Quanzhen Taoists do not operate as a

AMFCQGTC °SLG]CB® @JMA®° UG R PF¢Lheard Gapvinterviewge D above about

that few of them give signs of coordinating
their faith-based work at home with their
religious preceptors in China, much less
with the UFWD or its subsidiaries. In this
part of the paper, we hear directly from

Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists who recall

acquisitive Taoists, but the Quanzhen

community in China is quite large (with

MTCPPO °© ?D]JG?RCB°® RCKNJCQ®° @W
count ), giving seekers a wide variety

of teachers to choose from. Most of the

Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists | interviewed

RFCGP°CVNCPGCLACQ°MD°RP?TGpae BORVEY FoG Leven 5rgverently  of
RFCL°CV?KGLC°RFC°GKNJGA?R G NhEIQ dgachers 2 XChiga.  Interviewee E

Taoism 's dramatic transformation as

is the head of a small temple-cum-self-

JMA?2JGXCQ°GL°2?2GU?L °?LB° CL®H\@aegmVNg yMlprge| TRiwanese city.

how Taiwanese Taoists frame their
relationships with their interlocutors in

China as they reconcile diametrically
opposed conceptualizations of their
country 's status and sometimes even

subtly push back against PRC propaganda.

The lives of Taiwanese Taoist seekers
in the PRC

Although all of the interviewees who

He primarily teaches Taoist meditation,
but he has traveled to China repeatedly
in the last several decades to visit Taoist
teachers and holy sites, and he had the

distinction of being one of only a handful

42 mPew Research Center, “Measuring Religion in
China. ”
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of Taiwanese Taoists invited to attend
the 5th International Taoism Forum
held in Jiangsu province in September
2023, where the founding of the World

Federation of Taoism ( &TkrZz¥Ot€"0VRZWFT)

“ In one of his

was formally announced.
sojourns in China, Interviewee E became a

disciple of an elderly monastic Quanzhen

Interviewees
CVNCPGCLACQ® UGRF®° /S?LXFCL®? 2?MG

reports of negative

China generally fell into two categories.
2FC°]PQR°GLAJSBCB?°?°T?PGCRW®° MD®°E
behaviors, as with the aforementioned

CVNIJGAGR®° PCOS@UIR QR GZRM@SR°
?2?IJQM°P°GL°RFC°DMPK°MD?°QCVS?J°?BT?L.

by Quanzhen monks (of whom celibacy

2?MGQR °&C°CVNJ?GLCB®° RM° KCi8 RiGrimRIy F defmbrfdddy PtBward female

learned Taoist ritual or meditation from
his master, and that although he donned
religious Taoist garb to take a group photo
on the day of his initiation, he was never
more than a lay disciple. When asked what
attracted him to this master, Interviewee E
responded that he was simply impressed
with the older Taoist ’s virtue and integrity.
Similar admiration could be heard in the
way one of Taiwan 's most successful
Quanzhen monks (in terms of the number
of local disciples he has himself initiated),
Interviewee F, described his teacher.
According to Interviewee F, his master
solicitously offered to allow him to adapt
the liturgy he learned in Mandarin in China
into the Taiwanese Hokkien language if
this would increase Quanzhen ’s appeal in
Taiwan (Interviewee F declined to make the

change out of concern that doing so would

Taiwanese students in monastic settings.

These reports were centered around two

Taoist centers in a province in Central

China. Several women reported being

directly approached by monks while lining

up at mealtimes, and described being

complimented on their looks and invited to

visit the monks ' private quarters. They also

complained of a European Quanzhen Taoist

KMLI®° @P?EEGLE® 2?@MSR° FGQ° QCVS?J°

and showing off photos of his “ girlfriends
(some of whom may also have been his
students) on his mobile phone during a
month-long ceremony they attended with
him in one of these centers of monastic
RP?GLGLE °© 2F?R° RFC°® PCNMPRQ®° M
advances and lewd behavior all originate

in two Taoist centers in the same province

may simply be because they were all made

by three young to middle-aged female

K?IC°GR°BGD]ASJR°DMP° FGQ° B G8awahdiel TaQiStR Whd Rdgar¢ JiSit that

to China and further their studies there).

43 mLemaitre, “In China, the Political Correctness of

Taoism.” The spellings “Taoism” and “Daoism” are

both used for this organization 's name in English
language press releases issued by arms of the PRC
government. It is also referred to as the World Taoist

province for training with their preceptor;

it is also possible that younger female
2?MGQRQPPF?TC°QGKGJI?P°CVNCPGCLACC
in China (indeed, while in China between

2008 and 2017, | heard numerous tales of
?DD?GPQ°?LB°CTCL°QCVS?J°QA?LB?JQ°

monks and nuns in Quanzhen monasteries,

$CBCP?RGMLL°@eE™ ?GBS° #LAWMIMMNIE® Gig|dding some that were narrated to me

Taoist Federation " (link in bibliography), but the
acronymic titillation this rendering provides seems
to be underappreciated, and it appears with far less
frequency.

by people directly involved, and others

that were so salacious as to become online
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sensations). That being said, the Taiwanese
nuns described how they were eventually
warned by older Chinese nuns that one
of the monasteries they were staying in
is known for serving as something of a

halfway house, where Quanzhen monks

Interviewee G described the discipline to
which the monks and nuns participating in
the January 2024 ceremony were subjected

as both “military ” and “carceral. " She, the
other Taiwanese participants, and all of

the Chinese monks and nuns were under

UFMC°F?2TC°@CCL°CVNCJJCBP® DP McKresRit Gungilaed ahe being constantly

Taoist College for repeated infractions,
such as soliciting prostitutes, end up if they

wish to remain monks. These anecdotes are

told what they could and could not do by
plainclothes, non-religious cadres sent by

the China Taoist Association or National

GLQSD]AGCLR°RM°N?GLR®°?°NG A Rgigigus Mifarg emixisti@tion. The only

Taoism at large, but the Taiwanese nuns
CVNCPGCLACQ®°® ?2LB° RFC?®
received from Chinese nuns indicate that
Quanzhen Taoism is plagued by the same
contradictions that seem to arise in all

religions.

NCPQML? CVCKNRCB?° DPMK®?® RFGQ®° PCEC(
U ?thel. Gurapepn  Fapist, Wwvho  enjoyed  the

freedom to do as he pleased throughout

RFC° KMEREM QR° EJ?PGLEIJW? @W° AMLQF

taking breaks from the long hours of
chanting and bowing to wander around

taking photographs and video in the ritual

2FC° QCAMLB® RWNC®° MD°®° LCE?R Gpaces @hereCtireGotherAnaonks and nuns
U?Q° CYVNJGAGRJIJW° NMJGRGA?J °welg MtrictyL frrbiddgnGion odhgng any

Interviewee D (who was one of the
most outspoken people | talked to) and

Interviewee G, a monastic Taoist who

CJCARPMLGA°?BCTGACQ¢®

foreigners as  “outside of the rules

MD]JAG?RCQ° PGRS?JQ° ?LB° RC?mpatCapply/ $0? CRireSd. people in China,

liturgy at a family temple, also spoke at
length about the tense atmosphere at
the recent month-long ceremony that

they both attended. This ceremony was

@SR° '© QSQNCAR® GR® 2JQM°@TACARQ®

calculation that the European Taoist S
footage would help project a certain image

of China through social media). Interviewee

RFC° JPQR° MD° GRQ® IGLB® GL° UPGwWRoWas GIse presprt,° described the

Quanzhen monks and nuns were allowed
to participate, but their participation was

kept partially secret, inasmuch as the
nationality of the Taiwanese attendees was
never publicly acknowledged. Somewhat

surprisingly, given the PRC government 's

specter of the UFWD looming over the
“very scary ”
" She said that she

ceremony as and making
things “not feel right.
knew that, as a Taiwanese attendee, she
was under surveillance, and that Chinese

acquaintances would be asked to write

]JV2RGML®ML®° GLQGQRGLE® RF?R°2pguU i °teQ Tawanesp Reontingent  ’s

of its territory, the Taiwanese participants
were not listed as Chinese, either. Instead,
they were anonymously lumped into the

“international category alongside its sole

other member, a participant from Europe.

speech and behavior. In this atmosphere,

which she described as “repressive,
normal friendships with Chinese monks
and nuns were impossible to establish.

Interviewees D and G both recalled how

RFGQ° CVCKNEF
NMQQG@JW®° PCA"CAR® ?L° MIJB° F?@GR®° |
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The opening ceremony of the First Taoist Ceremony of the World Federation of Taoism (WFT) in March 2024.

Credit: Chinese Taoist Association ( &¥5\7¥0O1/?R3

their Chinese counterparts “don’t even

dare to so much as look at Taiwanese news

”

if we show it to them on our phones.

Needless to say, the atmosphere in China
leads Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists to self-
police. | conducted my interview with
Interviewee D in Interviewee G 's presence;
at one point, the latter interjected to say
that she and a third Taiwanese Taoist had

to counsel the spirited and opinionated
Interviewee D to tone down some of her
rhetoric while they were in China. Similarly,
when | was speaking with Interviewee C,
who has been back in Taiwan since the
start of the COVID pandemic, he made an
aside that he might not be able to return

to China because he has criticized both

PRC politics and socialism in general in

his public posts. When | pressed for more
information, he commented that it seemed

like we were veering from a conversation
about Quanzhen Taoism into a political
discussion, sending a subtle signal not to

pursue this line of questioning.

When conversing with Interviewee A, |
could not help but wonder whether | was
witnessing self-policing firsthand. Out
of all of my informants, Interviewee A
was one of the earliest to start visiting
China after the end of Taiwan 's martial
law period, and she has also participated
in  numerous government-sponsored

Taoist “cultural events in China. These
GLAJSBC?® ?° |T@QPBPQMY? 1RP?GR° ISJRSP?.
#VAF?LEC° ARGTGOGRWSL°RFC°J?RC?® Q

where she took to the same stage as two

NMQRQ®° ML® QMAG?J° KCBG? ° 5F (ptomife6tV MdhasqrQ TaBists with close

surprise, Interviewee C quickly said that

links to the United Front, one of whom was

FC°o UMS@QIB*M @ ? @ J W °AD@ € ALXS Q C °tle@ hairman of a provincial-level chapter

has been careful not to be too strident with

of the CTA, and the other chairwoman of


https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.taoist.org.cn/showInfoContent.do?id%3D9775%26p%3D%2527p%2527&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1748038149105485&usg=AOvVaw1CBGENtyCFVDWKgZU18I3W
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a municipal-level chapter. In an online

oversee them) indicates a savvy pro-PRC

TGBCM°P°MDC°RFCC°CTCLR °'LRCPT GopdoatbC Re€pn@ Liet RQds°close to her

be seen thanking the National Religious
Affairs Administration and United Front
and

Work Department, later attributing

a possibly apocryphal admonition for
members of the Chinese Communist
Party to study the Tao Te Ching to Chinese
premier Xi Jinping. “ When | asked her in
person about her relationships with her

the PRC,

A answered abruptly and succinctly,

coreligionists in Interviewee

saying, “They’'re all my good friends, my

Tao friends, [we ’re] free! ” This clipped
response followed by silence made it
clear that further inquiries on this topic
were not welcome. Throughout the rest
of our conversation, Interviewee A came
across as a deeply religious person,
offering long and passionate responses
to spiritual questions, but never speaking
about temporal issues. Similarly, when she
was interviewed on video during a “Both

Sides of the Taiwan Strait Tao Culture

the late 2010s, she spoke only about her
temple 's charitable work helping people
affected by earthquakes and typhoons,
thereby maintaining some distance from
the politically charged atmosphere of an
event where other participants actively
criticized the Taiwanese government
and literally sang the praises of China.
While it is possible that Interviewee A '
coyness about her relationships with

Chinese Taoists (and the cadres who

44 mLinks to the videos mentioned in this paragraph
are withheld in order to protect the interviewee 's
privacy.

chest, it seems equally possible that she

avoids risking making any statements that

AMSJB® F?TC° P?KG]JA?RGMLQ®° GL° RFC®°

realm, lest the perception that she leans
pro-PRC or pro-Taiwanese independence
derails her cross-strait pilgrimages and
other religious missions. In either case, it
seems reasonable to wonder if Interviewee
A is consciously maintaining

ambiguity ” when asked questions whose
answers could be interpreted as revealing

opinions on Taiwan-China relations.

Faces of Taiwanization
Any religion transplanted to a new land

changes in the process, and Quanzhen

2?MGQK®° GQ° LM° CVACNRGML °

by almost every informant interviewed

for this paper was “Taiwanization,
namely the idea that Quanzhen Taoism

has already transformed considerably in

“ strategic

L° GQQS

GRQ°QFMPR°CVGQRCLAC°GL?2?2GU?L °
#VAF?LEC®° SMPOKQRCB®° GL° 2?G Wil lain@t certainly continue to do so. An
SLGLRCLBCB® GPMLW® ?PGQCQ° DPMK®° R

similarity between the “Taiwanization

and the abovementioned  “Sinicization,
the former term, far from being a slogan
created by propagandists, is instead
simply a word used by Taiwanese people
to describe the way anything from abroad
changes as it is absorbed into the local
milieu. This is an organic, free (in both
senses of the word), and authentically
grassroots process that affects everything
from cuisine to music to fashion, and it
may, in the end, thwart many of the United
$PMIOR CVNCLQGTC ©°
have a say in what Quanzhen Taoism does

in Taiwan.

as

RMN BMUL®

CDDMF
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A Medium-sized Problem

The most frequently and passionately

discussed feature of Quanzhen S

Taiwanization is its blending with local
folk religious customs. The custom
that drew by far the most attention

from interviewees is Taiwan s thriving

practice of spiritual mediumship, a
practice that was not engaged in by

Quanzhen ’s historical founders and which

GQ° CVAJSBCB®° DPMK®° KML?Q R @racticing supgretiganc

» 47

landscape. Indeed, Taiwanese spiritual

KCBGSKQFGN°GQ°*"MSPGQFGLE°RM?°QSA
RF?R° GR® F?Q° QNPC?B° ?@PM?B ° ]LBC

adherents in Singapore and Haiti.  * This is

an impressive state of affairs, given that

these mediums forebears “were labeled

?Q° FCRCPMBMV® ?LB? FC?TGJW° NPMQC

the Qing (1683-1895) and Japanese (1895—

”

1945) colonial governments in Taiwan, *

and treated as “uneducated charlatans

in the martial law

2?MGQR®° NP?VGQ® GL° AMLREKN&BP?PW®° IFGL?

As Jordan Paper documents in “Mediums

and Modernity: The Institutionalization

of Ecstatic Religious Functionaries in

Taiwan, ” mediumship received government

recognition as a legitimate religious

practice shortly after the end of martial
law in Taiwan, when the Republic of

China Association of Mediums formally

registered their society, which aimed to

raise the public image of ecstatic religious

functionaries. In 1996, when Paper was

writing his report, the association already

“® In the

included hundreds of temples.
present day, as Fabian Graham reports,
“large-scale [mediumship] festivals to

help people overcome fears of economic

downturns, catastrophic events, and
escalating cross-strait tensions ... are now
a regular feature of Taiwan 's religious

45 mOn the basis of direct interactions with Taoists
in China as well as conversations with Taiwanese
Taoists who regularly visit China, | can report that
small number of Chinese Quanzhen monks and nuns
do, in fact, semi-clandestinely practice mediumship,
but this remains a source of friction in the monastic
community. | am not aware of any scholarly research
into this aspect of contemporary Quanzhen Taoism.

46 mPaper, “Mediums and Modernity, " 109.

The Taoists interviewed for this paper
subscribed to a broad spectrum of

viewpoints regarding mediumship. At one

CVRPCKCP°UCPC°2?MGQRQ°°JGIC°'LRCPT

Taiwanese nun who performs Quanzhen
religious services at a family temple
where one of her relatives, a medium who
channels a Buddhist deity, is in fact the
temple 's main draw to visitors, many of
whom come to consult the channeled
bodhisattva for help with life 's troubles.

Although Interviewee G 's Quanzhen

Taoist ritual practice and her relative s
channeling are never performed at the
same time, they are conducted in the same
space, and the medium often attends
the Quanzhen rituals, stepping forward
(OP°G

at the end to offer “siu-kiann ”

47 mGraham, “Healing the Past, Shaping the Future,
299.

48 mGraham, “Across Borders, ” 125-145; Kan, “Haitian
Group of Pilgrims Praying with Incense Comes to

Taiwan to Bow Before the Golden Mother.

49 mGraham, “Healing the Past, Shaping the Future,
299.

50 mPaper, “Mediums and Modernity, " 108.
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On 20 July 2024, the Kaohsiung Kuan-ti Temple ( + ©/ "B+DJ, also known as the Warrior ’'s Temple ( Z DT), welcomed

i

visiting delegations from numerous other temples around Taiwan to participate in the “Kaohsiung Kuan-ti Temple
Ceremony Celebrating the Donation of an Ambulance to the City of Kaohsiung " (proudly announced in the banner
GL°RFC°]PQR°NFMRM °0CNPCQCLR?RGTCQ°DPMK°QMKC°TGQGRGLE®PRCKNJCQ°?PPGTCB°GL?®
@J?PGLE°DCQRGTC°PCIGEGMSQ°KSQGA °2PMSNC°?DRCP°RPMSNC° MD° AMQRSKCB®°® MD]AG?
before the temple ’'s front entrance. A number of practitioners of mediumship channeled gods who paid their

respects to the temple via the mediums " borrowed bodies (as with the man wielding the massive halberd). All the

UFGJC °QAMPCQ° MD°BPSKKCPQ°]JJCB°RFC°LCGEF@MPFMMB°UGRF° @MMKE&PEPPGMWRFK ©° B
QNC?IGP@SR°LMR°RFC°LMGQC°MD°CVNIJMBGLE°]PCAP?AICPQ °+C?LUFGJC °HSQR°RFGPRW?®
ACIJC@P?RGML°R?IGLE°NJ?AC°MSRBMMPQ °?°QK?JJ°PCRGLSC°MD°/S?LXFCL°2?MGQRQ°AF?L
temple in hushed tones (they declined to be interviewed for this article). The simultaneous sharing of a space such

as this one by mediums, folk Taoists, and Quanzhen monks and nuns (not to mention the Buddhists who chant sutras
ML°RFC°REOQRRIOAMLB *"MMP» °GQ@REUWPZR BBXBIMMKCLML °"R°GQ°?JKMQR°GKNMQQG@JC°RM® ¢
scene unfolding in a temple used by Quanzhen Taoists in China, especially during the staid and subdued chanting of

scriptures.

Credit: Mattias Daly

S
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pronounced shoujing in Mandarin), a form
of spiritual cleansing akin to smudging
using burning incense sticks, the name
of which roughly translates as “recalling

the frightened soul. " The siu-kiann ritual
is enthusiastically participated in by all
of the Taoist semi-clergy (i.e. laypeople
trained by Interviewee G in Quanzhen ritual
music and chanting, and who temporarily
don the garb of monks and nuns when
they gather at the temple) who perform

the rituals in Interviewee G ’'s temple, as

well as the rituals lay audiences. At the

during a Quanzhen ritual, but that he
MRFCPUGQC®°® ?AACNRQ?®
Another middle ground approach is that of

a Quanzhen Taoist monk named Peng Chih-
hsiang ( E f[nqg ), who heads the Azure Cave
of the Source of Immortals (
temple in Taiwan ’'s Hsinchu County. In May
2024 he and a disciple released a YouTube
video that has garnered over 205,000
views, in which Peng frames mediumistic
practices as the spiritual equivalent of
kindergarten and elementary school,

according to Peng, such practices

MRFCP° CVRPCKC®?° GQ° 'LRCPTG C peopl the ofpBridifity. NdRdevelop actual

only repeatedly decried the blending of
Taiwanese mediumship practices with

Quanzhen Taoism as an unacceptable

spiritual capability, and yet the practices
should still eventually be transcended

and discarded. ** Thus, although Peng

DMPK® MD° FCRCPMBMVW ° @SR° ?de3 Mbt QeNtitety GYrke? b Wifediumship

brought Interviewee H up by name in order
to disparage that Taoist for supposedly
dabbling in the mediumistic practices of

the Tzu-Hui Society. Interviewee E even
declared that his outspokenness against
mediumship has made him so notorious
in Taiwanese Quanzhen circles that many
other Taoists refuse to appear at fora

where he is present.

Occupying a middle ground between
Interviewees G and E is Interviewee F, who
60 percent of Taiwan 's Quanzhen Taoists
were already practicing spiritual mediums
before becoming Taoists, and said that
20 percent of his own Quanzhen Taoist
students (some of whom live as monks
and nuns and attend to small temples
scattered throughout Taiwan) practice
mediumship. Interviewee F said that his
students “should be clear on what their

roles are ” and never engage in mediumship

in his video, he details how he accepts
students who were previously trained as
mediums, but generally instructs them to

abandon their ways and follow the rules of

RFCGPP®°

g\iZzB ) a

do offer

BS?J°

MPRFMBMV°2?MGQR°NP?ARGAC °JCQRP°F

cultivation end up being “meaningless.
Still, Peng offers a small olive branch to
committed mediums near the end of his
video, stating that his temple still offers
two types of teaching: that of Quanzhen
Immortal

Taoism and that of “Taoist

-D]AG?LRQF GAF°FC°AJ?PG]CQ°GQ°LMLC®
RMJB° KC° RF?R°® FC° CQRGK ?R C Q thaN N&IMiGiK pRAICEW hterestingly,
RFC° T GEBCRVG BIPC° -PRFMBMV®2?2MG QR QG

Why Should We Be Speaking with You About
Mediumistic Cultivation? ") and pointed

comments made in its 23-minute runtime

QSAF°@QJ°CL° GD°WMS° @CJIJMLE° RM° MP|

51m5SJG?LEES@ICPC° -PRFMBMV®?® 2?MGQRQ ° UFV

should we be speaking with you about mediumistic
cultivation? ”
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Taoism, and you totally disapprove
of spiritual mediums, we hope our
conversation will inspire you to give this

topic more consideration
Peng’s video is a self-conscious response
to other Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists who

utterly reject mediumship.

Interviewees offered different theories

as to why so many Taiwanese mediums
have gravitated toward Quanzhen Taoism.
Professor Hsiao Chin-ming mentioned

that quite a few mediums have a very

... ") suggest that

IFGLCQCP°/S?LXFCL°RCKNJCQ°GL°CVAF?I
cash donations, and thereby succeeded at

elevating their status in the folk religious

community after returning to Taiwan with

these numinous acquisitions. In time, he

said, many Taiwanese mediums found it

advantageous to join Quanzhen Taoism

outright, creating a controversy that

continues to simmer in the local Taoist

community. Interviewee |, an older nun

UFM° MD]JAG?RCQ®° ?° /S?LXFCL® RCKNJC
a formidable online presence based in

rural Taiwan, complained bitterly that the

QRP?GEFRDMPU?PB®° CVNJ?L MRjaityl &f theBeMndiunisfued-Taoists

paths they 've taken: they say deities
they commune with told them to join
the Quanzhen sect. Peng Chih-hsiang
suggests in his video that mediums hit

a plateau in their spiritual development

never actually received the formal training
necessary to become Taoist ritual masters,
and therefore prevent genuine Quanzhen
teachings from taking root in Taiwan by

hoodwinking laypeople with inauthentic,

RF?R° MPRFMBMV? 2?2MGQR® NP ?Alhaumarizdd x€ligidus 3ev@es? While her

them transcend. There are, of course, more

KSLB?LC® CVNJ?L?RGMLQ °

above, Interviewee C pointed out how, in
the 1980s and 1990s, numerous Taiwanese

mediums obtained antique relics from

accusations would surely meet pushback

Q °if kn€atdR I6y Mhei€C Bfended targets, they

QSD]JAC° RM° BCKMLQRP?RCORMU®° /S?LX
Taiwanization unfolds in unique ways in

each different temple.

/S?LXFCL°2?MGQR°KMLIQ°K?PAF°UGRF°?2°.0!°"?E°GL°DPMLR°MD®°3$5"°MD]AG?JQ°?R°?L°CTCLI

province in October 2023.
Credit: China Internet Information Center (

&Y5B'=+1}gP "%0&Y)
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A Monastic Tradition without Monasteries

Among interviewees, the second most

concerning aspect of Quanzhen S

Taiwanization is Taiwan 's lack of

monasteries and fully ordained monks and

Interviewees also noted that Taiwan has
no cultural memory of monastic Taoists.
Interviewees H and J both mentioned that
because members of Taiwan 's major Taoist

sects only don their robes to perform

LSLQ°RMP°]JJ°RFCK °5FGJC°/S?L KtAals| & ZadsGrQoKke or nun wearing his

has offered teachings to laypeople since its

inception and evolved in ways that made

or her topknot and religious garb on the

streets might attract strange looks, in

PMMK® DMP° LML KML?QRGA?° PG Rt8rk Xonwest] Aith 2heRr@spect generally

in late imperial China, this paper 's
interviewees were all in agreement that

Quanzhen is at its core a monastic religious

movement, and that Taiwan 's failure
to replicate this aspect of Quanzhen 's
organization constitutes a major weak

point in the religion ’s transmission to their
country. Interviewees suggested a number
of reasons why monastic Quanzhen
Taoism has little appeal in Taiwan, despite
the country being home to thousands
of Buddhist monks and nuns, many of

whom live in palatial monastic centers

afforded to Buddhists. The newness of

monastic Taoism in Taiwan means that

there is no tradition of making donations

to provide food and shelter for mendicant

Quanzhen monks and nuns, which forces

RFCK °?Q°' LRCPTGCUCC " @BWNRGLCB °|
the transactional approach of Zhengyi and

other local lineages, rather than hope to

be supported by the sorts of people who

support Buddhist temples. None of the
GLRCPTGCUCCQ®°® CVNPCQQCB®° KSAF° M
about the local culture becoming more

supportive of a Quanzhen monastic

UFMQCP° EP?LBCSP° QSEECQRQ®° ?ecomammityr Ewaty intkrviewee who formally

of donations. Several interviewees pointed
out that Buddhism ’s comparatively large
monastic population notwithstanding, it
too has struggled to attract new monks
and nuns in recent years, a symptom

of Taiwan 's increasing secularization,

younger generations access to an ever-

increasing variety of religious and spiritual
paths, as well as the plummeting of the

country s birth rate since the 1980s.  **

52 minterviewees ' comments about Buddhism

teaches Quanzhen liturgy acknowledged
that most of their disciples live with
their families and have no intention of
becoming monks or nuns. Interviewee D
even changed the time of her temple
morning services from 4 or 5 AM (standard
times at Chinese Quanzhen monasteries)
to 9 AM, so that her disciples who follow
their families ’ schedules can actually make
it to the temple. Even Interviewee F, who
boasts the greatest number of disciples
in Taiwan and is able to provide simple
monastic quarters on his plot of land in the
countryside, only claimed to have three
followers who have actually become monks

or nuns. Their stories illustrate how hard

?PC° ?LCABNR®RIBGIW® ?T?GJ?@JC° QR?RGRRPCRAQ® DIMRFEML?QRGAGQK?° RM?° CVCPR

Buddhist monastic population in Taiwan are more
than thirty years old.

pull than secular life. One of Interviewee
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F's disciples, a woman in her 60s who has community in Taiwan allowed to develop
@CCLOP?°LSL°DMPO]TC°WC?PQ °U 71ds RgeBt8ibrRoGtwd @avbRIiEVes it could
of her parents passed away before taking produce such a sage. And yet, despite
vows; another, a man in his early 30s, his optimism, Interviewee H was involved
relinquished his vows and returned to lay with a collaborative attempt to build a
life during the course of this research. Quanzhen monastery in central Taiwan

that fell apart in the early 2020s, before
'LRCPTGCUCCQ®°® CVNPCQQCB?® gund coBIe Iz=Rovtken M & collectively
?LVGCRGCQ® ?@MSR° UF?R° R FpGrehas&diptceMobland? All signs seem to

monastic establishment in Taiwan means point to the religion continuing to develop
for Quanzhen Taoism ’s future there. as a primarily non-monastic movement for
Interviewee F stated that rituals are less the foreseeable future in Taiwan.

effective when they are performed by lay

Taoists instead of by monks and nuns, Quanzhen-lite

because the spiritual potency of rituals is °]L?J°GRCK° MD° LMRC° GL°RFC®°2?2GU?
BGPCARJIJW° NPMNMPRGML?RC?® R Mf° QiErzIeeR isMfoupdl Gr? keRept efforts

adherence to monastic precepts. by a small number of Taoists to teach

Interviewee C reported that he traveled to in a way that will attract young, urban

China to formally become a monk because professionals who have no interest in

he came to feel that Quanzhen Taoists learning to perform religious ceremonies

who have not taken monastic vows are (much less join the monastic fold), but

“fake.” Interviewee H is an older monk may be curious about Taoist approaches

who has no disciples of his own but is to meditation, philosophy, and self-care

perhaps Taiwan ’'s most active Quanzhen that can be integrated into their busy lives.

2?MGQR° LCRUNM®PIEFPQ° BCTMR C BteriRdwbe? C and K, both of whom are in

decades of his life to attempting to forge their thirties, have made forays into this

links between Taiwanese and Chinese area, encouraged along by Interviewee

Taoist communities, as well as between H, the tireless networker in the older

disparate Quanzhen groups within Taiwan. generation. In our interview, H stressed

He emphasizes that all of the spiritually that other Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists

realized and culturally significant DMASQ°ML°PGRS®IIBCUHCWRORF?R°LM®°
Quanzhen Taoist masters in ancient longer appeal to younger generations. ”

times derived their greatness from the He went on to say that Quanzhen will

crucible of ascetic practice. A man with D?GJ°RM°CVN?LB°GL?°2?GU?L°SLIJCQQ°®°
grand plans, Interviewee H holds that the local Buddhist groups that offer “lifestyle
/IS?LXFCL°QCARCLCCBQ°RM® G LA $e@hirRgE @ 26 fhe &rydie is not uncommon

capable of triggering a Taoist renaissance RMC°]LB°K?HMP°2?2GU?LCQC®° $SBBFGQR?®°|
that will rescue the religion from its outreach centers offering courses and

centuries-long decline in China and spread JCARSPCQ°MLO°RC?°ACPCKMLW °"MUCP°?

it to the wider world. Were a monastic yoga, jogging, art, environmentalism,
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and even Taoist approaches to self-care

acknowledged as such). For his part,

Interviewee K seems to have proven both

Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists’ views
on the “Taiwan question”

The lion’s share of this paper

RFC° TG?@GJIJGRW? ?LB° NPM]R? @BentcRees iNsidted)iBat Haoksts® should

approach < he offers weekly two-hour

classes on a variety of Taoism-related

topics in a major city, charging the

stay aloof of politics, but many of them
revealed strong political leanings in subtle

and overt (and sometimes quite humorous)

COSGT?JCLR°MD°?NNPMVGK?R C Way3. Ir°ed Ef@BtNbIIGidPaliciting guarded

per class, a not insubstantial sum for
young Taiwanese strivers. It is still too early
to say whether or not others will follow in
C and K’s footsteps, but if they do, this
will represent an even further break from
Quanzhen ’'s traditional structures, and
likely continue the trend towards highly

individualized interpretations of what it

means to follow this religion. Interestingly,

the results of C and K s efforts may even

end up resembling a 21st-century version
of the non-monastic, non-religious
Taiwanese Taoist organizations discussed

earlier in this paper.

or scripted responses to questions about
sensitive topics, in all but one instance

| refrained from asking direct questions

?@MSR°NMIGRGAQ®°SLICQQ°?L°GLRCP’

steered the conversation in that direction.
It is impossible to know how candid
interviewees were being when they offered
glimpses of their political inclinations
(the simple fact that it was an American
conducting the interviews could have
been enough to prompt a certain type of
dialogue), much less predict how opinions
held in peacetime might change if the PRC
ever attacks or blockades Taiwan. Even so,

it is fair to say that none of the Taoists who

Monks studying at the Guangdong Taoist Academy line up for military

training in September 2023.
Credit: China Internet Information Center (

&¥5B'=+1}aP "%.&¥E)
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QNMIC°RM°0CJIJGEGMQAMNCE® CV N RtergeyweeB A M2 phoRgddHetl in late
for the PRC 's government, the United Front, 2023 with William Lai, then Vice President
or even the Chinese Taoist Association. of Taiwan, as he made a campaign stop at

her temple. President Lai is deeply loathed

Interviewee A makes for an interesting by the Chinese government, which refers
study of a Taiwanese Taoist who appears to him as a “splittist ” and “secessionist. ”
GL° NS@JGA° UGRF° NMJGRGA? XCTEIRCITT UM BQY QR®RR GA EGloBaF C °©
managing to maintain what might be Times, one of the CCP ’'s most bellicose
called “strategic ambiguity. ” As described English-language mouthpieces, declared
above, in the late 2010s she appeared in 2024 that *“Lai’s separatist provocations
in video taken at a Taoist event in China are the root cause of turmoil and instability
where she thanked the NRAA and UFWD in the Taiwan Straits, and this threatens
ML°® QR?EC®° @CDMPC®° CVF M P Rii€aktér °foRtReCfeople ©f Taiwan ”** and
cadres in attendance to study the Tao Te “if Lai insists on making irresponsible
Ching x ° QSNNMQCBJW®° @ CA?SQC °sdeessiofict Lnb@E, HSrcing the mainland
wanted them to. One might infer that to resolve the question by force, the
Interviewee A ’s cordial public interactions [People 's Liberation Army] is always

with CCP functionaries indicate tacit
approval of the PRC ’'s designs on Taiwan,

were it not for a confounding factor
?PESGLE® GL® RFC® CV?AR® MNN MQ RS finfdsCHdp £ & Mdvocation.

+ML?QRGA°2?MGQRQ°ML°+MSLR°5SB?LE°GL°&S@CG°NPMTGLACC°IJGLCO°SN°DMP°?°"?2E P?GQGlI
in Taoist temples in the PRC following the UFWD ’s 2018 restructuring.
Credit: China Internet Information Center ( &¥5B'=¢i}gP "% &¥E)
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ready. "> Interviewee A 's public mingling without realizing that his speech could also
with representatives of the UFWD as well be interpreted as saying that Taiwan is an
as President Lai, a self-described “political independent entity on equal footing with

» 55

worker for Taiwanese independence, China, or that China belongs to Taiwan.

illustrates how allegiances cannot During our conversation, Interviewee K also
PCDJCVGTCJIW® @C° PC?B° GpoRtetldu2itathe Thir@se government 's
Quanzhen Taoists ' interactions with investment in the Quanzhen sect emanates
political players. DPMK®° GRQ° ?LVGCRGCQ ° PCA"CARGLE?®
awareness that less otherworldly forms
Interviewee K ’s divulgences drive home the of Taoism are harder to control and have
above point. | was careful not to ask this historically been involved in efforts to
informant any political questions because overthrow various imperial dynasties. The
he appeared on stage as the  “Taiwanese I, °FC°FMJBQ °GQ°OSGRC°RCPPG]CB°M
representative ” at a politically charged movements that cannot be cloistered and
meeting for Taiwanese Taoists held in monitored. He ended our conversation
China in the early 2020s, and | wanted to by saying, “the Taoism | 've come into
avoid putting him on the defensive. To contact with belongs to the world; it 's
my surprise, Interviewee K spontaneously not ‘Chinese Taoism. ™ Describing his
began discussing the event, which was vision for Taiwan ’s role in Taoism ’s
MPE?LGXCB® @W° JMA?J° MD]A C QfetuveDdevRIBpDfers, $ie" €ompared Taiwan
and featured cadres ' speeches laden to Penglai, the island of Taoist legend
with baroque anti-Taiwan independence inhabited by sages and immortals. “The
rhetoric. He laughed as he recalled his spirit of Penglai is one of crossing oceans,
own speech, which used Taoist philosophy which is a metaphor for transcending
to qguilefully push back against calls limits, ” he said. “In this spirit, might we

DMP° 2?7&U?RLLCV?RGML® @W?° !Be&dbeeto@stalslish a Taoism that belongs

’

describing the two countries as yin and to the entire ‘ocean,’ so to speak, and not
W?LE°GLCVRPGA?@JW° JGLICB® FhiplyCThiMD® RFC°

same whole, sure, but distinct and separate

nonetheless. Interviewee K portrayed Interviewee K ’s use of the yin-yang to
the cadres who listened to his speech as describe Taiwan and China ’s relationship
somewhat dimwitted, relating how they reflects a tension underlying many
slapped him on the back and complimented Taiwanese Taoists ' sense of self-identity.
him for brilliantly using Taoist thought to According to a 2023 survey conducted
demonstrate that Taiwan belongs to China, by the Pew Research Center, “While the

Chinese government views Taiwan as a
breakaway province, only 3% of people in

Taiwan think of themselves as primarily
54 mYang and Liu, “Taiwan People Call for Peace as . . .
1CACQQGMLGQRO*?GORMO$MRK?JJW02?|COCB|pg§e. Nearly three-in-ten (28%) think
o ) ] of themselves as both Taiwanese and
55 mTaipei Times with Central News Agency, “Lai
#VNJ?GLQ° NNPM?AF°RM°ABCNCLBCLAC Chinese, but the largest share by far (67%)
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see themselves as primarily Taiwanese.
Religioscope did not ask interviewees
about their senses of national identity, but
many of them alternated between referring
to themselves as Taiwanese or Chinese
in conversation. | spoke with Interviewee
H days after he returned from a trip to

China to try and establish links between

between the two countries as something

of a Taoist missionary.  “There’s a ‘cultural

China’ and a ‘political China. ' Recognizing

the validity of the former does not imply

”

pursuing the latter. He then pointed out
how absurd it would look in the eyes of
the world for the UK to start demanding

dominion over the US or Singapore on the

non-Quanzhen temples dedicated to an basis of their colonial histories.

important Taoist deity that can be found

all over Taiwan and parts of southern Another take on Taiwan and China
China, during which time he attended relationship came from Interviewee L, who
LSKCPM@®MQQ QRP?GR°ASJRA P a8 @Madh§ the B€nheration of Taoists that
events with heavy UFWD presence, where began visiting the PRC immediately after
attendees cannot avoid hearing speeches the end of martial law in Taiwan. Though
DGJJCB®°® UGRF° NPM ?LLCV?RG MHe® s@ MrGaih@indN kiesk Qvith China '
'LRCPTGCUCCP?°&°QGEFCB®°?Q°FCQuankthérr GantBifily Mad® was recently

he has come to view Taiwan and China 's invited to participate in a ceremony in

relationship after twenty years of bouncing Shanghai, she was also among the more
cynical interviewees in terms of her
assessment of many Taoist temples in the
PRC, which she believes have become little

, , more than businesses employing people
56 mHuang and Starr, “Most People in Taiwan See

Themselves as Primarily Taiwanese. to wear the costumes of monks and nuns
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and sell tickets and trinkets to tourists.
During the formal part of our conversation,
Interviewee L, who has a small number of
lay and monastic disciples in a rural part

of central Taiwan, adopted a teacherly

RF?R°® NPMJMLECB® CVNMQSPC®°® RM°® EMT

propaganda during repeated visits to China
has not created an army of Taiwanese
Quanzhen Taoists who return home and

parrot United Front talking points.

tone and told me that Taoists should
refrain from so much as having opinions
about politics. Later, however, after |
put my notebook away and her students
gathered for lunch and tea, the atmosphere
suddenly lightened. Interviewee L
launched into a freewheeling discussion of
NMIGRGAQ°RF?R°PC?AFCB°GRQ°AJGK?VPUFCL?°QFC®
laughingly sang the praises of President
Lai’s proclamation at the ROC National
Day celebrations on 1 October 2024
that “it is absolutely impossible for the
People 's Republic of China to become the

motherland of the Republic of China S
people. On the contrary, the Republic of
China may be the motherland of the people

of the People 's Republic of China who are

» 57

[only] 75 years old.

It seems improbable that the words quoted

above would have spilled from the mouths

of people whose adventures in China

convinced them that Taiwan would be

better off under the PRC ’s control. Despite

this, this paper by no means concludes

that no Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists fall

GLRM° @FOW® SLG]ARREMN °LMP° RF?R®°

those who are ambivalent about China S
irredentism would join resistance efforts
UCPC°RFCP°.0!°RM°?RRCKNR°RM®?LLCV?2?2GU?L °

What can be determined, however, is

57 mGuardian, “Communist China Not the Motherland,
Says Taiwan’s President, Because Our Republic is
Older.”



Chi Nan Temple ( Kx/'B>h °UFGAF°GQ°JMMQCJWP°?D]JG?RCB°UGRF?®°
Quanzhen Taoism, seen beneath the iconic Taipei 101

skyscraper from the hills of Muzha District.

Credit: Awoisoak Kaosiowa, licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0
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Ready to mobilize?

For years the CCP has openly taken
advantage of a small number of Taiwanese
citizens ’ enthusiasm for Quanzhen Taoism,
corralling religious pilgrims from across
the strait into meetings and ceremonies
serving up heavy doses of ideology meant
to convert these “Taiwanese compatriots
to its cause. According to several people
who spoke to Religioscope for this paper,
the CCP has also used these interactions as
an opportunity to lure Taiwanese visitors
closer into its orbit by offering a variety of
enticements. On condition of anonymity,
a Taiwanese academic who occasionally
participates in cross-strait religious fora
told Religioscope that reimbursed round-
trip plane tickets, free accommodation,
travel, and dining within China, as well as

“travel stipends ranging from thousands
to tens of thousands of Chinese yuan are
the norm for the more politicized events,
with perks on the higher end reserved for
Taiwanese visitors the UFWD considers
especially useful. *® That -cross-strait
Quanzhen Taoist dialogues are important

enough to be featured on United Front s

own website may give the impression that
it believes these efforts are paying off. >
However, it is worth questioning whether

the Chinese government 's eagerness to

58 mPolitical scientist Kuei-Min Chang echoes this

EJM?R°® 2@MSR° GLASCLAC° MNCP?RGML
propaganda actually means that those

operations are succeeding. Addressing

Michael

“With China, things aren 't

American readers, The Atlantic’s
Schuman wrote,
always what they seem. Many apparent

IFGLCQC®° QRECGERBBGLE® CBSA?RGML
K?LSD?ARSPGLE ° ?LB° ROCRERMIMEW?®
quite as strong as many Americans

believe ... something policy-makers and
pundits in Washington should keep in

mind as they fret over Beijing s ostensibly

growing might. %

In the spirit of this

advice, this section focuses on two factors

mitigating the likelihood of Taiwanese

Quanzhen Taoism becoming a tool of the

3$5" °2FC°]PQR°GQ°RF?R°GLRPGLQGA®
features of  “Taiwanized ” Quanzhen

Taoism may make it largely immune to the

BLGRCB®? $PNVMAIRRCKNRQ® RM°® GLASCLAC?®
religion, and the second is that the Chinese

government may not actually be making

concerted efforts to control or pervasively

GLASCLACP°/S?KXRCGU?LCQC°DMJIIMUCP (

'R°GQ°BGD]ASIJR°RM°MTCPQR?RC°HSQR®
Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoism is from
the institutionalized version of the sect
superintended by the National Religious
Affairs Administration in China. Signaling
just how stricty the NRAA monitors
Chinese Taoists, in early 2023 it unveiled
“the Buddhist and Taoist Clerical Personnel
» 61

Information Query System.
China Dailly © RFC®° x@? "?EQFGN?®°

According

to the

JESPC ° UPGRGILE™®IIRE?TCI®° QRSB NRFIPFQ

function of which is more akin to ‘payments for
service, ' sometimes reach to hundreds of thousand
Taiwan dollars. ” (Chang, “Deconstructing the China
Factor, ” 129; the original, translated by the author of
this paper, reads, *“ 0lc@y'\Z “e zk=7 R?*UPyyV .a"e z09
RdQ 8uz'0,/” fiCd @ ).

59 mUnited Front Work Department of the CPC Central
Committee, “Welcome Home! ”

60 m Schuman, “Don’t Believe the China Hype.

61 mNational Religious Affairs Administration,
“Religious Worker Information Query.
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state-run English-language newspaper, are branded as ‘fake’ clergy. The CCP can
the query system holds “information on also further control monks and priests by
religious personnel, including their legal threatening them with being removed from
name, gender, photo, religious title, sect the database. "%

and registration number, " “provides

an authoritative and credible channel lllustrating how much freedom Taiwanese
for the public to verify the identity of Quanzhen Taoists enjoy relative to their
religious personnel, ” and “will help the PRC counterparts, such a database would

O9MD]AG?J° PCIJGEGMSQ;° ?QQMAIR? Rpdddib@® td GBtabis Ki? Taiwan.

their statutory duties, strengthen the The Taiwanese government does not

management of Buddhist and Taoist F?TC° ?2L° MD]JAC®°® RF?R° AJMQCJW®° KMLG
religious personnel, and improve their supervises religious organizations. The

self-restraint. "% While the query system guarantee of religious freedom in the
MQRCLQG@JW° CVGQRQ° RM® FC JNSUhfG's Can&lituioB RsGrakenL §fiously,

avoid giving donations to conmen posing barriers to establishing temples and

as Buddhists or Taoists, He Yuyan of Bitter ?7QQMAG?RGMLQ®° ?PC° CVRPCKCJW®° UM

Winter writes, “The new system, however, are not required to register with the
has ulterior aims ... Those [monks and EMTCPLKCLR © ?LB°® RFCPC° CVGQRQ®° L
nuns] who refuse to join the associations BC]JLGRGML® MD° UF?R° AGCARNGRRSRCQP®° ?
and operate independently, including in “fake ” Taoist. At the same time, there are
the ‘gray market ’ of unregistered temples, no widely recognized formal associations
62 mYang, “Public Database to Help Verify Accredited 63 mHe, “The ‘Buddhist and Taoist Clergy Database,
Monks. ” Another CCP Imposture. " m
Taken on Mount Mao in Jiangsu province on 9 September 2023, this photo 's caption reads “The World Federation

of Taoism 's Founding Meeting ’'s Group Photo. ” As Interviewee G pointed out, no Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoist
monks or nuns were invited to participate in this meeting.
Source: World Federation of Taoism, Chinese Taoist Association
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in the Taiwanese Quanzhen community. for them to try to bring their Taiwanese
Instead of belonging to a centralized disciples closer together. This is not
organization or even an informal hierarchy, the only way China ’'s vast geography
GLA"SCLACQ®° /S?LXFCL® 2?MGQK? GL° 2?1
GLBCNCLBCLR® MP° CJQC® GLDM PieealidaV th&D lehGER @B play regional

with a small number of friendly temples,

most Quanzhen temples are either fully

versions of the sect s liturgical music and
with which they occasionally collaborate chants, many of Taiwan ’s clergy have no
to perform large ceremonies. This means way of joining together to conduct rituals.
that there is no institution that can Furthermore, showing how little cohesion
confer or revoke religious legitimacy via there is in this community, even among
ACPRG]JA?RCQ°MP°PMQRCPQ °KStAdse JwHQ Qdic® BdamL Aithflar liturgies,

or undermine individual Taoists careers clashes of personalities and divergent
@QWPCEP?LRGLE°MP°BCLWGLE®?AA@aQ dR MRJL 2onstiiu@s®

publicity, real estate, or other forms of

“authentic
Quanzhen Taoism can lead to permanent
rifts between individual Taoists as well as

RM° RFMPMSEFJW® GL]JRP?RC®° MR CERR?@®AGQAMD?PRRSBCLRQ °-LC°QSAT

support. Even if the United Front were

association of Quanzhen Taoists in Taiwan,
it would have little to no leverage over any
monks, nuns, and laypeople who rejected

its agenda.

Additionally, as many of the interviewees
statements quoted throughout this
paper suggest, the Taiwanese Quanzhen

community is both fractured and

brought to the fore when an interviewee
mentioned the name of another Taoist
trained in the same Sichuanese liturgical
style as he was, only to bellow that he does
not interact with the other monk because

“he does not engage in honest work.

Notably, it is not only Taiwanese Quanzhen

Taoists and their Chinese religious

fractious. Due to the community 's small preceptors who have shied away from

size, most Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists ?RRCKNRGLE°® RM° APC?RC®°?°SLG]CB °,

are aware of each other 's temples, yet community in Taiwan. With their stated

few of them actually share close links
in terms of the lineages of spiritual
transmission they joined in China. The
interviewees who spoke to Religioscope
for this paper received their religious
education in provinces scattered all over
the PRC, including Fujian, Hubei, Liaoning,
Shandong, Sichuan, and Zhejiang. As a
result of this geographic disparity, the
Chinese monks and nuns who initiated
these Taiwanese believers into Quanzhen

Taoism may not have even heard of one

goal of fashioning Taoism into a tool that
will help the PRC government pursue its
political agendas at home and abroad, it
seems logical that the UFWD and the CTA

UMSJIJB°QR?LB°RM°@CLC]R°@W°GLTCQR

creation of a well-organized community
of Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists. Such a
community, one might reason, would be far
easier to mobilize as a surrogate voice for
the CCP than the current hodgepodge of
autonomous Quanzhen temples operating

independently of one another. However,

?LMRFCP ° K?IGLE® GR° LCVR®° RREligiGIsdpd Qe @cté>8 no evidence



The iconic Grand Taipei Hotel.
Credit: Michael Rehfeldt, licensed under CC BY 2.0

or anecdotes suggesting that arms of
the Chinese government have pursued

such a goal. Quite the opposite, multiple

GLRCPTGCUCCQ® QAMDDCRB?®

questions about how the Chinese side
might be investing in the Quanzhen sect in
Taiwan. It seems unlikely that these were

calculated answers meant to obscure the

waste of time comprising an endless
series of “pointless banquets, photo-

ops, and speeches ” that have done

C Vrio@iNgCte adrually proote e religion 's

development in Taiwan. When asked if
FC° CVNCARCB®? RFC®°® IFGLCQC®°® EMTCF
would ever contribute money to assisting

Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoism, his answer

AMU° MD° IlFGLCQC® DSLBGLE®° MPWa& arQdrnphate R Gnd.L. ReSponding to the

support into the hands of Taiwanese
Quanzhen Taoists, as the interviewees
clearly felt that they were being deprived,
and seemed willing to accept donations if

they were actually offered.

Most vocal on these issues was
Interviewee H, who called three decades

of government-sponsored cross-strait

same question, not only did Interviewee D
offer a similar reply, she then elaborated
by complaining that even today members
of the CTA still view Taiwanese Taoists as
people to be solicited for donations, not
to be given them. Interviewee J reacted
with incredulity to the notion of Taiwanese
Quanzhen Taoists receiving funding from

China, replying tersely, “Why the heck

2?MGQR° CVAF?LECQ®@GILAMEK RS 1 C®RGUAd they support us? " Similar reactions
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arose to questions about the fact of there audience of hundreds, was sponsored by
being no Taiwanese Quanzhen monks or the Taiwan Province Taoist Association ( fi
nuns invited to participate in the founding b“nez¥OtR32, an organization that includes
of the World Federation of Taoism in 2023. members of several Quanzhen-adjacent
Regarding this snub, Interviewee G mused, Taoist temples (meaning that although

@MSC°9RFC°.0!';°QM°QRPMLEJW?° Bty Gae° RIddgy? wh& férmally joined
our country, and yet you totally lack any Quanzhen lineages in China, the temples
understanding of us, it ’'s bizarre. " As for QRGJJI°PCK?GL°NPGK?PGJIJW®°?D]JG?RCB

why the Chinese government does not forms of Taoism or folk religion) as well as
even try to organize Taiwanese Quanzhen the Tzu-Hui Society. * The ceremony was
Taoists, Interviewee E offered a plausible loaded with symbolism, beginning with the

CVNI?L?R@WICH®° @C° GLA?N?@ défsiontd Rold it in the Grand Hotel Taipei.

demanding that we do anything for them. Established under Chiang Kai-shek s
After all, Taiwan is just too free. " In the direction in 1952, this hotel has hosted
following pages, we will turn to political countless foreign heads of state including
science research in search of a framework several US presidents, thereby becoming
that allows us to make sense of the an icon of Taiwan ’'s engagement with
seeming lack of a coherent strategy in the international power brokers. The event was
UFWD's targeting of Taiwanese religions. kicked off by the performance of a song

entitted “The Two Sides of the Strait are a

Shifting Sands Single Family " performed by Peng Li ( E'u(),
#TGBCLAC°CVGQRQ®°QSEECQRGL E “TRimaRERINGEr 3vihd " ook her career

may previously have intended to take a to China in the 2010s. The song s title and

more hands-on approach to Quanzhen chorus are based verbatim on the name of

Taoism within Taiwan 's borders. On a United Front propaganda campaign with a

YouTube there is a nearly two-hour-long FGEF°CLMSEF°NPM]JCRFPEBE GTARUPAL®
video with the grandiloquent title “The of Justice Investigation Bureau hosts a

+?ELG]ACLRJW?® PP?LECBC®°-NCLG LpaperCaBaliKitvoh \Wéir website.  *° Keynote
for The Ninth ‘Both Sides of the Taiwan speeches were delivered by local Taoist
1RP?GR° 2?M° ISJRSPC®° #VAF?LEC®° $MPSK

Hosted by the Taiwan Province Taoist

Association on 6 August 2017 at the Grand

n 64

Hotel Taipei. This event, which had an _ , _ o
65 m See Taiwan Province Taoist Association,
$?AC@MMI°® NPM]JC® JGLI°GL° @G@JIJGMEP?NFW ©°
attempted to contact this organization via Facebook
direct message and email but received no response.
66 mLiu and Tang, “The Effect of Mainland China 's
United Front Propaganda  ‘Both Sides as a Family. ™
64 mTaiwan Province Taoist Association, “The For a vivid description of how Taiwanese United Front
+?ELG]JACLRJIJW®? PP?LECB®°-NCLGLE? !CP C#oM Ltaxgetd sr® ha@fb@rtled with this propaganda
Ninth ‘Both Sides of the Taiwan Strait Tao Culture tagline while being wined and dined in China, see
#VAF?LEC®° $MRIWQRCB°® @W° RFC° 2?GU?LOCBMOGCAT°&MU°6G°(GLNGLE°#VNIJMGRQ°0CJGEG
Taoist Association on 6 August 2017 at the Grand to Undermine Taiwan ’'s Democracy (in bibliography),

Hotel Taipei. ” 00:13:20-00:14:25.
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figures; three Kuomintang politicians
(Wang Jin-pyng
Taiwan 's Legislative Yuan until 2016, Tseng
Yung-chuan RN[*YZ, Secretary-General of
the KMT until 2014, and Lin Join-sane

hlij,C, , a member of

RZ2) declared that the forum was a United
Front activity and blocked it from going
forward. * Indeed, in September 2020 the
Mainland Affairs Council formally declared
that all “Both Sides of the Taiwan Strait

&¥UE ° AF?GPK?L° MD°® RFC®°® 1RP?GIRo@R° #kAHRRdeEsEe platforms for the

Foundation, the Taiwanese government

United Front orchestrated by the Chinese

BC° D?ARM? PCNPCQCLR?RGTCE® NCOmmdist@ardy, i@ as for years used

until 2016); Zhang Jintao (

Duj,a ), then

them both to offer enticements and sow

FC?B° MD° RFC®° (G?LEVG® .PMT €kdsOPdidisiavi (d QaiWan in pursuit of its

Association in China, who can be seen
being escorted to the stage by bodyguards
at minute 00:22:00 in the video; and Zhang
Fuging ( Dur-HO), then the acting vice mayor

of the Yingtan municipality in China

(G?LEVG® NPMTGLAC ° UFCPC®

Mountain, an important Taoist religious and

administrative center, is located.

The presence of a Chinese politician
and the head of a provincial branch of
the Chinese Taoist Association at the

2017 event are not the only signs of a

‘One China ' political ambitions. It also uses
these fora to issue propaganda about the
fruits of United Front work and to criticize

and harm Taiwanese society. "%

TRa? Radti2012 @dkainkehts of these fora
have all taken place in China indicates a
setback for the UFWD ’s involvement in
the Taiwanese Taoist community, but the
prohibition of these activities on Taiwanese
soil under back-to-back Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) administrations

could be rescinded should China-friendly

FGEF° JCTCJ°® MD° 3$5"° (LK MBEPCKpOIlitieaP forces return to power in Taipei.

importantly, this annual series of meetings
has bounced back and forth between
locales in Taiwan and southern China since

its inception, marking it as a part of the

Nevertheless, it is unclear whether or
not the United Front and its Taiwanese
fellow travelers would attempt to replicate

the 2017 forum ’'s ostentatiousness. The

IFGLCQC°EMTCRREKMLR RCPK®°GL"igterkehiGP years have seen Taiwanese

strategy. But what is equally notable is

how only one post-2017

“Both Sides of

citizenry 's credulity regarding PRC

RFC° 2?GU?L° 1RP?GR®°® 2?M° ISJRSPC®° #VAF?LEC?®
$MPIK °RFC° AMKN?P?RGTCJW® KSRCB?®° 0
E?RFCPRCURQ°FCJIB°GL?°2?GU?L ° AAMPBGLE?®°

to PRC media, the November 2020 forum
was originally scheduled to be held in

Taipei, but was compelled to become a

67 mStrait Herald Agency, “The Both Sides of the
2?7GU?L° 1RP?GR° 2?M° ISJRSPC®° #VAF?LEC®° $SMP Sk
Cancelled Due to United Front Accusations.

68 m+?GLJ?LB° DD?GPQ°@WISLAGLICP® ML° RFC®°
Chinese Communist Party ’s ‘Both Sides of the Taiwan

TGBCMAMLDCPCLAC°@?QCB?°GL° (St EoRYV BPHcsP' M Guitdabave, translated by

because Taiwan 's Republic of China
&¥t [W5\8P0O7:=12

Mainland Affairs Council (

the author of this paper, reads,  “ &¥5\, k4-U&°ce5&08D6
?)fizjd C,fi69Z Cf(u<«OkKK] .[K O /0- .Efib“69'AZ",& y&g

&¥ zO_\[nam,69&6? >R*Az;J N}(rliSS69&>Ji-<*E>sfib“r"
Rz67
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promises of a “one country, two systems
approach to governing them be shattered
by the crushing of democracy and civil
society in nearby Hong Kong. The Chinese
government 's obfuscations surrounding
COVID's origins and the deleterious effects
of its harsh zero-COVID policies are well

known in Taiwan, and as China

CLEGLC°QNSRRCPQ°RFC°GBC?°

would create an economic miracle for
Taiwanese people loses its persuasiveness.
At the same time, China has steadily
turned up the pressure its air force, navy,
and maritime militia place on Taiwan,
and homegrown organizations such as
the Forward Alliance and Kuma Academy
(founded in 2020 and 2021, respectively)
have emerged to increase awareness
about the threat of an attack on Taiwan

and to train civilians in wartime disaster

response. Indicative of how charged of an

'S economic

Failure is Success

Two Taiwanese political scientists offer
helpful lenses through which to view the
limitations of the United Front 's strategies
for influencing Taiwanese Quanzhen
Taoists. Professor Kuei-Min Chang (  Du"\

8e) of the Department of Political Science

at National Taiwan University documents

BRE LRiRed@ LAr@V ?R @hility °to  adjust its

methods for drawing Taiwanese Taoists

GLRM®? IKRZPLDMJIB ° 'L° MLC°® CV?KNJC®° Q
discusses, Taiwanese Zhengyi Taoists who

began traveling to Dragon Tiger Mountain

GL® (G?LEVG® NPMTGLAC®? GL° ° RM?®°

official religious certifications called

“registers (lu x~) quickly noticed that
the registers could be bought by anybody
who could afford them, regardless of

whether or not they possessed Zhengyi
2?MGQR°@ML?°]IBCQ °2FGQ°M@QCPT?RC

stripped the registers of their symbolic

GQQSC°IFGLCQC®?° GLASCLAC® MN @ddhR ddinceQtf/iEyTTaitvanese Taoists

become, a YouTuber and a rapper
minute video about United Front efforts
to compromise Taiwanese musicians was
viewed more than 3 million times within a
month of its release in December 2024.

All of this is to say that perceptions of
the Chinese government have changed
dramatically in Taiwan since 2017. In
future, were another PRC politician invited
to address a crowd of Taoists at the Grand

Hotel Taipei, the optics would be very

different.

's forty-

69

from traveling to China to acquire them

and diminishing Dragon Tiger Mountain s

usefulness as a bridge between Taiwan

?LB° IFGL? © &MUCTCP ©° 12 ° MD]AG?JQ°®°

soon made aware of the registers

poor reputation by their Taiwanese
collaborators, and by 2019 the registers
could only be obtained in ceremonies
conducted in strict adherence with the

Zhengyi sect 's precepts, a change that

both increased the registers sacred value
and advanced the UFWD s interests. " In

an interview with Religioscope, Professor

69 M$SLO2APGLRQ°3LGRCB2$SPMLR#VNMQ CB70 mChang, “Deconstructing the China Factor, " 132.
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Chang emphasized that the United Front 'S

past clumsiness with Taiwan ’'s Quanzhen

thrown under a harsh spotlight by pro-

independence politicians, activists, and

2?MGQRQ°BMCQ° LMR® NP BR A R Cafemativ® Bd&ia he&Sonalities in Taiwan.

Chinese side has proven itself capable of

strategic adaptation.

However, according to Wang and Chen S
understanding of United Front work, even

were this publicity to result in protests or

'LBF?NGLE°?LB°#VN?LBGLE°RF CdRrigh) Qant&I&iadis & °the hypothetical

Authoritarian Public Sphere: The CCP s
Religious United Front Work [on] Taiwan, ”
Professor Ray Wang ( hl- ) of the Graduate
Institute of East Asian Studies at National
Chengchi

scholar Yu-Chiao Chen ( ©+>W2¥ show

University and independent
that there can be actual cunning hidden
beneath the seeming inelegance of many
of the United Front ’s efforts. If we return
to the question of what might happen if
China attempted to replicate an event like

the ninth “Both Sides of the Taiwan Strait

2?MP°ISJRSPC°#VAF?IAEGEL SRIPGXKL €& Pparanoid narrative that

future, it is not hard to imagine it being

event, not only would that not count as

a loss, it might even work in the UFWD '’s
favor. Because the United Front ’s remit
includes internal efforts targeting China 's

MUL® AGRGXCLPW®? ?2Q°UCJJ®? ?Q° CVRCPI
aimed at foreign societies, when its

@VNMPRQRGJI °RFCW°?PC°QGKNJWC°PCN?
?Q@WKNMPR@MP? CV?KNJC © UFCLCTCF
efforts to draw Hong Kong or Taiwanese

citizens closer to Beijing generate public

backlash, China turns this backlash into

internal propaganda used to promote
“interference

from foreign powers is the root cause of

Secretary general of the Taiwan Province Taoist Association Chang Chao-heng is received by CTA chairman Li

Guangfu in China in January 2023. The watermark on the photo
&¥5B'=+1}agP "%.&¥Ef)

Source: China Internet Information Center (

's lower right is the CTA ’s logo.
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all anti-PRC sentiment in Hong Kong and for why it has not yet attacked Taiwan, in
Taiwan, in addition to being a threat to spite of decades of hawkish propaganda
China generally. " and military buildup. According to Wang,
such events send the message that war
Counterintuitively, Wang and Chen is not necessary because the CCP is
assert that the United Front may even slowly but surely succeeding at its goal of
intentionally trigger governmental or civil ?AFGCT@LE?ACDSJI® PCSLB|2APRG ML
society backlash in Taiwan with clumsy PCIGEGMSQ®° CVAF?LECQ®°® RF?R° QCCK? |
@VNMPRNCP?RGMLQ® RF?R®° ?P C9® the GTeqist Borrnwinity can  actually
fail spectacularly enough that they trigger serve as valves through which the Chinese
public or policy reactions. This is done EMTCPLKCLR® PCJC?QCQ° CVACQQ®° NPC
because the image of a recalcitrant Taiwan builds up in pro-war segments of society
in cahoots with hostile international with its famously jingoistic ~ “wolf warrior ”
forces can be “imported " to create propaganda.

internal propaganda justifying the many
@GRRCP°NGJJQORFCO°!!I.©° AMKNCJe PURWD?Y Bte¢hmque of failing

72

Chinese citizens to swallow. A related strategically can be found in action

dynamic can also unfold within China s Wwithin Taiwan ’'s borders, too. In their

borders. When | mentioned Interviewee N?NCP° 5?2LE® ?LB° !FCL°® GBCLRGDW?® RF
H’s complaint about  “pointless banquets, primary tactics of United Front work. &

photo-ops, and speeches " to Professor 2FC°]PQR°RFRIEBECRCECHPREML?RGLE®
Wang in conversation, he replied that financial, ideological, and emotional

in the United Front ’'s eyes these events links between disparate groups in order

are far from useless. The photos, videos, to establish an  “authoritarian public

?LB° LCUQ° PCNMPRQ° RRCWP EARSEIRER'¢C “cooptation " (fostering a

invariably feature Taiwanese Taoists population of enthusiastic supporters of

posing beneath banners printed with CCP authoritarianism who legitimize the system

slogans, respectfully listening to cadres ’ and push elites closer to the organs of

speeches, or being serenaded with ballads state power), and “mobilization " (directing

like “The Two Sides of the Strait are a successfully integrated and coopted
1GLEJCO$AK@PE° NS @JGQFCB° ? Rapies KT paripipate in pro-authoritarian

convince Chinese people that Taiwanese activities or spread messaging on behalf of

citizens actually yearn for Beijing 's the party state). There is naturally no way

dominion. Moreover, these images also RMCP°CL?AR°RFC°]PQR°RFPCC°MD°RFCQC

NPMTGBC®° CGHGLE°UGRF°?°NJ?SiQ GteeJ) @bspuaee) Pf 2\wedl-ppiordinated
efforts °< were the UFWD attempting to use

them in the realm of Taiwanese Quanzhen

71m5?LE® ?LB° IF@QLF?NGLE® ?LB° #VN?LBGLE® RFC?®°
Cross-Strait Authoritarian Public Sphere, " B4,

72 mibid., 69. 73 mibid., 55-57.
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2?MGQK °UC°UMSJIB® LMR® CV N C ArMI° dsMdir@d CollaRdraicts

fragmentary, self-directed religious
milieu described earlier in this paper, nor
hear multiple interviewees gripe about
the dearth of funding and organizational

support.

The remaining three tactics described
by Wang and Chen are a different

story. “Interference (infiltrating non-
coopted groups with agents or trusted
representatives who will introduce the
United Front 's agendas as well as perform
surveillance and data gathering, and
then use the intelligence they gather to
support other UFWD activities), “attrition
(placing obstacles and gatekeeping
costs in the way of non-coopted groups
“division ”

activities), and (seeding

distrust and friction between the CCP

S

o< especially
GL°RFC°PCJGEG MPWRTPRHEW CAPC?RC°JN
of power that could later turn against it.

With these points in mind, Professor Wang

said, there is nothing surprising about

the United Front ’'s thus-far halfhearted

approach to Taiwan 's Quanzhen Taoists.

Indeed, if we return to the ninth "Both

Sides of the Taiwan Strait Tao Culture
#VAF?LEC°$MPSK A°UC°]LB°RF?R°RFC?°
of “division ” was in full effect. On a stage
QF?PCB°UGRF°)+2°?2LB°!II.°NMJGRGA?J°]
two members of the Taiwan Province

Taoist Association took the microphone

to complain about their government s

treatment of religious groups * and decry

75

policies that *“de-Sinicize the country.
Notably, representatives of three temples
whose members were interviewed for

RFGQ°QRMPWCe°UCPCP°]JKCB°?RRCLBGLE!

NPGK?PW? CEKCRGER® ?Q° RFC® ".DMBBEK °'L°RFGQ°QCRRGLE °RFCW°UCP
RFC°A?QC° MDL 22lBYMRFCP° CICROICRQ® ?KNJIJC° BBBQTGES RBRHC® QGVREF?°

of society) can all be effected without
investing in integration, co-optation, and
mobilization. In our interview, Professor
Wang emphasized that not only does the
United Front have no need to train highly

skilled operators in order to pull off these

R?ARGA°JGQRCB°?@MTC °UGRFMSR°F?°

be “integrated, coopted, " or “mobilized.

EM?JQ ° GR° CTCL°® CVFG@GRQ®° ?7° NPCDCPCLAC° DMP?°

semi-incompetent collaborators (here
he mentioned the attention-seeking pro-
China agitator Chang An-lo Du> We, better
known as “White Wolf ”). The reasons for
this are twofold. Firstly, messy debacles

that reveal the UFWD ’s hand are perfectly
capable of sowing discord beyond China ’
borders, and the highly visible backlash

these debacles generate can be  “imported
to create internal propaganda, as described

above. Secondly, the CCP instinctively

fears grooming charismatic, intelligent,

S

4 m Taiwan Province Taoist Association, “The
+?ELG]JACLRJIJW® PP?LECB®°® -NCLGLE°!ICPCKMLW® D
Ninth ‘Both Sides of the Taiwan Strait Tao Culture
#VAF?LEC? $SMRIKQRCB® @W®° RFC° 2?2GU?L° .PMTGL
Taoist Association on 6 August 2017 at the Grand
Hotel Taipei. ” At 00:15:12 Chang Jung-chen ( DuvU
hC), director general of the Taiwan Province Taoist
Association (TPTA), complains that the government
SQCQP°CLTGPMLKCLR?JGQK®?Q°?L°CVASQC°RM°GL
religions; at 00:15:22 he complains that Taiwan 's
Ministry of the Interior ignores religious groups
future development; at 00:15:37 he says that the TPTA
totally opposes the establishment of laws governing
religion.

75 mibid. At 01:24:26 Chang Chao-heng (  Du€Uhi),
general secretary of the TPTA, declares that Taiwanese
Taoism is facing a “huge crisis " due to the Taiwanese
government 's “de-Sinicization " (qu zhongguo hua /a&¥
5\.E ) efforts and the proposed “Religious Group Act "
(>;015p+ \e ), which ultimately did not become law.



Monks and nuns from the Yunnan Provincial Taoist Association line up beneath a statue of Mao Zedong
?RC9?°K?HMPCO!II °NGJEPGK ZEIC° QBERCVECLNPMTGLACOGL® °2FCGP°@?LLCP°GBCLRG]CQ®
taking part in  “ patriotic activities. "
Credit: China Internet Information Center ( &¥5B'=+i}gP "%.&¥Ef)
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What might the future hold in Taiwan?
RS\@®h \fkK\HK
Center-Periphery Tug of War in Hong Kong,
,@Sg@\ @\J \J"z@dgi®, Kwong
(\...5—Y of Hang Seng University of

In a chapter in

Hong Kong writes that in post-1997 Hong
Kong, “the Chinese government adopted
different strategies and co-opted different
religious leaders in order to make people
comfortable within China ’'s resumption
of sovereignty leaders from eastern
religions [Taoism and Buddhism] are
frequently rolled out to mobilize public
opinion and support in times of major
political confrontations. Their strategies
are to legitimate the decisions made
by the Chinese and [Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region] n e

governments.
According to Kwong, this process of co-
optation began in the 1980s because

“the Beijing government had to groom

the information presented in this paper

@ sIronRK suggests that the UFWD s

efforts would not allow it to mobilize the
Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoist community
in an organized and coherent way. Even
were all of this paper ’s interviewees to
@CEGL°NPC?AFGLE®?°NPM ?LLCV?RGMI
present-day Taiwan has so little in common

with pre-handover Hong Kong that the

Taoists * words would likely do the opposite

of legitimating the PRC ’'s stance on Taiwan.
Indeed, it seems questionable whether
grooming Taiwan 's Quanzhen Taoists as
local collaborators who would use their
platforms to spread pro-PRC messaging in
Taiwan during or after an invasion is even
one of China ’'s long-term goals. Speaking
to Religioscope, Ray Wang cast doubt on
this possibility and stressed that there
are essentially two types of “United Front

UMRAIKMLC°AMLBSARCB°GL°NC?ACRGKC

JMA?J° AMIJ?@MP?RMPQ° RMGLY RFR?® @ RFCPLATLE?ECB°GL°BSPGLE°MNCL

preparation for the peaceful handover
from the United Kingdom to the PRC,
conditions of which stipulated that “the

Chinese government could not send

?LB°GRQ°?DRCPKB’RRP?R°RFCW°MNCP?F
under entirely different sets of rules. Wang
speculates that, were Taiwan to become

an occupied territory, the United Front

MD]JAG?J°GLRCPTCLRGML® RM®° P CHdGIE GV &t@rfpft BoDWArGtReQeGris *and

Hong Kong after 1997. "

minds of Taiwan ’s religious faithful with

the types of “carrots ” it currently uses,

and would instead turn to an arsenal of

R°]JPQR°EJ?LAC °GR°KGEFR??NNé&ieks * MeRi&IfMamdem®with other arms

the Chinese government is attempting
to replicate this process of co-optation

in Taiwan 's religious scene. However,

of the party-state. This would result in a
postwar predicament similar to the current
reality faced by the PRC s Tibetan, Uyghur,
Hui, and Christian communities, with
imprisonment awaiting clergy and laity

who are suspected of placing their faith in

76 M)UMLE @FGL®° 'LASCLAC® ML® &MKF® )rﬁll_gg)n above their faith in (Or fear Of) the

Religions, ” 158, 163.

77 mibid., 155.

CCP, and demolition or shuttering awaiting

countless places of worship.
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All of the above suggests that there is no
easy way to predict what ultimately might
emerge from Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists
present interactions with the UFWD and its
subsidiaries. The strategies employed in
2017 were markedly different from those
employed in 2024, and could easily change
again in response to new developments at
local, regional, and global levels. It is true
that the United Front loudly and publicly
calls for Taiwan ’s subjugation, and that the
CTA slavishly toes the line. This does not,
however, guarantee that each and every
move they make is a part of a coordinated
master plan that inevitably brings us closer
to seeing an occupied Taiwan, much less
a “community of common destiny for
K?LIGLB 2FC° "SARS?RGLE®°
between Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists and
organs of the Chinese state will need to
be observed cautiously in future, both to
remain vigilant against actual attempts to

coopt members of the Taoist community,

as well as to avoid paranoid reactions to
seemingly suspicious interactions that may
in fact pose negligible risk to Taiwanese

society.

The Journey to the West

The UFWD’s involvement in religious

Taoism ’'s spread beyond the PRC ’s borders

has the potential to come under scrutiny
in a growing number of countries in the
coming years. Hot on the heels of the
World Federation of Taoism ’s founding in
late 2023, delegations of Chinese Taoist

Association monks and nuns traveled

RM° 1UGRXCPJ?LB ° +CVGAM °

the following year. In the former two

countries, they took part in multiday

P C Jrittrals MdosEdBalirtg temples founded

by western converts to Taoism, while in
Australia a group led by CTA chairman Li
Guangfu hobnobbed with local Taoists of
both Chinese and non-Chinese descent,

academics (including a former director

Centre Ming Shan, a Taoist education center and shrine in Bullet, Switzerland in September 2024.
Credit: Mattias Daly

?LB®°

S
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of the University of Sydney Confucius
Institute, Hans Hendrischke), and members
Chinese business
“2024 Australia-
" This

of the overseas
community at the
China Taoism Culture Festival.
event, hosted in the City of Willoughby

GL® MPRFCPL® 1WBLCW ° U?Q°
presented by the Willoughby City Council

and attended by Deputy Mayor Nic Wright,

and even received a formal congratulatory

letter from politician Peter Dutton, then-
Leader of the Opposition in the Australian

parliament.

A source who spoke to Religioscope on
condition of anonymity who was involved
in the orchestration of one of the three
international events mentioned above
said that the Chinese government 's recent
willingness to support the globalization of

religious Taoism stems from a desire to

NMQGRCB°RF?R°RFC°3$5"°K?W°e@C°?LYV

insinuate the Chinese Taoist Association
into overseas Taoist groups before the
religion has a chance to grow much bigger
“because it ’s a religious movement the CCP
thinks they can actually control abroad. K
MD]AG?JJW®° AM

In late 2024, Religioscope interviewed
Sarah Blanc, co-founder of Centre Ming
Shan, a Taoist academy located in Bullet,

Switzerland, and Hervé Louchouarn,

DMSLBCP°MD°RFC°+CVGA?L°2?MGQR®° Q

J?° QMAG?AG°L® +CVGA?L?°

Desarrollo del Daoismo) and the Eternal

Spring Temple (Templo de la Eterna

BC?°

N ?

.PGK?TCP? °GL°RFC°+CVGA?L°QR?RC°MI

Continuing a trend that stretches back to
the 2010s, the CTA dispatched contingents
of monks and nuns to both locations last
year to officiate shrine consecration

rituals. The group that traveled to

JLB°LCUCKC?LQ°MD®°ECLCP?R G LEWQzdrarrIGiNMWay Z0R4 vas led by Zhang

According to this source, in the wake of
the Confucius Institute ’'s fall from grace
in numerous western countries and the
ill sentiments generated by years of wolf
warrior diplomacy, Taoism presents the
PRC government with an opportunity to

drum up positive feelings by promoting

Gaocheng ( Dut'0), a Quanzhen monk

and CTA vice chairman, while the group

RF?R°RP?TCJCB°RM°+CVGAMCGL®,MTCK

was led by Wu Chengzhen ( 0Y”’Cn«), and
Quanzhen nun and CTA vice chairwoman.
Blanc and Louchouarn both asserted

that the Taoist troupes paid for their own

?° ASJRSP?J° CYVNMPR® RF?R° G Q MmtehticriaB Wevel, Gaetd CaBladmant that

favorably in the West thanks to popular
translations of the Tao Te Ching and
associations with tai chi and traditional

Chinese medicine. This source further

78 mMu, * 2024 China-Australia Taoist Culture and
Arts Festival ' International Taoist Culture Forum
Comes to Completion.

79 mSu, “ 2024 China-Australia Taoist Culture and Arts
Fair Opens. ”

the CTA does not provide them with any

JL?LAG?J° QSNNMPR © ?2LB° CKNF?QGXCE

organizations being free from Chinese

MTCPQGEFR°GL°QNGRC°MD°RFCGP°?D

the World Federation of Taoism. According
to Blanc, “We are not dependent, they
don’t tell us you can do this, you can 't do
that ... we’'re completely free to do what
we want, and we only use local money. ”
Louchouarn

WS?L°

reported
?NNPMVGK?RCJW?®? 31"°

receiving 33,000

° UMPR
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donations from private parties in China for

the Eternal Spring Temple, but added, “I
received some help because it s traditional
to receive some help. But nobody buys
the temple and says ‘this is our temple.
It’s on private land and the building is our
home. ” Louchouarn went on to add that, at
present, neither the CTA nor the WFT have
tried to establish rules meant to govern
the behaviors of foreign religious Taoists,
saying, “the only thing | have to accept is
a rule created by my [Quanzhen Taoist]
master, that my temple should have a

special place with food for visiting monks.

Blanc and Louchouarn offered differing

perspectives on the World Federation of
Taoism ’s origins. According to Louchouarn,
in 2011 he and representatives from seven
other countries attended an international

meeting for Taoists held by the CTA on
Mount Heng in Hunan province. There, they
met with the then-head of the CTA, the late

Quanzhen monk Ren Farong ( ‘'dlee ), and
a minister from the State Ethnic Affairs
Commission (later renamed the National
5\>{[WP\'2.a:=

17RZ, absorbed into the UFWD in 2018 ).

Ethnic Affairs Commission

The group submitted a petition requesting
clarity on whether or not foreigners would
be allowed to become Taoist initiates in
China, and were granted this permission
during the meeting. Louchouarn believes
that the WFT grew from the 2011 meeting
in Hunan. He said, “We began it. We
began it because foreigners wanted to go

to temples, we wanted to take courses,
and we wanted to receive some formal
education. We needed an answer from
the government: can we or can we not be

Taoists? ”

80 m Joske, “Reorganizing the United Front Work
Department. ”
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The late chairman of the CTA, Quanzhen monk Ren Farong (1936-2021). Very active in politics, Ren also served

as vice minister of the State Ethnic Affairs Commission. He was a member of the 8th, 9th and 10th National
Committee of the Chinese People ’s Political Consultative Conference as well as the 11th and 12th Standing
Committees of the Chinese People s Political Consultative Conference. When he died in 2021, the UFWD issued

a communique calling him an “intimate friend of the CCP " and demanding that “individuals in the Taoist
community learn from Taoist Monk Ren Farong 's patriotic spirit, and gather tightly around the CCP with Xi Jinping

at its core. ” (Niu and Yue, “Taoist Monk Ren Farong has Died. ")

Credit: J. M. Hullot, licensed under CC BY 2.0
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It may have been foreigners who

approached the Chinese Taoist

Association in 2011, when the PRC was

still under Hu Jintao
the 2020s,

s leadership. By
however, the CTA moved
from passive interactions with foreign
pilgrims to proactive engagement with
the international Taoist community. This
shift toward outreach coincides with

the UFWD’s 2018 restructuring, which,

of faith-consistent investing worldwide

by supporting faith groups to invest in

» 82

line with their values, announced on its

website in 2023 that it would collaborate

with the WFT and Hong Kong University to

» 83

create a “Daoist Investor Hub. Martin

Palmer, a sinologist and former secretary-

general of the Alliance of Religions

and Conservation, was Faithlnvest

CEO until

S

2023 and currently serves

?AAMPBGLE°RM® PCRPTC(QIDQARAF° D BkP AR FoGfding president. Speaking to

Jamestown Foundation, has meant that
the United Front s religious divisions have

taken on “international responsibilities,

Religioscope in an interview in January
2025, Palmer described how the Chinese

Taoist Association actively sought out

QCCIGLE® RM°® GLASCLAC? PCJGERMB@St? A'RS BGCRGE@Ehce of the

around the world at the same time as

work |'d done with [the CTA] for years

RFCPC° F?Q°@L.C C\V°RPCKC®° RSPL°WEdn® IRFAE @t the Alliance for Religions

"8 Sarah

CCP's approach to religion.
Blanc ’s recollections reveal the effects

of the UFWD'’'s reorientation. Speaking

of the period leading up to the WFT S

inception in 2023, Blanc recalled, “Europe
has many Taoist associations that were
all looking for help from China, and they
wanted to do something more coherent by
confederating. " In 2023, she said, when

these European Taoist groups began to

and Conservation, they came to me as the
doorway to the West, but also as somebody
who understood at quite a deep level what
Taoism actually is. They know me from the
early 90s, when they were looking to come
@?AI°GLRM°RRAC?UKEPBCVNJI?GLCB°RFC

Daoist Investor Hub ’s role in detail:

It already has two different levels. Within
China, the hub ’s role will be to advise the

APC?RC°?°DMPK?J°?D]JG?RGML °R FeEFIENTES E8ieeyped enterprises]

offered to help by bringing them into the
WFT s fold.

Strikingly, the World Federation of

Taoism ’s global ambitions go well beyond
a UK-

religious outreach. Faithinvest,

who are investing around the world,

causing huge problems because of
RFCGP°?PPME?LAC°?LB°RFCGP°CVNJIM
resources. The hub ’'s role there will be

to advise the Bank of China on Chinese

cultural values underlying investment,

because there is a massive problem

@?QCB° AF?PGRW ASK JL?LAG?J° A Withdhs BeitapchRgad, that this is being

that aims “to grow the scale and impact

82 mFaithinvest, “Our Mission. ”

81m°'@GB °$MP°?°BCR?GJCB° CV?KGHPRGML® MD°RFC°3%5"
GLRCLQG]CB°?NNPM?AF°RM°PCJGEGMLQ8G M EGILE MIDR’CPS Q Wee WC?P° ?2LB° #VAGRG

see Batke, “Holding Sway. ”

Opportunities. '
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done essentially by individuals with
their own companies who claim to be
part of the government, who undertake
vast programs, regularly fail to deliver,
and therefore the debt falls back onto
the Bank of China. Basically, much of
the Belt and Road Initiative has failed

monumentally, and it 's costing China a

huge amount in debt relief. Yes, there S
the land that they

badly awry, so there

've taken, but it 's gone
's a huge reform
program of the Belt and Road Initiative,
putting a major focus on greening the
initiative. So, part of that is that they

have looked to the Taoists to guide

traditional cultural values. Then there S

the second level. The business world
is looking to the Taoists for guidance.
Jack Ma® is a very devout Taoist who
has poured money into Taoist events.
The [CTA] estimates that there are at
least a thousand millionaires in China
who are Taoists, and probably a quarter

of the billionaires are Taoist or Taoist-

$10 million, and then you
twenty organizations, and that makes
an investment pot possible that could
put half a billion into a prospect in sub-
Saharan Africa or wherever it is.

By his own telling, that the Chinese Taoist
Association would choose to approach
Palmer’s organization stems in part
from his longstanding relationships with

members of the UFWD. Speaking of his
early collaborations with former CTA vice

chairman and Zhengyi sect Taoist priest

Zhang Jiyu ( Du|Os ), he said, “many of the
KGLMP°MD]AG?JQ°'°UMPICB°UGRF°9GL®

2000s] are now in charge of the United

Front. ”

It is well beyond the scope of this paper
to predict what, if anything, will come of
a nascent investment program that will

theoretically draw together the Chinese

GLA"SCLACB °1M °N?PR°MD°RFC°RAidCARMEMRING P& FUN@A Front, the

is to speak to them. Outside of China,
where you have Taoist organizations
that
investments

have got very substantial

<take Hong Kong,

Bank of China, Hong Kong University,
the Belt and Road Initiative, and Taoism-

friendly millionaires and billionaires

1GLE?NMPC ©*2MQ OM@WREEMCLKIM;]‘Q for places to put their money.

are looking with them to join in with the
Multi-faith Just Transition Fund, which
essentially is an instrument for really
serious investments. No organization is
going to be looking at investors that can
put in less than $100 million. Smaller
religious investment houses, Taoist ones
in particular, don 't have that amount of
money. If they join the Multi-faith Just

Transition Fund, then they could put in

84 mA Chinese entrepreneur who co-founded Alibaba
Group, among other ventures.

What the Faithinvest project does tell us,
however, is that Taoism
China is potentially entering a new phase,
one in which the Chinese government
may attempt to use the religion for much
more than simply generating soft power
abroad and feel-good propaganda at home.
In fact, there is reason to believe that,
under the restructured UFWD, the CTA

may even be called upon to participate

've got another

's spread beyond

GL° ?RRCKNRQ° RM&)T\V?E RA GIATC P

BC]LCB®

National

@Ww®°
Endowment for Democracy as

“an approach to international affairs that

'FPGQRMNFCP?°

5?2JICP®°

M
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typically involves efforts at censorship, or
the use of manipulation to sap the integrity

of independent institutions [thereby]

was not a communist. He was also careful
to distance himself from the senior Taoist

leaders in China, whom he called hardline

JGKGRGLE°DPCCP°CVNPCQQGML® natiBRaBssQ R MibEgH LiHe° Rabist °student

political environment. "%

A former Johns Hopkins University
teaching fellow described to Religioscope
how, in 2020, an ordained Quanzhen Taoist
priest from the PRC who was studying in
the US as an undergraduate was asked by
the CTA to organize a direct political action
on the university ’'s campus. This scholar,
who asked to remain anonymous, reported

that he and the Taoist undergrad “had

typically wore traditional Quanzhen attire
with his hair in a monks ' topknot while on
campus, he dressed as an unremarkable
college student on the day of the protest.
Afterwards, he told the teaching fellow

that “he was not proud of his role, nor

?QF?KOB2FC°JCARSPCP°PCA"CARCB°RF?

Taoist university student “always said
his commitment was to Taoism, Chinese
medicine, and to alleviating the suffering

of people in the world, so it seemed so

K?LW°AMLTCPQ?RGMLQ®°GL®?UF G Arebrig@b s ViNal ?Hé LIEDB an aggressive

a lot about the role of the Party in the Taoist

community. ” In February 2020, in the

KGBQR° MD° RFC° RSKSJRSMSQ?®°
GJJ°+MTCKCLR° GL°® &MLE®°)MLE

HK political activists Nathan Law Kwun-
chung ( ~O,_€£% and Joshua Wong Chi-fung
( "&0O£u) were invited to speak at a Johns
Hopkins Foreign Affairs Symposium event.
The anonymous lecturer told Religioscope,
“My Taoist friend was the key organizer of
a pro-CCP mob who stormed the meeting

the Chinese Taoist Association asked him

to be a patriotic activist, as a result of

which “he agitated an aggressive mob to

» 86

intimidate pro-HK students. Notably,

the Taoist student “was careful not to

criticize the CCP, but made it clear that he

85 mWalker, “Whatis ‘Sharp Power, ™ 11.

86 mScenes of the protest can be seen at 00:01:59 in

Xu and Yu, “Dozens of Students from the PRC Protest
During Nathan Law Kwun-chung and Joshua Wong

Chi-fung 's Talk at American University.

group of young people behaving eerily
like the Red Guards of the 1960s ... He
tiéafdy #dlde Pad BHeyls Md place in the
Sofgeniz&tidd P'M fidgeAded on playing a
public role, thus passing a loyalty test. ?
If the student ’'s denials of ideological
commitment to the CCP and pro-PRC
nationalism are to be believed, this
incident gives insight into a way in which

even independent-minded Quanzhen

2?MGQRQ°K?WP°]JLB°RFCKQCJTCQ°AMKNC

CTA leadership to actively participate in
politics. Regardless of the student-monk S
actual political leanings, this anecdote
drives home the need to regard the CTA
and WFT as being far more than simple

religious organizations.

A Call for Caution and Circumspection
As Quanzhen and other Taoist sects
continue to spread in Taiwan, other parts of
Asia, Europe, North America, and Oceania,
the Chinese government has made no

secret of its intent to play a decisive role
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in the Taoist religion ’'s globalization. The to the article, spies  “operating through
UFWD'’s inevitable involvement in any the China Taoist Association, ” which
international activities orchestrated by “is controlled by Beijing 's United Front
the CTA will consequently increase the Work Department, ” “met the Prince on
likelihood of Taoist groups around the several occasions through the Alliance of
world facing intense scrutiny in their home Religions and Conservation [ARC], which

AMSLRPGCQ ° 2UM° PCACLR® CV Mad AEQSetPup "y AR.© [Martin] Palmer,

this reality. On 12 January 2025, Taiwan 's before he founded Faithinvest. " Stating
National Security Bureau caused a stir that these secret agents “wheedled their
when it issued a press release entitled way into Faithinvest by partnering with
“Analysis on the Infiltration Tactics them and its founding organization to

Concerning China ’s Espionage Cases. ” This AMLBSAR® MNCP?RGMLQ®° ?LBAF@SW?° GL
document lists religious groups as one of the article alleges that they “teamed
]JTC° NPGK?PW° AF?LLCJQ®° SQCB° @ WH¥tR HEaftidrivést® 's] founding body,

and other arms of the PRC government the ARC, to meet the Duke of Edinburgh
RME@L]JRP?RC° T?2PGMSQ° QCARMPrip€eGRRKIlip? G Mintisor Castle. "%

recruit Taiwanese nationals to assist Palmer wrote to Religioscope that “the

in developing organizations, or obtain story was completely false and giving it

sensitive intelligence from the Taiwanese credit would be foolish. " Rebutting The

government. " The press release went on to Sun’s story on Faithinvest ’'s website,

state that “China also provides funding to Palmer proposed the less than infallible

Taiwanese temples and religious groups, rationale that possessing religious

leveraging religious activities to approach credentials precludes a person from being

active service members. Those individuals ?° EMTCPLKCLR® MNCP?R@TCLBOR?RGLE

?PC°CLRGACB°RM?°]JK°TGBCMQ°iMBaREo® ha# PeoisE feiyMdis leaders,
China while wearing military uniforms and who 've spent years studying their faith at
FMJBGLE°RFCC°!FGLCQCYATC QR ?PDaoBE temples, are described as agents

The CTA’s connections to the UFWD
have drawn public scrutiny in the west,
as well. On 30 January 2022, the UK
tabloid newspaper The Sun published an
article entitted  “Spies in Palace: Chinese
Intelligence Officers Infiltrate Charity

Inspired by Prince Philip. " According

87 mSecretariat, National Security Bureau, Republic
MDOIFGL?° 2?@WAWQOGQ°ML°RFC°'L]JJRP?RGML°2?ARGARQ®°
Concerning China ’'s Espionage. ” 88 mReilly, “ Spies in Palace. ”
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of the Chinese state. ”®* The Sun published
a partial correction on 2 February 2022,
acknowledging that,  “Although Faithinvest
was inspired by the Duke, and grew out
of a project set up by the Alliance of

Religions and Conservation (ARC), it did

Although
repeated in The Daily Mail ,** The Express,”

The Sun’s allegations were

and a Chinese-language outlet called

Vision Times *

there was no subsequent
follow-up in the media. Religioscope takes

no position on the story 's veracity, but

LMR® WCR° CVGQR° UFCL® FC>QLBRBCQRERQTQ®R® ?Q° ?L° CV?KNJC®° MD° FN

founder attended the meeting through
ARC” at which Chinese secret agents were

allegedly present. However, aside from

correcting the timeline of Faithinvest ’
founding, it did not retract the allegations

of espionage.

89 mFaithinvest, “The Sun Finally Corrects its False
Story about Us. " As Karine Martin vividly illustrates

in her book Monastic Daoism Transformed , religious

clergy in the PRC are in fact compelled to regularly
attend government-mandated trainings (see note
39), and as this paper has shown, the CTA has

@CCL°?L°MD]AC°MD°RFC°3%5"°QGLAC?®

CTA connection did not begin in 2018, however.
$MP° CV?2KNJC °© ML® °"CACK@CP®°
Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences
at Hong Kong University hosted
Sustainable Investing, " a forum featuring Professor
James Miller, a Taoism researcher, as its keynote
speaker. Martin Palmer appeared as a discussant,

?LB°/S?LXFCL°LSL®8F?L EPaREEJEduGdntly

a vice chairwoman of the CTA, provided opening

PCK?PIQ° QCC&°1Q®?L° 0OCIJGEGMSQ®° !MLErC
"). Zhang

“Daoism, Ecology and Sustainable Investing.

° RF makiMg E entltohment

“Daoism, Ecology,

GLRCPL?RGML?J°PCIJGEGMSQ°CVAF?LEC
the UFWD can become incendiary,

potentially thrusting people with ties to

groups like the Chinese Taoist Association

into the public eye. The high probability

that other PRC-centered international
PCJGEGMSQ®° CVAF?LECQ®°® UGJJ"
"?QFNMGLRQ® GL°® RFC° DSRSPC®° QSEEC
need for both observers and participants

to adopt an attitude of caution and

circumspection.

On the side of observers, it is worth
heeding voices who counsel against
overreacting to the United Front 'S
activities. As Robert Ross of Boston
University wrote for the Quincy Institute
for Responsible Statecraft in 2022, in

“ W?’;\%hpir?d)tgr?sé emerging Cold War policy-
policy makers
consider every Chinese diplomatic
initiative, whether it is an international
lending program, a free-trade agreement,
g%g%igl@locooperation with American

universities, as _a _ strategic maneuver

+GLEVGL° F?Q° @CCL° CQNCAG?JIJW° 2ARGTCI GLS GLRCPL?RGML?J°

outreach, ordaining several western Taoists. One of
her disciples, Bernard Shannon, is currently a board
member of the WFT (see World Federation of Taoism,
“Organizational Structure. "), while two of her other
American disciples have opened Taoist temples

GL® &MSQRML ° 2CVv?Q° ?LB° 1C?RRJC®

Washington. Religioscope has archived a biography of

that challenges U.S. security and that

?LB° 1LMFMKGQF °

8F?LE°+GLEVGL °QAPCCLQFMRRCB®°@ SR °9lunFeshak C POMMeses Spigs) C'dnfiltrated  Charity

online, stating that she began training with the UFWD
in the year 2000, indicating that the United Front
has had an interest in grooming Quanzhen Taoist
personnel since at least the turn of the century.

90 mibid.

Inspired by Prince Philip and Met the Duke at Windsor
Castle. ”

92 mMcGleenon, “Queen on Alert as Windsor Castle
Under Attack. ”

93 mCheng, “A Spy Movie in the Palace.
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n 94

requires an adversarial response. so, what these attempts would look like. In

Following a similar train of thought, short, it behooves observers of the growing
Michael D. Swaine, a senior research worldwide Taoist community not to
fellow in the Quincy Institute 's East Asia

.PMEP?K ° UPBRRREC?R° GL"?RG M hSsigni@g’guiPby association.

confuse rhetoric with reality and to avoid

major problem in evaluating ... military

security-related intentions of China S
JC?BCPQFGN °5GRF°QMKC®°LMR? @aihar and A¢eydhR @adld Qe dwise to take

On the other side of this coin, Taoists in

U.S. authoritative assessments (and
especially nonauthoritative ones) often
employ inadequate, distorted, or incorrect
evidence, use grossly hyperbolic language,
display sloppy or illogical thinking, or
rely on broad-brush assertions that seem
to derive more from narrow political,
ideological, or emotional impulses than
from any objective search for truth. "%
this light, it is easy to imagine a paranoid
or opportunistic demagogue in any
country with febrile relations with the PRC
scapegoating a local Taoist community
for its interactions with United Front
personnel, or calling for a ban against
participation in the World Federation of
Taoism. While it cannot be denied that the
long shadow of Xi Jinping loyalists like
Wang Huning and Shi Taifeng looms over
the CTA and WFT, it remains a real question
whether or not chauvinistic speeches
delivered by CCP cadres at international or
cross-straits Taoist meetings will translate
into actual attempts at power grabs,

espionage, or foreign interference, and if

94 mRoss, Robert, “Solomon Islands-China Deal
Punctures US Complacency.

95 mSwaine, “Threat Inflation and the Chinese
Military. "

care not to allow themselves to be taken
advantage of by the UFWD. While there is
little risk that people whose lives revolve
around meditating, chanting scripture,
and practicing tai chi will be asked to steal

’

their nations nuclear secrets, there are
other ways in which religionists could be
compelled to knowingly or unknowingly
support the United Front ’'s mission. The
PRC has mostly approached Taoists with
a variety of “carrots, ” but to those who
have become accustomed to receiving
benefits like free plane tickets, free

lodging, or cash-stuffed “travel stipend
CLTCIJMNCQ ° RFC° RFPC?R° MB®° RFCQC¢
removal becomes a kind of stick. Any

individual or group who chooses to actually
GLTCQR°GL°]JL?LAG?IJ°NPMBSARQ°QNML
RFC° IFGLCQC°2?MGQR°® QQMAG?RGML?®
hidden costs to such a bargain, for instance

the requirement of silence on sensitive

issues of import to the CCP. Taoists around

the world who already have close links to

the CTA and reject the idea that they could

ever be backed into such a corner might

ask themselves: today, were they invited

to participate in a local vigil meant to

show interfaith solidarity with persecuted

Uyghur Muslims or Tibetan Buddhists,

would they attend? If the answer is no, why

not?
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According to one local ’s recollection, at the height of the Cultural Revolution a quick-thinking Taoist monk hastily

had “Reverently Wishing that Chairman Mao Will Live 10,000 Limitless Years

" painted on the wall of this major

temple on Mount Wudang in Hubei province when he realized that Red Guards hell-bent on smashing up the
temples and shrines were making their way up the mountain. According to the tale, when the Red Guards arrived
and found Mao ’'s name on the building, they spared it, and the statues within, from destruction. These characters
remained visible at least until the 2010s. They may by now have been painted over, but politics is as intertwined

with religious Taoism as ever.
Photo: Sudhir Vadaketh

Any attempt to envision what Taiwanese
Quanzhen Taoism or worldwide religious

Taoism in general might look like in another

international Taoist community, despite a
widespread willingness to engage with the
CTA and WFT, is full of China skeptics who

]JTC°MPORCL°WC?PQ°GQ°@ MS L B° RjMétl Gu®@ °dRiFiGnsKver Imfuch in line

However, just as the UFWD ’s efforts with

Taiwanese Quanzhen Taoists have failed to
produce an army of robed, topknot-wearing
minions, it seems probable that new
converts to Taoism around the world will
remain a diverse, contentious, and mostly
autonomous bunch. While the passage
of time may yet prove me wrong, | offer
three pieces of evidence to support this
prediction: one, the anonymous western

Taoist quoted above observed that the

with those found in Karine Martin 's book.

Secondly, in a move hardly indicative of

pro-Chinese government sympathies, one

of the other three western interviewees

featured in this paper quietly provided
OCIGEGMQAMNC® UGRF®° JGLIQ®° RM?°
from Martin 's book that appeared in

Bitter Winter © ?° JCPACJW?®° ?LRG !l.° MLJGL
magazine devoted to supporting freedom

of religion in China. Thirdly, behaving in

a manner similar to several of their more
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curmudgeonly Taiwanese counterparts,
yet another of this paper ’s western Taoist
interviewees made a digression to cast
aspersions at other western Taoists,
happily naming names in the process. In
sum, not only does it remain to be seen
whether or not the United Front Work
Department will succeed at using the World
Federation of Taoism to substantively
further its goals, it is not beyond the realm
of possibility that this very group could
one day break away from the Chinese
Taoist Association, or even, like many
other religious groups, become an outright

opponent of the Chinese Communist Party.
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